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THE AMBER LIGHT 


JN common with other British industries. building has 

enjoyed since the war a period of high employment 
which has lasted longer than anyone had ‘dared to hope. 
The problems of the industry—rising costs, recurrent 
shortages of materials, low productivity, labour troubles— 
have come at least in part from an excess of demand: and 
the Government’s recent announcement of subsidy cuts, 
together with the pressure exerted by high interest rates, 
suggest that this excess may be coming to an end. If one 
dares to whisper that it would be wasteful to sweep the 
industry from brimful employment into depression, the 
answer will be ready: the Government’s measures can all 
be reversed at short notice, and it would be unthinkable 
for any modern Government to allow a great industry to 
be seriously under-employed when there is so much for it 
to do. 

But is it as easy as all that? The changes in subsidies 
and interest rates operate on new construction—there is no 
obvious reason why they should affect the repair and main- 
tenance side of the industry. The number of houses under 
construction at one time has recently been running at some- 
what under a year’s output-—-which suggests a period of 
construction of 10 or Il months. But this is the actual 
period of work at the site: the interval between the letting 
of a contract and the completion of a house must fre- 
quently be considerably longer. A house is one of the 
simpler of the building industry’s products: for both 
schools and factories the average period of construction 
is of the order of two years, while for major civil engineer- 
ing projects it may, of course, be much longer. 

It is true that these periods may be shortened by 
lessening the load on the industry: but it remains a fact 
that (unless projects are abandoned in mid-course) most 
of the building completions of 1956 and a fair number of 
those of 1957 are beyond the reach of the recent changes 
of policy. Over that period the lightening of the load will 
come gradually, with a fall in the new work started. That 
fall will not occur evenly, because the effect of any major 
change in policy is to produce a period in which very few 
decisions to undertake new work are made, because policies 
are being thought out anew. There must be many local 
authorities, for instance, who have during the past month 
been holding back housing decisions while they think again 
about what they can afford. The longer any period of un- 
certainty, the greater this delaying of decision: hence the 
importance of an early announcement of policy on the rent 
restriction of privately owned houses. The delaying of 
decisions may produce a sudden fall in new contracts let, 
followed by a partial recovery as policies are adjusted to 
the new conditions. 

Now these considerations apply also to any reversal of 
Government policy. Because of the long period of con- 
struction, any such reversal will only produce results 
gradually over many months. The fact of reversal may 
actually produce a perverse movement, a fall im decisions: 
to commit resources to building, while plans and policies. 
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are being adjusted to the new conditions. Suppose (this 
is a bad dream, not a prophecy) that the building industry 
begins to be under-employed next September, that by 
November questions are being asked in Parliament and 
the employers and the operatives are busy in the lobbies, 
and that by December the Treasury and the Chancellor 
have been persuaded to raise subsidies, lower interest rates 
on local authority borrowing, or otherwise stimulate extra 
building. In January, 1957, housing departments and com- 
mittees will be busy adjusting their plans. But will sites 
be waiting, architects’ plans be prepared, workers be ready 
to rejoin the industry, and suppliers of materials be ready 
to step up their output? No: it might well be April before 
the first small results were discernible in an increase of 
work started, and September or much later before the 
change of policy became effective. A five per cent. fluctua- 
tion in building and civil engineering means nearly £100m. 
a year. The Treasury may think that it can work the tap 
which controls the industry, but it must face the fact that 
its control may involve a lot of waste. 


This perhaps overstates the problem, because mankind 
has the gift of anticipation, and policies may therefore have 
their effects more quickly than they deserve: if the industry 
in expected to be more lightly loaded in 12 months’ time, 
prices may be keener and planning more careful now. But 
the plain fact is that building is a very poor choice for 
violent measures of regulation: they may well be too effec- 
tive, and take many months to reverse. The industry can- 
not hope to escape the planning oversight of Government, 
but it can reasonably ask that its long-term work should 
not be upset by fluctuations of short-term policy. 


EDUCATIONAL REVOLUTION 


A NEW epoch in architectural education is heralded by 
m the bold acceptance by the RIBA Council of those 
important sections of the McMorran Report which it 
deferred after absorbing the majority of the recommenda- 
tions last February. | Henceforward those schools which 
were condemned to eternal non-recognition by the 1944 
Committee report are released from their purgatory. This 
is justice—but the main decision is revolutionary. Students 
who seek their training partly in offices and partly in 
schools are to receive new encouragement and incentive 
which, if certain conditions are satisfied, are to take the 
form of full recognition for composite courses. 


The dry bones of the official announcement on page 912 
should be read in the light of the full report if all its impli- 
cations are to be grasped. It will then be recognised as 
a call for an integrated profession to re-assume its responsi- 
bilities in education—a call to employers in private and 
official offices, to schools, to the Institute and to the Board 
of Architectural Education to act in brave concert to pro- 
duce young architects worthy in every way of the high 
tradition they have chosen to follow. Unless the call be 
recognised and the duties imposed be accepted by all, and 
not least by those whose criticisms called the McMorran 
Committee into being, then the full effects of the decisions 
will never be felt. 


Co-operation between schools and offices must be 
assured on a number of planes and to a degree never yet 
required. The timing of the release of students is one 
problem which demands a fresh joint approach and new 
solutions. The obligation of senior members of the pro- 
fession to hand on the accumulated knowledge which is 
theirs alone must be accepted, as it is in medicine, as a 
point of honour. Appointments as external examiners, as 
critics and as lecturers must be carefully made and not 
lightly assumed. The duties of the Visiting Board are 
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now defined and extended and members must not shirk 
the onerous and occasionally painful decisions which will 
be demanded from them. 


The first need, the prerequisite to all progress along the 
broad vistas which are now opened, is the recognition, not 
of new schools and courses but of the fact that office and 
school are equal partners in the education of the student, 
Until this is properly understood new steps will be false 
steps. Unless it is unequivocally accepted the profession 
will flounder blindly into the lower depths and deeper: 
cleavages which the rumbling criticisms of recent years so 
ominously forbode. 


FOREMANSHIP STUDIES 


FARLY in 1950, the Standing Committee for the Train- 

ing of General Foremen in the Building Industry was 
established to make arrangements, with the collaboration 
of the Ministry of Education and of technical colleges, for 
the setting up of foremanship study courses and generally 
to assist in the training of foremen. The standing com: 
mittee (which has met under the enthusiastic and able 
chairmanship of Mr. David Woodbine Parish) issued its 
first report in October, 1951, and a second in November, 
1953, since when the Committee has been enlarged and 
includes a representative from Scotland. Now issued is 
a third report * which brings the record of the committee's 
deliberations up to date. 


As the emphasis in building is changing from craftsman- 
ship to assembly, so is the general foreman’s job altering 
No longer is he principally concerned with the detailed 
technologies of craft skills and practices; his work is now 
greatly concerned with the fundamental principles of 
industrial administration and supervision; these he must 
understand and practise if good team work and high pro- 
ductivity are to result, for craft skill and ability cannol 
by themselves achieve or sustain a high rate of production 
on the site. High production is best realised by 
developing a higher common level of supervising pro- 
ficiency among general foremen, in turn supported ) 
energetic direction from the top of the contractor’ 
organisation. 


This is precisely where training is valuable. The fore: 
man of to-day needs to be something of a psychologist (i 
plain English he must know how the ordinary man reacls 
to conditions of work and human relationships) as well 
being an organiser and technician, and training over 4 
period and refresher courses are vital for success in whi! 
is a vital post. “ The constant link between worker avi 
management,” as the admirable foreword to the repot 
states, “ particularly in the building industry, continues | 
be the foreman who inevitably has the greatest influent: 
in creating and sustaining a wholesome atmosphere !! 
which the day-to-day work on a site is carried out.” The 
committee makes some sound recommendations which att 
largely concerned with the part which employes 
(individually and by associations), foremen’s association 
and technical colleges can do to develop interest aml: 
their employees and members in this need for training © 
forward-looking lines. In the event, the responsibilil 
rests primarily on the individual employer: if he 1s col 
vinced of the need for training, the opportunity will 
made and the men forthcoming. Every employer oug!! 
therefore, to study this excellent report and give such assis 
ance to his men and his association as the situallt’ 
demands, for only through an adequate supply of 20 
foremen trained for modern needs can building go forw! 
along smooth and economic lines. 


* General Foremanship Studies. Third report of the SJC for the Tmt 
of General Foremen in the Building Industry. Obtainable from the 
82. New Cavendish-st., W.1, price 2s. 
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Notes of the Week 


AN OXFORD TREASURE 


LOST architectural treasure may be 
<* brought back to Oxford as a result of 
the proposed rebuilding of St. Ebbe’s. 
According to the latest number of the 
quarterly Oxford, it is suggested that 
the University offer the old conduit, 
built in 1610 by Otho Nicholson of Christ 
Church to supply the City and University 
with water, to the Oxford City Council 
for re-erection. 

Oxford thus describes the position: 
“ Until the end of the eighteenth century 
it stood, resplendent with heraldry and 
gilding, in the centre of Carfax, but then 
the town planners removed it (as they 
did the City gates), to make way for the 
increasing flow of traffic. Since that time 
it has stood, forlorn and rather battered, 


on the top of a hill at Nuneham 
Courtenay, where it can be seen for a 
moment out of the window of the 


London express, but is otherwise lost to 
sight. 


“The conduit was made of stone, 
embellished with carved and_ gilded 
figures of the Cardinal Virtues, the Seven 
Worthies, and the Four Liberal Sciences, 
together with heraldic beasts and mer- 
maids. In the centre is Queen Matilda, 
seated on a symbolic ox. Another ox 
served as a channel through which the 
water flowed, in at the mouth and out 
into one of the cisterns below. 


“According to Anthony Wood _ the 
conduit was ‘such for its images of 
ancient kings about it, gilding and ex- 
quisite carving, the like (except probably 
in London) not to be found in England. 
An anonymous writer of the same period 
described it as ‘a structure, which for 
usefulness, beauty and neatness is not 
to be exceeded in the three kingdoms.’ 

“The University, as owners of Nune- 
ham Courtenay, now owns the conduit, 
and it has been suggested that it might 
be offered to the City Council for re- 


COMING 


NOVEMBER 28 

VicTORIA AND ALBERT MusrumM.—Fifth of a. series 
of lectures on ** W. R. Lethaby and his Times,”’ by 
Professor Basil Ward, FRIBA. 5 n.m,. p 

RIBA.—Library Group meeting and “‘ The Archi- 
tecture of Islam, with special reference to Egypt.’ by 
Mr. F. Scarlett, FRIBA. 66, Portland-place, WI 
6 p.m 

RICS.—** The Building Surveyor and the Law.’ by 
Mr. R. F. § Body, barrister-at-law, MP. 12, Great 
George-street, SWI. 6 p.m 
. INSTITUTE OF MUNICIPAL 

Stores Organisation, Plant 
Records,’” by Mr. L. S. Walker. 
Store-street, WCI. 6.30 p.m 


MONDAY, 


MANAGEMENT 
Accounting and 
Building Centre 


BUILDING 


TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 29 


INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS. Joint 
i with the British Constructional Steelwork 
oe at which Dr. Oscar Faber, CBE, will give 
ae Clusions on recent steel economy tests carried 

F at Middlesbrough. Piccadilly Hotel, WI. 6.30 p.m. 
jinn ; Ty OF ARCHITECTS AND SURVEYORS.—Annual 

ped and ball. Park Lane Hotel, WI. 7 for 7.30 p.m. 
ge pa TRUST.—OUpen discussion on the 
alt Re sing Subsidies Bill, the Provisions of which 

© Outlined by Mr. A. E. Telling, barrister-at- 


SWI. Bye Centre, 13 Suffolk-street, Haymarket, 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 30 
INSTITUT 


’ ION OF S 

CHESHIRE Brace ao CTURAL 

Material,” by 

Engineering Soc 
ARCHITECTURAL 


ICT ENGINEERS (LANCS. AND 

Concrete as an Engineering 
Mr. J. Singleton-Green. Liverpool 
ety. 6.30 nm, 


ASSOCIATION Dinner (7 p.m.) 
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QUEEN ELIZABETH THE QUEEN MOTHER accepting a bouquet from Miss 
Bridget Montgomery when she visited the Exhibition on November 17. Also in the 


party, from left to right, are Mrs. 


M. A. Montgomery, Hon. ARIBA, the 


Organiser, Mr. C. K. Neele and Mr. Bryan Montgomery ( Directors). 


erection in Oxford. The cost of repair 
and removal would be considerable, but 
it would be a grave loss if so charming 
a monument were allowed to remain in 
its present state of neglect and decay. 
By some means or other the money 
should be found to bring back this 
remarkable structure, to add a touch of 
splendour and charm to some corner of 
the city.” 
SCULPTURE IN ST. PAUL’S 

THE Dean and Chapter of St. Paul's 
Cathedral have invited 12 eminent British 
sculptors to work as a team to produce 
a representation of the Stab!e at Bethle- 
hem for this year’s Christmas Crib at St. 


Paul’s Cathedral, London. This is 
believed to be the first time that con- 
EVENTS 
followed at 8&8 p.m. by talk on * Architectural 
Memories, 1905-1955,"’ by Mr. H. S. Goodhart- 
Rendel, CBE, PP.RIBA. 36, Bedford-square, WC1I 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1 

TowN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ASSOCIATION 
National Conference County Hall, London, SEI. 
10.15 a.m Continuing until December 2 

LONDON UNIVERSITY ‘Economics of Clean Air,”’ 


by Sir 
Wwcl 

RICS (JUNIOR ORGANISATION) 
Damp Walls’’ and presentation of the Ryde 
Memorial Prize and the 1913 Club Snecial Prize by 
Mr. E. J. Poulton, FRICS, club president. 12, Great 
George-street, SWI. 5.30 p.m 


Hugh Beaver, 
5.30 p.m 


Senate House, Russell-square, 


‘* The Problems of 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2 
INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS (WESTERN 
Counties  BRANCH).—** Joints in  Water-Retaining 
Structures with Particular Reference to Reservoirs,” 
by Mr. J. A. Young; also ** Co-oneration Between 
the Consultant and the Steelwork Engineer,’’ by Mr. 
N. T. A. Bevan. University of Bristol. 6 p.m. 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3 

ScotTtisH ASSOCIATION FOR BUILDING EDUCATION 
One-day open conference at the Building Centre, 
Sauchichall-street, Glasgow. Morning session, 
10.30 a.m.; afternoon session, 2.30 p.m. 

BUILDING TEACHERS’ CONFERENCE.—Autumn 
ing and AGM, with discussions on ‘** Sandwich 
Courses in Building Education ’’ and ‘* Concrete in 
Education.”” Caxton Hall, Westminster, NV 
10.45 a.m 


meet- 


temporary artists have banded together 
on such a scale to produce original sculp- 
tures in plaster to represent the Nativity 
story. The scene will not be just a formal 
crib but a group of sculpture which 
could be exhibited on its own. 

Miss Josephine de _ Vasconcellos, 
FRBS, is undertaking the general 
ensemble and the task of harmonising 
the styles of the various sculptors con- 
cerned. She herself is producing the 
statue of the Virgin and Child. Mr. 
Charles Wheeler, CBE, RA, P-PRBS, will 
provide a large statue of an angel and 
the other members of the team will be 
Miss Kate Parbury, Mr. Adrian Allinson, 
Mrs. Marjorie Crossley, Mr. Franta 
Belsky, Miss Marjorie Meggitt, Mr. 
Alexander Marshall, Miss Marjorie 
Drawbell, Mr. Huxley Jones, Miss 
Gwyneth Holt and Mrs. Eva Castle. 

The East Bay of the South Transept 
in the cathedral will be occupied by the 
crib which will open on Christmas Eve 
and remain open’ until Candlemas 
(February 2). By that time it is hoped 
that more than 100,000 people will have 
seen it. It is intended that the crib, which 
will have a special interest to children, 
will form a shrine of devotion for the 
thousands of visitors who come to the 
cathedral at Christmas time. They will 
see life-size figures of the Holy Family, 
the shepherds, angels and Wise Men, to- 
gether with symbolic figures depicting 
the Four Races of Man. The floral back- 
ground will be provided by Mrs. Con- 
stance Spry. 


A CAPE STUDENTS’ MAGAZINE 

A NEW architectural society has just 
been formed in South Africa under the 
title of the Cape Architectural Associa- 
tion, with Professor L. W. Thornton 
White, FRIBA, as chairman. At the 
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same time a new magazine entitled 
* Tat,” sponsored jointly by the Archi- 
tectural Students’ Society of the Univer- 
sity of Cape Town and the new organi- 
sation, has been started. Still in its teething 
stage (it is partly printed and partly run 
off on a duplicating machine) it is never- 
theless a lively and varied production. 
In addition to the necessarily parochiai 
matters it contains articles of wide 
general interest on, for example, * Draw- 
ing and Architecture,” “Japanese Art,” 
and * The Rediscovery of the Baroque.” 
Plans and photographs of a house at 
Stellenbosch, designed by Mr. P. E. 
Pahl, are also given. Altogether a com- 
mendable effort that will doubtless go 
from strength to strength. All good wishes 
to it as well as to the new society. 


CAMBRIDGE PRESERVATION 


THE twenty-sixth annual report of the 
Cambridge Preservation Society records 
that the Gog Magog Hills Estate is now 
safely preserved. The mansion itself is 
neither capable nor worthy of preser- 
vation and is to be demolished, but the 
Cupcla stable bleck (c.1708) is a building 
of real architectural and antiquarian 
value and is to be preserved. Recon- 
ditioning and replanning are _ being 
undertaken under the direction of Mr. 
Donovan Purcell, FRIBA. Investigation 
of the earthwork, known as Wandlebury, 
shows that it is undoubtedly a hill-fort 
dating from the pre-Roman Iron Age. 
The Society is badly in need of funds, 
and contributions will be welcomed by 
the Secretary, CPS, Cambridgeshire 
House, 7, Hil!s-road, Cambridge. 


THE MISSING APOSTLE 

A BIRMINGHAM studio hopes to correct 
an error made in a stained glass window 
placed in Tewkesbury Abbey 70 years 
ago. The scene of the Last Supper in the 
great west window shows 11 apostles 
only, instead of 12. The window, one of 
the most beautiful in the Abbey, has been 
admired by thousands of visitors. Many 
commented on the omission. A _ party 
from the studios responsible for the win- 
dow and many others there visited the 
Abbey during the summer, and an offer 
was made to remedy the omission free 


after examination of the records. Per- 
mission will be sought to add a 
twelfth apostle’s head. 

ABS BALL 


Tickets for the annual dance of the 
ABS are going like cricket balls in 
Bengal. This dance—the Grosvenor 
Housz, Thursday, December 8—is one of 
the most popular of the industry’s annual 
functions, not only because it results in 
a substantial sum going to a good cause 
(in this case, the Architects’ Benevolent 
Society’s Homes Trust for aged architects 
and their dependants) but because it is 
good fun. Under the presidency of Mr. 
C. H. Aslin and with Mr. Nigel Birch, 
Minister of Works, as a patron, the Ball 
is assured of success, and Mr. Cecil Epril 
and his enthusiastic committee have done 
the spadework necessary for the thousand 
or so guests who are expected. Are you 
among them? If not, and you think of 
coming, write or ring Mr. Epril at 55, 
Pall Mall, SW1 (Whitehall 1182). 


THE BUILDER 


ARCHITECTURAL 
EDUCATION 


RIBA Council Decision on Outstanding 
Points of the McMorran Report 


HE Council of the Royal Institute 

have completed their consideration of 
the outstanding sections of the Report of 
the Architectural Education Joint Com- 
mittee, namely, Section 20, Conditions of 
Recognition of Part-time Courses, and 
Section 30, RIBA Examinations in Archi- 
tectural Design, and have decided as 
follows : — 
_ 1.—The Council have given approval 
in principle to the recognition for 
exemption from the RIBA Examinations 
of part-time courses (to be described in 
future as composite courses) provided 
they are set up and administered by 
Schools of Architecture holding full-time 
courses recognised for exemption from 
the RIBA_ Intermediate and _ Final 
Examinations. The Schools concerned 
will be expected to collaborate with the 
RIBA Allied Societies and architect- 
employers in their areas in ascertaining 
the demand for such composite courses, 
arranging for the release of students to 
attend School, and keeping the RIBA in- 
formed of the proposals. The RIBA 
Visiting Board, following normal pro- 
cedure, will inspect and report upon com- 
posite courses for which recognition is 
sought. 

2.—The Council have rescinded their 
policy on the distribution of Recognised 
Schools as envisaged by the Report of 
the Special Committee on Architectural 
Education, approved in 1944. This will 
enable Schools of Architecture (including 


























ABS CHRISTMAS CARD.—One of 

the Christmas cards offered for sale this 

year by the Architects’ Benevolent 

Society, 66, Portland-place, W1\. The 

example shown is designed by Margaret 
Woodward. 
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“ Listed Schools) to apply for recee. 
nition for exemption from the RIBA 
examinations for their full-time courses 
The RIBA Visiting Board, following nor. 
mal procedure, will inspect and report 
upon such courses for which recognition 
is sought. 

3.—The Council have given approval 
for full-time and part-time students, both 
in “ Listed * Schools and Schools recog. 
nised for exemption from the RIBA 
Intermediate Examination, who wish to 
take the RIBA Intermediate or Fin; 
Examination, to be exempted from the 
submission of Testimonies of Study to the 
RIBA. In future such students will sub. 
mit to the authorities of the Schools cop. 
cerned, for consideration by External 
Examiners specially appointed by the 
Schools, portfolios of School work cover. 
ing the same ground as that required by 
the RIBA regulations for Intermediate 
and Final Examinations Testimonies o 
Study. The Schools will be inspected 
from time to time by the RIBA Visiting 
Board. : 

4.—The Council, having taken the 
view that a test under examination room 
conditions is the only satisfactory way of 
testing a candidate’s capability in design, 
have decided to continue the existing 
Design Examinations. They have, how- 
ever, asked the Board to draw up 4 
scheme to make the test a more compre- 
hensive one by reducing the number of 
Final Examination Testimonies of Study 
from four main and three subsidiary sub- 
jects to three main and two subsidiary 
subjects, the last of the three Testimonies 
of Study being expanded to include a 
design combined with working drawings, 
and possibly a report, to be awarded 
marks by the Testimonies of Stud) 
Examiners, the marks being placed to 
each candidate’s credit in assessing the 
results of his examination in design. Th: 
Board have under consideration the 
implementation of this decision. 


es The Renvort was published in extenso in 1 
Builder of February 11, 1959. 


CHRISTMAS RIBA LECTURES 

AN INTERESTING introduction to the 
profession of Architecture is afforded b 
three informal lectures for boys and git! 
which will be given during the Christm 
holidays by Mr. William Allen, ARIBA 
chief architect of the Building Resear 
Station. The lectures will be accompanit 
by demonstrations, films and slides, under 
the general title of ‘ Architecture Inside 
Out.” 

The first lecture will tell something 
of the history and science of materiah 
and of the other influences that pl! 
a part in their success or failure. Th? 
second lecture will describe some of the 
ways in which mankind, both ancient al 
modern, has solved the problems of co" 
struction, and will illustrate some of tht 
building shapes which resulted. In ! 
third lecture there will be a discuss! 
and demonstration of the effects of light 
sound and colour. The lectures “* 
designed for boys and girls of 13 el 
of age and upwards and are to be gi" 
in the Henry Jarvis Memorial Hall * 
66, Portland-place, WI, at 3 p.m ° 
January 2, 4 and 6. 
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essing The Cunningham-Fraser Block for CPO’s and PO's 
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“gel E. BERRY WEBBER, FRIBA, Architect 
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The north-west facade. Below : Main entrance (CPO’s section). 


DUDLEY COLES, LTD., Builders 
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" HE Admiralty have recently embarked upon a been retained as consulting architect. The 
RES scheme of modernisation of the Royal Naval Cunningham-Fraser block for Chief Petty Officers 
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Main entrance, NE fagade. Below : Ground-floor plan. 
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Although housed in one building, the 
CPO’s and PO’s are quite distinct entities, 
This fact governed the plan. Messing, 
sleeping and recreational accommodation has 
been divided with separate main entrances for 
CPO’s and PO’s at either end of the block. 
Apart from certain engineering accommoda- 
tion on the lower-ground floor, the only 
common feature is the central galley. 

Advantage has been taken of the slopin3 
site to place the building on a podium and so 
achieve cloakroom and storage space at 
lower ground-floor level. The public rooms are 
on ground-floor level with the ‘‘cabins”’ on four 
floors above, planned around three interior 
light wells with dormitories for messmen on 
the fifth floor. 

The galley is capable of serving an emer- 
gency complement of about 2} times the 
peacetime numbers and cooking is by gas, 
electricity and steam. Each of the 624 
‘““cabins ’’ (approximately 10 ft. by 9 ft.) 
for the CPO’s and PO’s has the facilities of a 
modern hotel bedroom, with washbasins. 

The building is heated from a HPHW 
district heating system. The messes and public 
rooms have floor-coil heating, radiators are 
supplied to each cabin and ceiling heating 
panels are fitted in the messmens’ dormitories. 

The building is stone-faced and_ steel- 
framed, with cavity walls and_ reinforced 
concrete hollow-tile floors with a flat rein- 
forced concrete roof insulated by a layer of 
cork and reflecting tiles. The building, 
which cost approximately £750,000, was built 
under the supervision of the Civil Engineer 
Manager at Devonport by Messrs. Dudley 
Coles, Ltd., in a little over 2} years. The 
artists for the murals are Mr. John Barker 
and, Mr. Anthony Baynes. 


Nominated sub-contractors and supplies : 


Reinforced concrete and glass block windows and 
roof lights, Luxfer, Ltd.: concrete and hollow-tile 
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Left : Section. Centre : A Mess- 

room. This is duplicated in CPO’s 

section. Below: Half-plan of 
first-floor accommodation. 
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floors, roofs and stairs, terrazzo wall linings and 
partitions, Diespeker and Co., Ltd.: Perrycot 


T 
ape a t cal as aia a Portland stone wall linings, W. W. Jenkins and 
is 2 ; ‘ p 8 r| i ae ra gr Co., Ltd., Torquay: Accotile paving, Neuchatel 
& " : — EG tli, Asphalte Co., Ltd., Devonport: rubber and linoleum 
L ‘i —— 
ou pe L DL DIT 
‘ ays Tere | 





pe oe flooring, Aipite Products, Ltd., Brighouse, Yorks: 
: = lw fa cork insulation to cool room, Ashby Warner and Co., 

— - = Ltd.: wood block flooring, Horsley, Smith and Co. 
| 8 | (Hayes), Ltd., Hayes, Middlesex; erection of con- 


vel 


IN 
a Babee structional steelwork, Dawnays, Ltd.: metal windows, 
oan Luxfer, Ltd.: lightning conductor installation, W. J. 


Furse and Co., Ltd., Nottingham: fibrous and 
acoustic plastering, Clark and Fenn, Ltd.: glazed 
wall tiling, Carter and Co., Ltd.: hot water heating 
and ventilation installations, A. Scull and Son, Ltd., 
Bristol: and cement glaze wall finish, Robbs Cement 
Enamel Finishes. 

External white facing bricks, Midhurst Whites, 
Ltd., Midhurst; ironmongery, James Gibbons, Ltd.: 
bronze ornamental grilles, C. Harvey and Co., Ltd.: 
cast iron rainwater heads, Nicholls and Clarke, 
Ltd.: sanitary fittings, Iron and Marble Co., Ltd., 
Bristol; and bronze ornamental lanterns, C. Harvey 
and Co. 


Approved sub-contractors were : 
Asphalt d.p.c., Ragusa Asphalte Co., Ltd.: cast 


iron drain, J. S. Wright and Co., Ltd., Birmingham: 
felt, cork and tile roofing and asphalt and tile roofing, 
Rook Asphalte Co., Ltd.: Portland stonework, 
Bath and Portland Stone Firms, Ltd.; granolithic 
paving and plastering, Tomei and Sons, Ltd.; 
quarry tile paving, Carter and Co., Ltd.: wall panel- 
ling, bar counters and fittings, Maple and Co., Ltd., 
sub-let to Shapland and Petter, Barnstaple, Devon: 
steel doors, St. Aubyn Engineering and Motor Co., 
Devonport; metal rolling shutters, John Booth and 
Sons (Bolton), Ltd., Bolton, Lancs.: plumbing 
| installation, R. J. Audrey, Ltd.: glazing, Andrewartha 
A> Ltd., Plymouth: painting, F. Labbett and Sons. 
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The main entrance hall, (Duplicated in CPO’s and PO's section.) 





Smoking room and bar. (Duplicated in CPO’s and PO’s section.) A mural is being designed for the 
panel over the bar. 
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CPO’s Lounge. (Duplicated in PO’s section.) 


A billiards room. 


The galley (central cooking area). 
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NORTHUMBERLAND 
NATIONAL PARK 


Ninth Park Designated 


PPHE Northumberland National Park 

was designated on Sevtember 20 by 
the National Parks Commission. The 
Designation Order is subject to confirma- 
tion by the :Minister of Housing and 
Local Government. It will be the ninth 
National Park. As designated, it com- 
prises most of the upland country of 
Northumberland, from the Cheviots in 
the north to the Roman Wall in the 
south: part of its western boundary 
marches with the Forestry Commission’s 
Kielder Forest. 

At the same time, the Forestry Com- 
missioners have declared an area under 
their management adjoining the National 
Park to the westward—including Kielder 
Forest in Northumberland and the 
adjoining forests of Kershope in Cum- 
berland and Newcastleton and Wauchope 
in Roxburghshire—as a National Forest 
Park to be known as the Border Forest 
Park. In acquiring land for afforestation, 
the Forestry Commissioners often have 
to take over areas which are too high 
lying or rocky or otherwise unsuitable 
for planting ; much of this land is beau- 
tiful in itself and is good walking country. 

The Commissioners feel that it should 
be made accessible to the public and they 
have done this by declaring National 
Forest Parks, of which the Border Forest 
Park will be the eighth. It is also the 
Commissioners’ policy to throw open 
their plantations to the public as soon 
as it is practicable to do so, and although 
it will be many years before some of the 
plantations in the new forests of the 
Border Forest Park reach this stage, 
many older plantations already have. 

In the Northumberland National Park, 
the Park Planning Authority will have 
powers under the National Parks Act to 
arrange, among other things, for the 
provision of accommodation, camping 
and caravan sites, and parking places. 
The Forestry Commission, in developing 
the Border Forest Park, will do all they 
can to improve access and to provide 
suitable camping sites, and will co- 
operate with the National Parks Com- 
mission, the Northumberland and other 
County Councils and bodies as the YHA. 

The establishment of a National Park 
and the declaration of a National Forest 
Park in the area will ensure that practi- 
cally the whole of this sovlendid hill 
country will be administered with special 
regard for open air recreational facilities. 

THE BRECON BEACONS 

The Brecon Beacons National Park has 
also just been designated by the National 
Parks Commission. The area comprises 
a total of approximately 515 square 
miles, lying within the counties of 
Brecon, Carmarthen and Monmouth. 

This is one of the lesser-known of 
Britain’s mountain areas. The grassy 
windswept slopes rising to the Brecon 
Beacons, the heather and_ bracken- 
covered moorland of the Black 
Mountains and of Carmarthenshire, 
and the deep-wooded valleys included 
within the designated boundaries form 
some of the finest inland scenery in Wales. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


PROFESSIONAL MAN’S 
HOUSE COMPETITION 


To the Editor of The Builder 


SSIR,—May I make, as a practitioner for 

~ 25 years and one who did not enter 
the competition organised by Messrs. 
Tretol, Ltd., a few comments on the 
subject? 

When we consider the term “ the pro- 
fessional man,” we should be looking 
further than “ architect ’’: we should be 
considering giving Mrs. Professional Man 
the framework on which she can build 
her home in her own manner. She re- 
quires opportunity for periodic re- 
arrangements of furniture layout as well 
as an easily run house. 

Examining the reproductions of the three 
premiated designs illustrated in last Friday’s 
Builder, | am kept wondering whether we 
are too remote or too dogmatic as architects. 
The designs are good solutions to a prob- 
lem but do they really provide what is re- 
quired by the average family? There appear 
to be too great a rigidity in layout, a lack of 
cohesion in planning and a stark nakedness 
in elevational treatment which can only be 
relieved by the gardener. One assumes that 
contemporary design has to be different for 
the sake of differing from anything which 
has been done previously. 

With the introduction of simpler open 
planning, the problem of making one room 
function for three calls for great flexibility. 
This area has to be used for the intimate life 
of the family and for entertaining young and 
old folk on various scales. Allowance should 
be made for the grouping of people round 
the fireplace (a “ must ” in most cases) with- 
out interfering with free circulation. Meals 
should be servable direct from kitchen area 
without encountering guests. The ideal form 
of room appears to be one approaching a 
square with small meals area recessed off 
and having direct communications with 
kitchen. This allows for easy rearrangement 
of furniture for varying functions. 

In at least the principal bedroom, accom- 
modation should be provided for two beds: 
two others should be capable of having at 
least double beds. To make a bed, it is 
easier to get round both sides without having 
to move it out into the room. 

Turning to garaging, is Mrs. Professional 
Man to be excluded from having her own 
car? Provision for an extra garage or a 
double one should be made. Also why must 
the garage be placed so that it is difficult to 
get in and out (see design placed second)? 
A reasonable amount of space should be 
allowed for parking of visitors’ cars, off the 
public road. 

One other point: is the professional man 
to have a family? Where are such things 
as trunks to be stored? 

C. HUGH BENEY. 

Hales-street, Coventry. 


COLLABORATIVE TRAINING 


To the Editor of The Builder 


.I1R,—Your editorial in the issue of 
November 11 on collaborative train- 
ing for building is really interesting, and 
this prompts me to make a suggestion. 
As the architects, surveyors and builders 
of to-morrow are the present students, the 
future problems that will confront the 
building industry to-morrow are on their 
shoulders. It would, then, be a good 
thing of these students could get together 
right from now to discuss their problems. 
These discussions would surely help the 
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architects of to-morrow in their planning, 
the surveyors in their specifications and 
bills, and the builders in construction 
problems. 

A good method which I think would 
make this possible is the formation of an 
Association of Building, Architectural 
and Surveying Students (ABASS). This 
association, which would be an asset to the 
country, should have among its pro- 
gramme, lectures, discussions, visits and a 
lot of items which are of great advantage 
to the three groups. During these dis- 
cussions, a lot of problems confronting 
the architect, builder and surveyor would 
be discussed. This method would surely 
erase some of the unco-operative attitudes 
sometimes existing between the architect 
and the builder, and would give a better 
understanding between them. 

In a college where the training of archi- 
tects, builders and surveyors was under 
the same roof, this association would 
offer many advantages to both the 
students and their lecturers, and would 
also give a better understanding to the 
students of their various subjects. 

In your issue of November 18 under 
* Building Education,” Mr. D, E. Wood- 
bine Parish is also reported to have made 
a similar suggestion for lecturers in archi- 
tecture, surveying and building subjects. 
If this could also be carried out as sug- 
gested, the building industry would 
surely unload most of its problems. 

F. I. Ostkoya. 

Brixton School of Building, 

London, SW4. 


BACK TO BACK-TO-BACK? 
To the Editor of The Builder 


S!R— 


Of decent homes there's still a lack, 
So back we go to back-to-back ! 

I well recall the passionate protests of 
the housing reformers in 1909 against the 
perpetuation of back-to-back planning. 
Mr. Grenfell Baines’s article on the sub- 
ject in your last issue provides painful 
evidence of the appalling problem that 
such housing, nearly half-a-century later, 
still provides for some of our municipal 
authorities. 

Half a house is better than no roof, 
and one can have nothing but admiration 
for the efforts of technicians and others 
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to make these places reasonably habit- 
able. But did I detect in the article an 
undertone of condonation for a form of 
planning long condemned? It may be 
that the back-to-back principle has been 
used in luxury flats, but are the two cases 
really comparable? The need to hang 
washing across the street or in the kitchen 
is not, I believe, a characteristic of luxury 
flats. It may be, too, that people are 
happy to live in the back-to-back warrens 
of Leeds, but might they not be happier 
still living in good modern houses? 

I am not cavilling at what is being 
done to make these places healthier to 
live in. Apparently they will be with us 
for many years to come. I do suggest, 
however, that the social conscience must 
remain uneasy as long as such pitiful 
property exists. If part of the price of 
economic stability is a reduction in house- 
building and the prolonged retention of 
hundreds of thousands of sub-standard 
houses, then many, no doubt, would be 
prepared to accept continuing inflation 
for a while. But is that necessary? Could 
not the economies needed be made in 
things less closely bound up with human 
life and happiness? 

G. J. H. 


MANAGEMENT TRAINEES 
To the Editor of The Builder 


GIR, — We in the Eastern Federation 
have been most interested to learn 
of the recently announced articled pupil 
scheme of our good friends and neigh- 
bours, the LMBA. The encouragement 
you give in your leader of November 18 
to this important work is something we 
have come to expect from your valuable 
newspaper. 

May I venture to mention that the 
Eastern Federation has been endeavour- 
ing since the war to eliminate the element 
of chance in the entry of management 
trainees to which you refer and that an 
individual approach to the problem by) 
member firms has been superseded by 2 
properly constituted and __ regulated 
management trainee scheme. This his 
been in operation for close on two yeals 
and at present the annual rate of entr 
is over 30. The scheme is comprehensive 
and even goes so far as to recommend 4 
scale of remuneration during training 
which finds general acceptance. The 
standard Deed under the scheme has 
actually been in use by members since 
1948 

The Southern Counties Federation has 
similarly addressed itself to this problem 
so that the three building employers 
Federations covering the whole of the 
south-east of England have now provided 
satisfactory arrangements, according (0 
the needs of their regions, for manage 
ment trainees under schemes with various 
titles but with similar intent. 

The importance my own Federation 
attaches to this subject may be gauged 
from the fact that in our training pt 
gramme for next year we are providing @ 
special one week’s residential course for 
registered students. 

Rosert W. Porter [ MBE, FCIS], 
Director, Eastern Federation ° 
Building Trades Employe!s: 
95. Tenison-road, Cambridge. 
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Iwo Architects Look at the Building Exhibition 


SOME CANDID COMMENT FROM OLYMPIA 


By John C. Stillman, ARIBA, and J. C. Eastwick-Field, BA(Arch), ARIBA 


TPHERE'S a refrain from a well-known wit to produce a dead macaw and a live 


ballad which goes “Five hours to 
live, boys, how the time does fly,” and it 
is in a similar frame of mind that we are 
setting out to write about this year’s 
Building Exhibition, knowing that what 
we have to say must go to press to- 
morrow, and that there is every likelihood 
that by then we shall both be dead. The 
catalogue lists 668 stands, and if you 
haven’t seen them all you are bound to 
have that haunting feeling that perhaps 
those you have missed are really the very 
ones which you ought to have visited. 


Absorption Factor 


Speaking for all the busy people who 
feel it their duty to visit the Exhibition, we 
must emphasise that it is only possible 
to spare the time to absorb a fraction of 
the information—useful or otherwise— 
which is laid out before one, and we 
don’t pretend to have done otherwise. 
Apart from anything else, the atmosphere 
in the Halls is always stifling, increasingly 
so as each stand vies with the next in the 


















































Ferranti Fridge-heater. 


intensity of its illumination, all giving off 
_— deal of heat. It doesn’t take long 
jer the mind ceases to function as 
Hs My as it might, and in its wanderings 
th Pay More attention to remarks such as 

Ose of the onlooker who, observing the 
— which is enlivened by a real macaw 
= a plaster cast of Venus. said feelingly 

at he wished the authors had had the 


Venus. 
One manufacturer at least usually 
produces a curiosity of one sort or 


another, and this year we noticed the 
macaw in question on the Thompson 
Beacon Stand and the new Soho fantasy 
on Pilkington’s Stand. Whether these 
curiosities help to sell metal windows or 
glass is a matter which the advertising 
experts must say. 


Why rot Grouping ? 


One thing which strikes about the lay- 
out of the Exhibition as a whole is that 
it appears to be a free-for-all. Unlike 
some other exhibitions, it is not possible 
easily to find a stand by reference, for 
instance, to a label hung high over it 
from the ceiling. Possibly neither the 
hall nor the exhibits lend themselves to 
this treatment, but it is easier to find a 
particular stand at the Motor Show than 
it is at the Building Exhibition, where 
one must make somewhat laborious 
reference to the numbering in the cata- 
logue and the plan showing the positions 
of the stands. There is always the feel- 
ing, too, that it would be much more use- 
ful if the stands were grouped as far as 
possible by reference to the products 
which they displayed. 

Many of the stands seem over-elabor- 
ate, and the policy of using the materials 
to be displayed in the construction is 
often misleading. It has become a point 
of honour in this particular exhibition 
to have a stand which is architecturally 
well-designed, but one cannot help feel- 
ing that this is sometimes given too much 
consideration to the detriment of the 
main purpose of the stand, which is to 
show what the manufacturer has to offer. 
Some stands, of course, have no architec- 
tural pretensions and in their present 
context are dull even though they may 
show adequately their sponsors’ pro- 
ducts: occasionally there is a stand which 
is itself well-designed and which also has 
good display: these are—or ought to be 
—the most successful. 


Good Designs 

If we were to name a very limited num- 
ber of stands which seemed to us to be 
especially good for one reason or another 
they would be those of the ICI, by Robin 
Day, which is of admirable design, infor- 
mative and full of interest; of Ascots, by 
Denis Pugh, which appeals because it is 
both simple and different, though difficult 
to get inside; of Chance, by Lady Casson, 
which is full of elegance and colour and 
has a fine sense of quality not always 
associated with ihe modern idiom; of the 
Sussex and Dorking Brick Company, by 
Lanchester and Lodge, which shows off 
its main product, bricks, in a_ very 
straightforward, if dull, manner; of 
Carters Tiles, by Gordon Cullen, for its 


ingenuity and enterprise in displaying a 
great variety of tiles, involving both old 
and new techniques, and of the Gotham 
Co., by Sir Wm. Crawford and Partners, 
for presenting very clearly and informa- 






































Ferranti Fridge-heater as installed. 


tively one new and possibly important 
development in plastering. 

We found the representatives on the 
stands very helpful and generally know- 
ledgeable about the materials they were 
selling: you may well think they ought 
to be, but they have not always been so, 
and most of us have at some time been 
infuriated by the facile sales patter of 
the fellow who doesn’t really know what 
he is talking about. Manufacturers seem 
to have woken up to this. 

Poor Literature 

On the other hand, much of the 
literature jis deplorably _ ill-conceived. 
Sometimes attractive, sometimes very 
expensively produced: often failing to 
give the information required and almost 
invariably of differing sizes. Despite 
efforts to standardise format and presen- 
tation, the muddle stays with us; if only 
manufacturers knew or would take note 
how difficult it is for architects and 
builders to keep technical literature tidily 
so that it can be found and referred to 
when it is wanted, they would surely 
make some effort to help. Is it possible 
that the findings of the recipient of the 
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AJ fellowship will give some guidance 
on this matter? 

As to the Government and Trade 
Association stands, it would add point to 
the Exhibition if opportunities were taken 
to provide some greater sens2 of direction 
and opportunities could be taken by both 
Government Departments and _ Trade 
Associations to do this. Apropos this 
question of direction, we may be slow in 
the uptake but it was only by accident 
that we discovered that timber was this 
year’s “ theme.’ There were a number 
of stands exhibiting. timber, but being 
unrelated to each other or to official view- 
points (which nowadays have increasingly 
to be taken into consideration), we doubt 
if they left the average observer with any 
very marked impression or imparted any 
particular policy to him. After all, with 
regulations as they are now, we all like 
to know what we are allowed to do, and 
there is a feeling that in this country you 
can’t really do much with timber—at least 
structurally — despite the example of a 
few timber schools. 

In order that we should appreciate any 
such theme, the Exhibition would need to 
be organised to that end, and some selec- 
tion would have to be made and some 
emphasis given—just as is done on the 
BRS Stand, where only a few of the very 
interesting aspects of the work done are 
shown—and can therefore be more easily 
remembered! 

The Unrepresented 

We were about to point out that large 
though the Exhibition is, by no means 
“everybody” exhibits; there are whole 
categories of objects whose main manu- 
facturers or distributors are not repre- 
sented. It is amusing and _ possibly 
instructive to conjecture why they, many 
of whom are “household” names, 
abstain. 

By comparison with the display of 
metal windows, there are relatively few 
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Langley’s screen tiles. 
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Williams & Williams. New aluminium window furniture. Left : ** Eftelite” light fittings 


used on Ascot Stand (imported by Frederick Thomas). 


Right: Banks Monolithic 


cill unit with terrazzo internal finish : at present any length up to 7 ft. 6 in. 


specialised wooden windows: modular 
construction has not the publicity one 
might expect; good new light fittings, 
which we yearn to find, are scarce. Door 
furniture is there, but very few of the 
firms well known and _ patronised by 
architects are amongst the exhibitors. 
One firm which had a good display was 
at pains to tell us that, as architects, we 
would not, if we were in our right mind, 
specify their lever handles—but I don’t 
think we understood why and we were 
confirmed in our view that the whole of 
the ironmongery trade is shrouded in 
mystery, one effect of which is to obstruct 
any adventurousness in the production 
of new and better designed fittings. Per- 
haps there is no mystery, and it is just 
that the few actual makers are com- 
fortably conservative. Oddly enough, 
wallpapers too were not much in evi- 
dence, though there was plenty of paint. 
No doubt they serve their term at the 
Ideal Home Exhibition. 

The machinery which is shown is 
always a comforting sight, belonging it 
would seem to a different world: beauti- 
fully made, anonymously designed, and 
performing the most alarming tricks. 
This must be an important section of the 
Exhibition to builders and manufacturers 
of building components. As architects 
we can only reflect upon the effect of 
mechanical aids and try to take an intel- 
ligent and encouraging interest in the 
introduction of new machinery which 
one day must change our conception of 
building from that of a lot of people 
wallowing about on wet sites, doing 
everything by hand with sloppy mixtures 
of sand and cement to something more 
congenial—purposely an over-simplifica- 





tion, for we know, of course, that 
London’s skyline has already been trans 
formed by the invasion of that poetic and 
useful creature the tower crane, and thai 
there are other devices which have com- 
mended themselves as economic propo 
sitions to builders. 


Exhibition as a Barometer 


After these generalisations we must le 
a little more specific, and we propose \ 
extract, if we can, from what we have 
seen, an indication of popularity 0 
various materials and techniques and 0! 
present trends: which does not meai 
that the materials or components whic! 
we choose are necessarily good thoug! 
they may have sold well. We are usilg 
the Exhibition as a barometer, and We 
have already suggested that exhibitors 
may be present for several  varité 
reasons: because they have a new gadg? 
which will bring quick returns ; becaus: 
they have a new and untried materi 
they wish to introduce ; because the 
wish to remind the public of their alreal} 
respected products ; or for prestige. Th’ 
year it was most disheartening to [iN 
that so much of what was exhibited W® 
not available for many months ail 
ordering ; it is tantalising to be shov’ 
something and then to be told you ¢al 
have it. 

If our memory serves us correctly, 
items in the following list made the 
début two years ago, or if not ihe 
début they were at least fairly new. The 
are present in force again, somelil 
with further developments and sometil= 
as they were then: 

PVC floor tiles, curtain walling, het 
pumps, Frenger ceilings, Bellrock wall!" 
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Fural roof covering, Trofdek roof struc- 
tures, Nuralite flashings. 

Absent from the Exhibition but shown 
with enthusiasm two years ago: 


Ardux floor tiles, The Punt Roof 
Structure and “ Leca”’ aggregate and 
blocks. 


We have no evidence to suppose that 
either of the first two have not been 
successful, but the development of 
expanded clay proved uneconomic and 
has been superseded this year by the 
production of pulverised fuel ash— 
known like so many things nowadays by 
its initials, PFA: probably v.g.! 

Amongst other things the following 
were, so far as we know, new to this 
year’s Exhibition. 

Perlited plaster, the EJMA _ pivot and 
inward opening windows, special domes- 
tic oil-fired boilers, Quicktho metal 
windows, cornice heating, silent curtain 
tracks, silicone water repellents, new 
mosaics, a coloured glass infilling for 
curtain walls, imported steel sinks, and 
PFA bricks and aggregates. 

And if asked to name six kinds of 
exhibit which interested us particularly, 
bearing in mind our own practice, we 
would say: 

1. Windows, roof lights and ventilators. 

2. Tiles and mosaics. 


3. Roof coverings, particularly alu- 
minium, and deckings. 

4. Precast concrete and cement pro- 
ducts. 

5. Up-and-over garage doors (don't 


forget everyone will soon have a car). 

6. Boilers (oil), stoves, and fires, and 
we would have to add “ perlited ” 
plaster. 

Now most of the exhibits which we 
have already listed, together with many 
others, deserve some fuller description. 
We cannot hope to include all the inter- 
esting material, so our comments must 
be judged as our personal reactions, 
“errors and omissions excepted.” 

There are many ways of classifying the 
exhibits: indeed, one useful classification 
is included in the official guide, and we 
might have used this for our present pur- 
pose; but we thought it would be more 
amusing and stimulating to consider some 
of the aspects of the industry, and of life 
itself, which in this period in our lives 
seem to be making the most impact on 
us, and to fit the material to them. The 
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headings are not in order of priority, but 
are noted as they occurred to us. 


Laziness and Mechanisation 

We are nearly all of us lazy, and 
we can’t blame those who try to satisfy 
us in this failing. Two examples occurred 
to us. 

Westland Engineers, Ltd., show their 
“ Welrise * up-and-over garage door with 
electrical equipment which enables it to 
be opened from remote positions—a 
switch operated by ‘a Yale-type key in 
the gate post is suggested with another 
switch placed inside the garage. The cost 
of the electrical equioment in addition to 
the cost of the door is £34 18s. Westland 
are also exhibiting an aluminium alloy 
industrial door 24 ft. wide by 12 ft. high 
which consists of a series of interlocking 
horizontal panels. The door is opened by 
lifting the panels which “ stack ” side by 
side until all are at the top. It can be 
operated by a hand-chain or motor, and 
seems to be a useful alternative to the 
roller shutter. 

Acrow’s up-and-over garage doors may 
be fitted with an electric motor, but in 
this instance the outside switch is con- 
tained in a box buried in the drive and 
operated by the car as it passes over it. 
A coil has to be fitted to the car and 
switched on to provide an electric field 
when approaching the garage. Apart 
from the method cf operation, it is 
claimed that up-and-over doors are very 
easy to operate, and take up no space in 


piston 
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BRS experimental ball valve. 


the garage, and it does look as if the type 
will become more and more popular. The 
price of Acrow’s standard door is about 
£12 and with electrical equipment £50. 
Self-closing doors gre one of the fea- 
tures of a new range of kitchen cabinets 
which will be made by W. N. Froy and 
Sons, Lid. The hand-made prototype on 
display is rather unfair to the designer, 























Exhibit of prestressed steel by Messrs. Sommerfeld : Mode! of 200 ft. 
clear span prestressed steel hangar roof. 
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A variation to the up-and-over door: 
**Esavian’s” vertical folding lifting doors. 


Clive Entwistle, to Froys, and to their 
prospective customers, since it can give 
only a rough idea of the final machined 
product. At any rate, in spite of their 
features and clean lines the units are not 
to be expensive, and that is useful to 
know these days. 


The realisation that even in a 
temperate climate we may 
expect to be kept warm on 

cold days—and without 
polluting the atmosphere 


This does constitute a real change of 
thought: only in the most obscure board- 
ing schools is it still thought good to be 
cold. If the open fire, in its many im- 
proved forms, is still as popular as ever, 
there is increasing development in the 
appliances for central heating. Of these, 
oil-fired boilers are perhaps the most 
interesting, since fuel prices and the anti- 
smog Bill have suddenly made this very 
convenient fuel practical and desirable. 

The Potterton Division of Thomas 
de la Rue are showing a new boiler 
specially designed for oil-firing. It is 
claimed that it has an efficiency of 80 per 
cent., which is higher than can be ex- 
pected from boilers designed primarily 
for solid fuel combustion to which oil- 
firing equipment is attached. Potterton is 
a name long associated with gas-fired 
boilers. Examples of these boilers are 
shown, though it is admitted that gas is 
more than twice the cost of solid fuel. 
One wonders therefore why anybody 
buys them. The answer is that gas boilers 
respond rapidly to automatic controls 
which can prevent any waste of heat, and 
of course require no labour or fuel stor- 
age space. For domestic use a new fully 
autematic gas boiler—The Diplomat—is 
on show. This is a very smart appliance 
available in a choice of colours: its out- 
put is 44,000 BTU/hr.—sufficient for a 
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small domestic calorifier and three or 
four radiators. 

Reverting to oil, there is the Oilmaster 
Storage Water Heater made by Turley 
and Williams, Ltd. This is intended for 
domestic use having a capacity of 30 
galls. Fuel consumption is said to be 
+ gall., paraffin/24 hrs. 

Traditional central heating practice is 
represented by Ideal Boilers and Radi- 
ators, Ltd. and Crane, Ltd. Thermostati- 
cally-controlled magazine boilers for 
small installations have ovroved their 
worth in efficiency and labour saving 
during recent years and are once again 
shown by Janitor Boilers, Ltd., Trianco, 
Ltd., and Watts Automatic Boilers, Ltd. 
Trianco has brought out a range of larger 
models rated from 80,000 to over 
1,000,000 BTU/hr. for which an efficiency 
of 80 per cent. is claimed, although a 
variety of graded fuels may be used— 
anthracite cokes, or dry steam coal. The 
use of boilers of this type with smoke- 
less fuels will obviously be one solution 
to the heating problem in the new smoke- 
less zones. 

Steel Radiators, Ltd., have on their 
stand the “ Panelaire,”’ a combined radia- 
tor and convector. It consists of a shallow 
steel cabinet with a flush face and grille 
near the top. Waterways, in form simi- 
lar to a normal radiator, are welded to 
the back of the front panel. Thus the 
front panel acts as a radiator whilst air 


EJMA pivot-hung window with 
external hinge and inward open- 
ing casement ( patents pending ). 
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Fural aluminium roofing. 24 gauge. 


enters the bottom, is drawn through 
the “radiator” and discharges through 
the grille at the top. 

Econa, Ltd., show another new radia- 
tor, the “ Econrad,” made entirely from 
copper tube. It is a simple design and 
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6 Ib. sq. yd. 21/- sq. yd. approx. 


obviously easy to keep clean. As dis- 
played these radiators are _ stove- 
enamelled in a number of colours, but 
this has to be ordered as an extra. After 
skirting heating comes cornice heating. 
Econa have the prototype of a system of 
cornice heating, the waterways being 
formed in steelplate to the shape of a 
Cavetto Bed moulding. In spite of the 
rather crude appearance this might be 
useful where walls at lower levels are 
fully occupied by furniture and fittings. 

Frenger Ceilings, Ltd., give out a pam- 
phlet containing an impressive list of new 
buildings at which one presumes (though 
it does not say so) Frenger ceilings have 
been used. For those who do not know 
the system, it consists of 2ft. by 2ft. 
perforated aluminium panels clipped to 
a grid of hot-water pipes, over the whole 
of which is laid a 2in. quilt of mineral 
wool. The ceiling provides in one 4 
radiant panel heating unit, a sound- 
absorbing surface, and a suspended ceil- 
ling of good appearance in which an) 
panel may be removed. It is said to cost 
roughly from 9s. 6d. to IIs. per sq. ft. 

Convector Fires 

It is difficult to keep up with the new 
openable and closeable stoves, convecior 
fires, and improved grates which now: 
days appear so frequently. 

Allied Ironfounders, Ltd., are respol- 
sible for the new Rayburn convector fire 
which in their own words “ is probabl} 
the most effective and certainly one o 
the best-looking fires ever designed.” We 
agree: but we note that it costs £25, ant 
there does not appear to be a back-boile’ 
model. Being catholic in taste, this firm 
have also put on the market “a fire wil! 
all the elegance of the gracious past, bu! 
with all the modern advantages of to- 
day ”’—the Rayburn open fire: in pe 
manent dull black finish embellished W!! 
silver stars it costs £24. } 

Radiation, Ltd., join with their Park- 
ray 3 convector fire the attempt to Pr 
vide the appearance of an open fire Wi" 
the efficiency of a stove. It costs £13 and 
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cannot be had with a boiler. The Parkray 
No. 2 is described as a free-standing con- 
vector stove. This is perhaps more nearly 
a small stove but has a relatively large 
fire opening. There is a model with 
boiler. 

Another Radiation appliance which 
will be in production next April, is the 
Heatmaster (must everything be named 
“master ””?). It is a combined thermo- 
statically-controlled cooker-waterheater 
and space heater from which heating is 
provided by ducted warm air circulated 
by a fan. Coke or coal may be used, and 
coal is burnt virtually without smoke! An 
overall efficiency of 80 per cent. is 
claimed, thus making for great economy. 
This is clearly quite a different thing 
from the old appliances which, like this, 
did everything, but did nothing well. 

Grange-Camelon Iron Company, Ltd., 
contribute their “Sofono-Sunray Home 
heater’ an inset or free-standing stove 
with a fairly big opening and a built-in 
fire guard. 

Heat Pumps 


Ferranti, Ltd., demonstrate on_ their 
stand the “ Fridge-heater,” a cabinet 3ft. 
high by Ift. 4in. by Ift. 4in. to be placed 
in the larder of a house and connected to 
the hot-water cylinder and a 5 amp. elec- 
tric supply. For a maximum consumption 
of 10 units per day the heat pump will 
provide cooling in the larder (including 
ice-making when required, but not what 
is usually understood by refrigeration) 
and enough hot water for an average 
family. In the summer the output of 
water at 140 deg. F. is 5 gal./hr. and in 
the winter 2} gal./hr. Although the 
winter output of 60 gal./day may be 
sufficient, the heating-up takes place very 
slowly and an immersion heater may be 






































“ Quicktho ” bus-type window developed 

for laboratory fume cabinets, etc., with 

applications in curtain walling. Burglar- 
proof catch. 
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needed as a booster. The price of the unit 
is £159 16s. including £53 purchase tax. 

Brentford Electric, Ltd. The Thermo- 
Koolair is another heat pump unit, but 
is designed to dehumidify and recirculate 
the cooled air as well as supply hot water. 
It is recommended for kitchens, fruit 
stores, dairies, restaurants, etc. Because 
of the heat pump principle it is said to 
provide cooled air and hot water for 
about half the cost of electric water 
heating alone. 

Another type of heat pump made by 
Brentford is the Twin-Air. This is a 


cabinet designed te be fitted in an exter- 
nal wall. In the winter it extracts heat 
from the outside low temperature air and 
converts it into high temperature heated 
inside. 


air which it circulates In the 
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Rayburn 
Section showing principle of 
the restrictable throat. 


Allied Ironmongers’ 
vector fire. 


new con- 


summer the process is reversed and, 
besides being cooled, the internal air is 
dehumidified. All very interesting. 


The Desire to Bring Factory 
Conditions to the Building 
Industry 


We all know that building is still in 
many ways a very old-fashioned process, 
but as the years go by there is more and 
more evidence of components being 
made in the factory, these components 
often being large in size and combining 
several of the functions which were for- 
merly achieved by separate processes 
One typical example of the kind of com- 
ponent we have in mind is the deckings 
which combine a structural covering, 
insulation and sometimes a_ finished 
soffite. The Universal Asbestos Co. make 
and are showing a useful range of deck- 
ings. Ruberoid have introduced a new 
aluminium decking with a_ specially 
treated surface which, if left uncovered, is 
claimed to avoid the unevennesses which 
are evident in a surface which is left 
plain. The technical Press has for some 
time mentioned Robertson Thain’s “ Q ” 
Deck, which has a span of 14ft. We had 
hoped to see this at the Exhibition but 
could ‘not find it. Newsum are still mak- 
ing their ply-wood decking called Trof- 
dek, and this year have their new unit 
with a 40ft. span on show; this unit is to 
be known as their “Super Span.”  AI- 
though we have not ourselves yet used 
this decking, it certainly looks as if it 
might be very useful. 
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Radiation’s *“* Parkray ” No. 2 freestanding 
convector fire (with adjustable throat 
restrictor). 


Most of the big metal window firms 
are exhibiting, and we noticed that John 
Thompson Beacon Windows had a new 
system of wall glazing and in company 
with Hopes, Williams & Williams, and 
Crittalls, made a point of an aluminium 
double-hung sash window. The con- 
troversy between steel windows “ posi- 
tively rust-proofed ” by hot dip galvanis- 
ing and zine spray still rages! 


Ready-Glazed Windows 


It has often been a matter of surprise 
to us that windows do not come to site 
ready glazed and that locks are not fitted 
to doors before they leave the factory. 
We are pleased to find that, despite all 
the objections raised to ready-glazed 
windows, Quicktho were showing a 
range of aluminium windows which are 
ready-glazed. Their design is of excep- 
tional interest, the firm having brought a 
fresh approach from their experience in 
the motor-coach industry. Their windows, 
some of which are horizontally sliding, 
have already been incorporated in a 
number of buildings and have proved to 
be efficient. Gliksten are showing doors 
with the locks ready fixed, and claim that 
this enables them to provide the ready- 
made door and lock very much cheaper. 

It is inevitable that the popularity of 
curtain wall construction should prompt 
manufacturers to develop suitable in- 
filling panels, and Pilkington have 
responded to the fashion of having glass 
fagades with bright colours behind them. 
They have developed a panel which they 
call Muroglass which is }in. rough-cast 
plate glass with a colour permanently 
fused to the back. At the moment it is 
produced in six colours. 

In the range of already familiar kinds 
of pre-fabrication, we noticed Concrete, 
Ltd.’s “ Bison” pre-stressed plank floor 
and also their pre-cast frames; both 
obviously very useful. On the next stand 
Penfold had a new pre-stressed fence 
post, more elegant than their standard 
pre-cast post, but of course it could not 
have the familiar raking portion at the 
top. They also produced a glossy pam- 
phlet advertising stainless steel chain link, 
in our view an admirable proposition but 
one which at the moment seems to be 
nearly as expensive as their pamphlet 
must have been. 

The same effort to combine various 
functions extends itself to the manu- 
facture of sheet materials and of these 
we might mention Thermacoust’s pre- 
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Can be used 

vertical angles or hori- 
divide large areas of 
rendering. 


Expamet angle bead. 


either on 
zontally to 


plastered panels, which surprisingly were 
not shown, and Celotex’s Highlight in- 
sulating board with ready-primed sur- 
face; and also their board with a sprayed 
asbestos surface, designed to reduce 
flame spread, which are relatively cheap 
and have already proved themselves to 
be of value. f 

We would also mention the interesting 
components shown on the stand belong- 
ing to Greenwoods & Airvac Ventilating 
Co., Ltd. This company produces a 
whole range of components which are 
constantly required, amongst them: 

A new industrial ventilator incorporat- 
ing a fan; this is well designed both as 
regards appearance and function: 

An extract fan with louvres for fixing 
within the thickness of a wall and de- 
signed, for example, to be used with a 
hood over a cooker: : 

A new design for continuous lengths of 
glazed roof light in barrel form, with or 
without ventilated upstands. This is an 
interesting development from the popu- 
lar domes by Ide and others; and 

A system of under-floor ducting for 
internal and external telephone and 
electric cables. One of the claims for this 
system is the flexibility in the outlets, but 
of course there are several other similar 
systems, some of which were shown at 
the Exhibition. 

Most of us have at some time had to 
detail cills and window boards and we 
were relieved to find the Banks Cill Unit 
which is made of pre-cast concrete with 
various finishes and combines both the 
cill and window board and the bridging 
of the cavity. 

In the sphere of roofing the same 
effort is being made to eliminate all the 
labours of traditional roofing, and it 
happens that most of the development 


has been in aluminium. There are 
already three kinds, Kynalok by 
Imperial Chemical Industries, Snaprib 


Sheet by the Northern Aluminium Co., 
Ltd., and Fural by S. W. Ronald & Co. 
(London), Ltd. One of the objects in the 
design of these systems, which can also 
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be used for wall cladding, is to avoid all 
nuts and bolts and perforations. 

* The Influence of Science ” 

We find this stated directly on the BRS 
stand and shown markedly in the pro- 
ducts of such combines as the ICI, one 
of whose recognised activities is scienti- 
fic research. The BRS have invented an 
improved ball valve which is now being 
tested in practice: what a boon it would 
be to have a more reliable piece of 
mechanism for this essential duty. The 
main point about the BRS design is that 
the important and moving parts are pro- 
tected against cavitation and corrosion. 
BRS have also carried out research on 
the use of pulverised fuel ash with its 
application for bricks and aggregates, 
and there are examples of these on the 
stand. Apart from Thermalite, which 
has been on the market some time, the 
results have not yet been put to com- 
mercial use, but they are obviously a 
coming thing. 

In the sphere of chemical develop- 
ment we noticed the prevalence of a 
number of mortar plasticisers, made, for 
instance, by Sealocrete and Tretcl. They 
make the mcrtar workable without lime 
and are likely to make some alteration 








Westland *‘ Welrise”’ door. 


to the present 1:1:6 specifications. We 
also noticed a variation in the traditional 
waterproofers, this time associated with 
the magic word “* Silicone.”” Since one is 
made and recommended by the ICI they 
may well be effective, but they are 
clearly no panacea for all conditions of 
dampness. 
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The Dahl Sani-steel sink. 


As architects taking a special interest in 
timber, we were interested by Protim’s 
recommended treatment of timber and | 
their supply service of treated timber. We 
think timber treatment to be a more 
important subject than is often realised, 
and Protim’s contribution is a welcome 
addition to the services already rendered 
with Tanalised timber by Hickson’s, The 
Protim treatment is an impregnation by 
dipping and is water free, not therefore 
requiring rekilning. It is a protection 
against both fungus and insect attack. 

Plastics obviously have an increasingly | 
important rdle in building: witness the | 
number of exhibits of plastic water pipe, | 
plastic domes and roof sheeting, floor | 
tiles, synthetic resin, glues and finishes, 
and decorative plastic sheets. j 

Though not a product on show, the 
advice which is available free of charge | 
from the Fire Protection Association 
deserves mention. The literature on their 
stand contains much information which | 
would be useful to architects in their | 
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daily practice. 

c 
Improvements to Traditional 

Materials 
The Gotham Company, Ltd.—In our 

opinion, one of the most interesting n 
improvements in traditional materials is ri 
the use of expanded Perlite aggregate in gl 
premixed plasters. Such a_ plaster jis h: 
perlited “ Carlite,” shown by the Gotham CC 
Company. For some time Carlite and L 
other special plasters have been made of 


having expanded vermiculite as an aggre: ar 
gate. The object has been to reduce} fr 
weight, increase thermal insulation anf Cc 
fire resistance, and provide a plaster les | 

hard and thus less subject to cracking | pg 
Whilst Carlite with vermiculite aggregate Ck 
is still retained for bonding plaster, | 


mé 
vermiculite has now generally been re- an 
placed by Perlite. This aggregate has fin 
comparable properties to vermiculite bu! | Fir 
is cheaper. It is in fact a volcanic rock | aln 
obtained from Sardinia. When expanded | Thy 
by a heat process it becomes a light ange 
cellular material normally weighing onl | are! 
3 to 10 Ib. per cu. ft. An immediate incl 
advantage of Carlite is that it prevents on ; 


condensation forming on, for instance 
external walls. Being premixed, it saves 
the handling of sand and lime and the | C 
total saving in labour makes it very litllt | zs 
dearer, if at all, than normal gypsum | 
plasters. 

London Brick Company.—A_furthe' [ 
development in the range of hollow cli} 
blocks is the 3-in. block designed [0 of 
structural walls. This is intended for us 
in load-bearing partitions and the int “ 
skin of cavity walls, and is a cheape f 









; see 
alternative to the 4-in. block. The us! usu 
specials are made, and the block has!” py, 
double cavity and, with care, chases fo ce 







conduits, etc., can be made on site. | paj 
Sussex and Dorking United Brick G, | incl 
Ltd.—Besides a well-presented range") suc 





facings there are two panels of colout® |~ 
glazed bricks. These have a topliy 
interest since foreign-glazed bricks have 

been mentioned recently by W. A. Alles | de 
and examples and photographs showl)) do 
their use are to be seen on the BRS rh 
The Sussex and Dorking glazed br) © 
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Shank’s “* Marnock ” lavatory basin. Built- 
in brackets avoid dirt, damp, etc. 


are available in a good range of colours 
but cost £65 per thousand. 

Two new window designs are displayed 
by EJMA—inward opening and horizon- 
tally pivoting casements. The overall 
window sizes are basically the same as 
the standard casements. These designs 
reflect a desire for more variation in the 
present standards, but we are not 
altogether convinced by the new designs 
and would like to know what success they 
achieve in practice. 

The Victorian Revival 

For Revivalists there is encourage- 
ment. Besides more and more colour 
ranges for paints, there are coloured 
glasses, mosaics and decorated tiles. We 
have been shown the new PICRC-RIBA 
colour range by International Paints, 
Ltd. There are tile mosaics on the stands 
of Eastwoods and Langley London, Ltd., 
and attractive “SAIVO” glass mosaics 
from Italy shown by A. Elder Reed and 
Co., Ltd. These cost 4s. 3d. per sq. ft. 
supplied mounted on paper, and this does 
not seem unreasonable. The stand of 
Chance Bros., Ltd., has already been 
mentioned. The coloured sheet and 
antique glasses used in the stand should 
find a place in many a modern interior. 
Finally, there is the Carter Group siand, 
almost entirely devoted to decorated tiles. 
There are several techniques illustrated, 
and besides using repeating patterns, 
architects are invited to make designs, 
including line drawings, to be produced 
on a panel of tiles like murals. 


Gadgets, Mechanical 
, Contrivances and Hardware 





The Building Exhibition has its fair 
share of these, and most of them useful. 
Silent Gliss, Ltd., show new noiseless 
curtain tracks of Swiss origin, consisting 
of aluminium tracks and nylon sliders 
with cord control. These and other new 
curtain tracks using fibres and plastics 
seem to have definite advantages over the 
usual type with metal runners. Philplug 
Products, Ltd., have a new “asbestos 
cementitious moulding” for setting in 
reinforced concrete constructions, which 
includes a threaded brass tube so that 
such components as windows may be 
fixed with metal screws direct to the plug. 
Une would think it difficult to obtain 
enough tolerance but apparently this 
device has been requested by metal win- 
dow firms. 

Peglers, Ltd., have a new type of ball 
valve for expansion tanks which in fact 
does not incorporate a valve and there- 
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fore cannot so easily go wrong. It is 
called the Neofeed. Although one is not 
told in the “literature” how it works, it 
appears to be a simple and ingenious 
device. Peglers show as always nicely 
designed taps and mixers, the latter 
apparently approved by the LCC 
although the water appears to be mixed 
in the ordinary way in the discharge tube. 
Rowe Bros. & Co., Ltd., demonstrate the 
Sloan Flush Valve. We were surprised to 
learn that a large number of local 
authorities, including some big cities, 
approve this valve, but only if supplied 
from the house storage tank and not 
direct from the mains. This is said to 
give sufficient pressure. The device is 
comparable in price to a WWP, so that 
the chief advantage appears to be in neat- 
ness and saving of space. 


Expanded Metal Co., Ltd. For those 
plasterers who like to use metal angle 
beads, there is the Expamet bead which 
has about two inches of expanded metal 
either side of the corner bead. Vulcan 
Manufacturing (Wolverhampton), Ltd. 
These ironmongery manufacturers and 
wholesalers show ordinary iron barrel 
bolts, shelf brackets and the like, stove 
enamelled white and other colours. This 
is apparently not new but we who usu- 
ally have to suffer Japan black are 
pleased to note that we shall be able to 
insist on “ enamelled white.” 


Jointing Wastes 


Federated Foundries, Ltd., have sup- 
plied us with a pamphlet showing a new 
FF joint for jointing branch wastes of 
copper, lead or steel to cast-iron stacks. 
It does not require adaptors or unions 
thus saving time and money. Although 
we did not have time to see this, it would 
appear to be a welcome advance in 
plumbing technique. Loft Ladders, Ltd. 
Not by any means new but still obviously 
a useful contrivance is the folding loft 
ladder. The firm has invented a new 
model in aluminium which folds like a 
concertina and therefore takes no more 
space in the roof than the trap door. A 
counterbalance weight with a cable and 
pulley have to be kept out of sight. 


Allied Ironfounders, Ltd. in their sani- 
tary section display their “ Compac” 
bath. This is only 5ft. long and slightly 
narrower and shallower than a standard 











Allied Ironfounders’ *“* Compac”’ bath. 





bath, but because of its shape and be- 
cause the taps are on one side, as shown 
in the sketch, it has almost the same 
internal size as a standard S5ft. 6in. bath. 
The same firm make a prefabricated 
combination waste overflow and trap 
known as the “Cobra” for use on their 
“Magna” baths. Shanks & Co., Ltd., 
are showing a number of luxurious- 
looking coloured sanitary fittings, and 
also a new and well designed vitreous 
china lavatory basin—the ‘“ Marnock.” 
The construction is such that the support- 
oe brackets are hidden in the basin 
itself. 


Dahl Brothers, Ltd—The London 
office of an international concern—are 
offering stainless steel sinks of Nor- 
wegian manufacture. These are either 
separate sinks, useful for incorporating 
in fittings with flat plastic covered tops, 
or combined single or double sinks with 
drainers. Flat rubber plugs and loose 
gratings are provided over perforated 
waste outlets, to keep refuse out of the 
traps. The sinks are reasonable in price 
and are available on short delivery. 


STATE-AIDED HOUSING 
FEES 


Ministry to Recognise New Scale 


DISCUSSIONS on architects’ fees for 
state-aided housing schemes have 
taken place between representatives of 
the Association of Municipal Corpora- 
tions, the UDC’s Association, the RDC’s 
Association and the RIBA. The Minister 
of Housing and Local Government, in 
a circular (No. 63/55) issued on Novem- 
ber 21 to all housing authorities, states 
that he has been informed that these 
associations have agreed to recommend 
to their members that the current scale 
of fees, adopted in 1949, should be 
replaced by a new scale. He is therefore 
prepared to recognise, for loan sanction, 
payments in accordance with the new 
scale arising from agreements entered 
into on or after November 1, 1955. Rep- 
resentatives of the RIBA and _ the 
Associations have agreed to accept the 
new scale as provisional in so far as it 
relates to commissions of less than 100 
houses. The fees for such commissions 
are to be the subject of further dis- 
cussion, which will also cover the number 
of designs to be required in relation to 
the number of houses in a commission. 


The scale of fees for layout, construc- 
tional work for roads and sewers and 
house design ranges from £31 13s. 6d. 
a dwelling for a scheme of four, to 
£8 13s. per dwelling for a scheme of 
225 houses. Beyond that figure the fee 
will be £7 4s. per dwelling. 


BERNARD WEBB STUDENTSHIP 


THE Bernard Webb Studentship for the 
historical and critical study of architec- 
ture, which is open to members of the 
Architectural Association and tenable 
under the auspices of the British School 
at Rome, has been awarded to Mr. 
Timothy G. Bidwell, ARIBA, AA Dip., 
who will study building materials used 
in medieval Italian architecture. 
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News of the Week 


MARINE ENGINEERS’ BUILDING 
HE Duke of Edinburgh spoke of the 
enormous contribution to national 
prosperity made by marine engineers 
when, on November 16, he laid the foun- 
dation-stone of the new headquarters in 
London of the Institute of Marine En- 
gineers which will serve as a memorial to 
the 3,458 marine engineers who lost their 
lives in the war. The new building will 
stand on an island site in the City 
bounded by Fenchurch-street and Mark- 
lane, and a large part of it will be let as 
offices. The part to be used as the insti- 
tute’s headquarters will contain a 
memorial hall to seat 400 people and 
giving access on one side to a roof garden. 
On the floor above will be the library. 
The architect is Mr. R. Ward, FRIBA. 


IAAS & LCC RECOGNITION 

THE Incorporated Association of 
Architects and Surveyors announce that 
the London County Council has decided 
to confer recognition on the Association’s 
final examination in respect of certain 
grades of quantity surveyors and building 
surveyors. The resolution which the LCC 
has adopted states: 

“That the final examination of the In- 
corporated Association of Architects and 
Surveyors for quantity surveyors and 
building surveyors, on the basis of the 
general regulations and syllabus pub- 
lished in 1954, be recognised by the 
Council as a qualification for new en- 
trants to grades up to and including pro- 
fessional grade III or the first class (a) 
(technical) in the Chief Engineer’s, Archi- 
tect’s, Valuation, Housing Management 
and Parks Departments.” 


ALFRED BOSSOM LECTURE 

Tue Alfred Bossom Lecture to be given 
on December 7 will have as its subject 
“Planning Against Noise,” and will be 
delivered by Mr. Hope Bagenal, FRIBA. 
Dr. J. L. Martin, FRIBA, will preside 
over the lecture, which will commence 
at 2.30 p.m. at the Royal Society of Arts, 
John Adam-street, Adelphi, WC2. 


LIVERPOOL RC CATHEDRAL 

A CONTRACT for the completion of the 
Liverpool Metropolitan Cathedral has 
been placed with Messrs. Charles Doyle 
and Sons, Ltd., who have done the work 
so far undertaken at the Cathedral. The 
architect, who is carrying out a revised 
version of the late Sir Edwin Lutyens’ 
design, is Mr. Adrian Gilbert Scott, CBE. 


BUILDING TRAINING OFFICER 
THE Eastern Federation of Building 
Trades Employers has just appointed Mr. 
D. P. O’Hagan to the new post of Train- 
ing Officer. Mr. O'Hagan is an honours 
graduate of Trinity College, Dublin, and 
after some experience in teaching was 
employed in the Education and Training 
Branch of the Central Electricity Auth- 
ority. At the beginning of December, 
Mr. O’Hagan (who will be based at 95 
Tenison-road, Cambridge) will take over 
his duties which will include, in addition 
to supervision of apprenticeship recruit- 
ment and training, the administration of 
the Federation’s extensive management 
training programme recently anhounced. 
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S WEDISH GC O-OPERA TIVE TECHNICIANS: Seen above is the party of Swedish 
architects and building managers of co-operative building movements who are visiting 


England to take part in the Co-operative Building Managers’ Association. 


This 


Association numbers about 70 members who control building work for the co-operative 


movement to the extent of about £750,000 annually. 


The members of the Swedish 


party are: Lars Malmstrom, Herman Borendal, Lars Kindahl, Nils Forsberg, Kurt 
Rohdin, Ingvar Johannisson, Stig Wiberg and J. W. Ames. They were met on Sunday 
at London Airport, where our picture was taken, by a small reception committee 


which included Mr. G. Yarwood, ARIBA. 


They will also attend the Building 


Exhibition. 


DR. MARTIN’S NEW POST 


A REPORT of the Council of the Senate 
of Cambridge University recommends the 
establishment of a professorship of archi- 
tecture (limited to one tenure) and the 
appointment of Dr. J. L. Martin, FRIBA, 
at present Architect to the LCC. 


NEW APPOINTMENT 


THE council of Leeds University at its 
meeting on November 16 announced the 





whose 

appointment to the Chair of Architecture, 

at Cambridge University, was announced 

last week. Dr. Martin is Architect to the 
London County Council, 


DR. J. L. MARTIN, FRIBA, 


appointment of Mr. Basil Spence, OBE, 
ARA, ARSA, FRIBA, as Hoffman Wood 
Professor of Architecture for the session. 


THE TRETOL COMPETITION 
Mr. FREDERICK MARK was associated 
with Messrs. R. Towning Hill and Part- 
ners in the winning design in the com- 
petition for a house for a_ professional 
man, illustrated in our last issue. 
PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Messrs. ‘Howakp & Riper, AA.RIBA, have com- 


menced practice at 10, Rolleston-drive, Wallasey, 
Cheshire, and will be pleased to receive irade cata- 
logues. 

Messrs. W. T. Hits & Co., chartered quantiy 
surveyors, announce that the address of their Plymouth 
office is now: Prudential Buildings, Armada-way, Ply- 


mouth. 
FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1855 
Saturday, November 24, 1855 


Is TOWN DRaINAGE BENEFICIAL?—The 
corporation of the borough of Sunder- 
land are about to drain the town at an 
estimated cost of nearly £100,000. . . - 
The population is rapidly increasing and 
in a few years the fresh air will have 
still greater difficulty in penetrating the 
narrow lanes of the old town, or 
sweeping away the effluvia from the cot 
veniences and ash-places attached 
every house in the new town... . belor 
entering into the responsibility of expend: 
ing the large sum of £100,000, the coum 
cil have halted at the outset, and now as 
the following questions: First, Is drait- 
age beneficial? Second, If so, whether 
is surface or underground the most Ss? 
A difference of opinion appears to ¢ 
on the question, 
T. OLiver, JUN. 
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THE SURVEYOR IN AFRICA 
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RICS Presidential Address 


ME. W. R. BRACKETT, OBE, TD. 
BSc, delivered his presidential 
address to the Royal Institution of Char- 
tered Surveyors at a meeting at 12, Great 
George-street, SWI, on November 14. 
The President, who has recently returned 
from a nine-weeks’ tour of Africa, de- 
voted his address principally to an account 
of conditions there. 

The following extracts are taken from 
Mr. Brackett’s paper: — 

Everywhere we went, with the excep- 
tion of the Union, we met the plaint of 
acute shortage of land surveyors which 
showed little sign of being made good. 
Shortage of land suryeyors can not only 
hold up urban or industrial development, 
it can also have political consequences. 

In Africa, in the absence of recog- 
nisable boundaries, reorganisation of land 
units and grant of titles are dependent 
upon land survey. I regard it as a 
challenge to the profession to produce the 
men needed to carry out this vast and 
essential task. They must be men of 
flexible mind, willing and able to adapt 
old techniques to new needs, for I do 
not think that the great amount of work 
required can necessarily be carried out in 
the limited time which is politically avail- 
able, by a meticulous application of exist- 
ing cadastral techniques. 


QUANTITY SURVEYING 


In all of the areas visited we found 
quantity surveyors well established as 
members of the building team, and that 
their relations with architects and builders 
were both close and cordial. They were, 
moreover, of the highest standing in their 
communities and widely consulted by in- 
dustrial, commercial and financial con- 
cerns on matters outside the narrow ambit 
of the bill of quantities. 

In almost all areas the profession is 
registered, often jointly with architects. 
This has advantages in securing that 
competition from inadequately qualified 
practitioners does not develop, but dis- 
advantages too such as that a special fee 
for an unusual job cannot sometimes be 
quoted without reference to the registra- 
tion board. 

I was interested to see that quantity sur- 
veyors had shown public spirit and initia- 
tive in seeking to solve special problems. 
In Salisbury, for instance, quantity sur- 
veyors had been the driving force lead- 
ing to the adoption of pisé construction 
(that is the formation of walls out of 
fammed earth) for building a consider- 
able number of houses urgently needed 
after the war for European housing: and 
very attractive, cool and_ serviceable 
houses they are, though their cost was 
relatively low. 

In Natal, group research into price 
structures had been sponsored by quantity 
surveyors, which had led, I was told, to 
Significant economies being made in 
housing for Africans and in certain 
classes of public building. 

Quantity surveyors seemed almost 
‘verywhere to be very busy and in need 
of assistants for whom prospects would 
appear to be good. They were reminded 


that the services of our Appointments 
Register were at their disposal, but we 
were careful to add that qualified quan- 
tity surveyors are still in short supply. 

The town planner has now arrived in 
the African scene in most of the larger 
urban areas. Usually he is an architect 
working without direct help from valuers 
or engineers as members of a planning 
team, though when town planning comes 
under a lands officer the services of a 
valuer on specific points can normally 
be obtained. 

Certain towns and cities, such as Kam- 
pala and Pretoria, which are set amongst 
hills, give great opportunity which has 
been used with imagination and success. 
Others, such as Salisbury, which are flat 
and already committed to a grid-iron 
street pattern, give less opportunity, 
though there is much to be done in the 
suitable siting of rapidly expanding in- 
dustry, the re-development of obsolescent 
central areas, the development of subur- 
ban areas and the planning of roads. 

Except in the new foreshore area of 
Cape Town there appears to be little 
attempt to control elevations, and there 
is in consequence considerable incon- 
gruity between many of the large central 
vlocks which are springing up—often to 
great heights. 

Areas such as the Copperbelt of 
Northern Rhodesia and the new goldfields 
of the Orange Free State offer great 
opportunities for imaginative planning, 
opportunities which are being grasped by 
keen municipal authorities and indus- 
trialists, though sometimes without all the 
professional advice they need. 

Land values in urban and suburban 
areas are, in general, high. Values of 
land in suburban areas for housing are 
somewhat higher than one would expect 
in the United Kingdom on comparable 
development, whilst prices in most cen- 
tral positions are surprisingly high. 

House prices and costs seemed higher 
than I would have expected, but com- 
mercial blocks of simple type seemed 
relatively cheap. There is great demand 
for business accommodation; and, in 
consequence, investors in such blocks 
obtain attractive yields. There is now no 
rent control on such tenancies. 

Towns are expanding at such a pace 
that capital appreciation may reasonably 
be expected, and there would seem to be 
a very good field for investment which 
is made more attractive by exceedingly 
low death duty and the fact that separate 
estates in some countries need not be 
aggregated with estates in the United 
Kingdom for estate duty purposes. ~ 

In all areas visited there has been ex- 
tensive building of flats which let at high 
rents. But at least in some areas there 
seemed the possibility that for the 
moment there might have been over- 
building of this type of property. 

PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION 

In the United Kingdom education for 
the practical professions such as survey- 
ing is largely carried out in professional 
offices supplemented by correspondence 
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or attendance at technical colleges when 
these are available. In the Union, on 
the other hand, the tendency has been to 
train an increasing proportion of land 
and quantity surveyors in universities 
which provide courses of four or five 
years’ duration leading to a degree or 
diploma. 

These courses vary in different univer- 
sities, but all are broad in scope. Land 
surveying, for instance, may include town 
planning, economics and engineering, 
land law and valuation, whilst quantity 
surveying may include geology, architec- 
tural drawing, commercial practice and 
advanced theory and design of structures. 
In addition, research may be either re- 
quired or encouraged. 


PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE 


The difficulty with such courses in prac- 
tical professions must be to ensure that 
the student obtains sufficient practical 
experience whilst at the university to 
make him a useful member of the pro- 
fession as soon as possible after gradua- 
tion. 

In the case of quantity surveying 
courses, this difficulty is met by requiring 
the student to attend at a professional 
office. The course is then arranged so 
that, in each year, an increasing amount 
of time is spent on practical work in that 
office. A weakness in this system would 
seem to me to be that the student has 
inevitably during this long period a 
divided loyalty. 

There is no doubt that the profession 
enjoys in the Union a high level of pro- 
fessional status and attainment. This may 
well be influenced by the facts that a 
considerable proportion of the profession 
consists of university graduates, who 
should include the better brains in the 
community, and that the universities 
themselves have set high standards. 

But I heard high praise also of the 
coupling of full-time office training with 
the correspondence courses in quantity 
surveying of the College of Estate 
Management; and certain practitioners— 
themselves intimately connected with the 
university system—indeed preferred that 
arrangement. 

I think that both methods work well 
and probably produce similar results 
from similar material, and that—as not 
everyone can afford five years at a uni- 
versity and bursaries are not numerous— 
it would be a mistake to close entry to 
the quantity surveying profession except 
through a full-time university course. The 
great value of university courses in set- 
ting high standards of academic training 
and encouraging research will remain. 
Moreover, the university undergraduate 
has the permanent advantage of having 
mixed during his formative years with 
contemporaries who have a wider range 
of interests than those he would normally 
meet if he were in an office and taking a 
correspondence course. 

In the United Kingdom there is reluc- 
tance amongst the older universities to 
teach technologies, but this difficulty 
might be met by the adoption of the wide 
syllabus favoured in the Union. 

So long as there is compulsory National 
Service and our universities are over- 
crowded, it would seem quite impossible 
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to adopt a five-year whole-time course 
system on any large scale in the United 
Kingdom. 

Training of Africans in surveying is 
now starting. In Entebbe and Nairobi 
the survey departments have set up their 
own schools and are training Africans 
possessing the General Certificate of 
Education to carry out such technical 
tasks as suit their ability. Certain 
students are already studying for the 
Institution’s examinations, and the best 
will be sent to the United Kingdom for 
further training. 

Makerere College in Kampala (which 
is affiliated to London University) is hop- 
ing to produce. graduates in estate 
management and the Royal Technical 
College in Nairobi (new, and superbly 
equipped) proposes at once to run courses 
in land surveying and quantity surveying 
with a view to their students taking our 
First and Intermediate Examinations if— 
after we have seen their courses—we can 
accept the College as a suitable place of 
training. 

I saw some African land surveyors at 
work in Uganda and was favourably 
impressed. I hope that the great efforts 
being put into the two colleges mentioned 
will be equally successful. 

If—as seems possible—a greater num- 
ber of overseas students take our 
examinations, we shall have to take steps 
to ensure, by setting alternative questions 
or other means, that questions are 
capable of being answered by candidates. 
It is, for instance, a little difficult for a 
candidate from East Africa to answer a 
question involving a description of an oak 
tree, a thing he can never have seen. 


STATUTORY REGISTRATION 


Land surveyors and quantity surveyors 
are statutorily controlled in almost all of 
the areas visited, and the system seems 
to work satisfactorily. There is, how- 
ever, an inevitable tendency for such 
machinery to be used to maintain a 
“closed shop,” which was not its original 
intention. Moreover, in one area the 
great disadvantage of a statutory scale of 
charges, which proved with the passage 
of time to be too low, was forcibly 
impressed upon me, as in that area it is 
threatening to extinguish that section of 
the profession altogether. 

It is of interest to note that in the 
Union a proposal which had been actively 
considered for ten years to register estate 
agents has been abandoned by the estate 
agents themselves, because investigation 
led them to the conclusion that it would 
be restrictive and unlikely to achieve its 
main objects. 

Our membership outside the British 
Isles has been growing steadily and now 
numbers about 1,500, which is 7 per cent. 
of our total membership. Originally our 
overseas members were regarded as 
isolated individuals, in touch with head- 
quarters through the medium of the 
Journal and correspondence. They were 
more than welcome whenever their visits 
to this country brought them to London, 
and every opportunity was taken to draw 
on their experience by inviting them to 
sit with appropriate standing committees. 

As overseas membership increased, 
the numbers in important centres justified 
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the regular meetings of members, and as 
transport facilities improved it became 
possible for members at a distance to 
attend also. There have thus come into 

eing in East Africa, Central Africa, the 
Gold Coast, Malaya and Hong Kong, 
branches of the Institution with consti- 
tutions similar to those of our branches 
at home, 

In other places specialised groups of 
surveyors have formed themselves into 
autonomous bodies, and some of these 
are affiliated to us. I would like in par- 
ticular to mention the Chapter of South 
African Quantity Surveyors who 
administer the affairs of our members in 
the Union on our behalf with considera- 
tion and efficiency. 

I have been wondering during our tour 
whether Branches of the Institution or 
affiliated specialised societies are likely 
in the long run to be better for the pro- 
fession, and I have come to the conclu- 
sion that each has its place. 

In the United Kingdom the profession 
evolved by specialisation out of the old 
estate managers who originally carried 
out, as parts of their management duties, 
land survey, agricultural, building and 
mining work. But the general practi- 
tioner, whose primary concern is valua- 
tion and management, has remained the 
link between all sections of the pro- 
fession. 

In new territories the first surveyors re- 
quired, once the phase of exploration has 
passed, are land surveyors and quantity 
surveyors; and, as I have recorded, there 
are well developed specialist professions 
(or sub-professions) in all of the areas we 
visited. With greater development of 
real property the valuer in general prac- 
tice is appearing on the scene or his work 
is being done by one of the other groups. 
Specialists expressed to me the wish that 
they might have opportunities of meeting 
other types of surveyor. 

Where specialist bodies of surveyors 
have been formed, it has usually been due 
to the statutory registration of the pro- 
fession, and they therefore tend to be 
bodies administering the registration Act 
rather than professional bodies with the 
wider functions of disseminating technical 
information and advising Governments. 


NEED FOR BRANCHES 

My personal view is that whilst the 
specialised societies are very useful, we 
should not discourage our members when- 
ever they wish to do so from seeking 
to form Branches of the Institution. 

The constitution of such Branches calls 
for fresh thought. It should give facili- 
ties for local groups in isolated places to 
meet, and it should also provide a main 
organisation for each centre of Govern- 
ment.so that the profession can speak 
with authority and in unison whenever 
its views are sought. The provision of 
systematic liaison between surveyors in 
vast areas such as East Africa or the 
Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland 
involves considerable travelling which in 
these days of air travel is practicable, 
though not cheap. This clearly may 
have repercussions on Branch finance and 
the reduced subscriptions now paid by 
members overseas. 

In newly developed areas it is inevitable 
that some respectable and established 
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practitioners will exist who are not mem. | 
bers of the Institution. In order that the | 
Branches overseas may speak for the | 
profession as a whole, in the territories | 
they cover, it is in my opinion desirable | 
that we should not at present discard the | 
powers in Bye-Law 5 to admit to colonial | 
membership practitioners of standing and 
mature years. 

I am convinced that in the young and 
expanding economies of the territories we 
have visited, there are great openings for | 
young men in our profession who are | 
prepared to work rather harder than in | 
England to enjoy, in exchange, a much 
higher standard of living in healthy and | 
stimulating surroundings, and an oppor. | 
tunity of sharing in the great increase in 
prosperity which these territories seem | 
destined to enjoy. 


RESTORATION IN 
LONDON 


Work of LCC Historic Buildings 
Section 


NUMBER of well-known historic | 
buildings in the greater London area | 
are scheduled for restoration work in the 
near future by the London County Coun- 
cil. These include the Trinity Alms- | 
houses at Mile End-road which were 
originally built by the Corporation of 
Trinity House in 1696 to accommodate 
28 “decayed mariners,’ and Mount 
Clare, Roehampton, a large house which 
was built in the year 1770. The restora- 
tion of historic buildings in the LCC is 
undertaken by the Historic Buildings 
Section of the Architect’s Department. 
The section is supervised by Mr. W. A. 
Eden, FSA, FRIBA, who is directly re- | 
sponsible to Dr. J. L. Martin, the LCC | 
Chief Architect. 

In an interview with a correspondent 
of The Builder, Mr. EDEN said _ that 
£40,000 is to be spent on the restoration 
of the Trinity Almshouses over a period 
of two years. There are only 23 of the | 
28 original houses left. Five disappeared 
in the nineteenth century. When restored 
the houses will be occupied by families, 
probably from the neighbourhood. (All 
houses restored by the LCC mutt | 
eventually be occupied so that they can 
be kept in a satisfactory state of repair | 
by the tenants.) 

Mount Clare, which was built by 4 
cousin of Lord Clive, and is the work of 
Henry Holland and Placidio Columban, 
was acquired by the LCC under a com- 
pulsory purchase order. It is estimated 
that the cost of restoration to this build | 
ing will be about £25,000. 

The most important job of work at the 
moment is the restoration of the soul 
front of Kenwood House, which borders 
on Hampstead and Highgate. Mr. Eden 
pointed out that the original design o 
Adam, who made alterations to Kenwood 
House in 1764, was being followed closely 
except for one point. The stucco woul 
not be ornamental. The east staircase 
which suffered from dry rot is also being 
reconstructed. The cost will be betwee? 
£30,000 and £35,000 before this work ' 
completed. , 

The Historic Buildings Section, in ordei 
to simplify the great deal of work that 
has to be done, has been divided inte 
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two departments. One department, headed 
by Mr. Norman Harrison, ARIBA, deals 
with restoration and maintenance, a large 
task in itself, as there are over 100 historic 
buildings to be kept in good repair. The 
other department, which is in two sections 
is supervised by Mr. Walter Ison, FSA, 
the well-known authority on eighteenth- 
century architecture. 


One section is entirely engaged on 
making measured drawings of buildings 
for the Survey of London, which dates 
back to 1900 and is compiled to date, in 
25 volumes. This section, a group of 
architects and architectural assistants, is 
at present engaged on Volume 26, to be 
published in 1957, which deals with the 
Spitalfields area of Stepney, which was 
developed in the early eighteenth- 
century and contains some very fine 
houses which were occupied by French 
silk weavers, as Well as the famous Christ- 
church designed by Nicholas Hawksmoor 
—a pupil of Wren. 

The other section, which is supervised 
by Mr. Kenneth Mills, ARIBA, deals 
with statutory work under provision of 
Section 30 of the Town and Country 
Planning Act of 1947, which necessitates 
buildings of historical interest being listed 
by local authorities for approval by the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment. Most of this work, of course, was 
already done in the London area during 
the office of Mr. J. H. Farrar, who re- 
tired just before Mr, Eden was appointed. 
But the work of revision is still proceed- 
ing, and every incident relating to an 
historic building reported to the depart- 
ment is investigated thoroughly. The list- 
ing of buildings of national importance 
and architectural and historical interest 
means that owners of these buildings 
cannot undertake repairs interfering with 
the architecture, until they have notified 
the LCC, who in turn notify the Ministry 
of Housing and Local Government. A 
period of two months must then elapse 
before the owner can proceed with his 
alterations. During this time the Ministry 
and the LCC can investigate the matter. 


“ Architectural inspectors,” who have 
the task of evaluing interesting buildings 
can list these in one of three categories: 
I, Buildings of national importance which 
should in no circumstances be de- 
molished; II, Buildings of high architec- 
tural and historical interest whose preser- 
vation is desirable, but which may have 
to give way to other factors in national 
policy; and III, Buildings of some archi- 
tectural or historical interest. Buildings 
coming within categories I and Il come 
under the jurisdiction of the Ministry 
of Housing and Local Government. 
Those in Category III are left entirely in 
the care of the Council. Lists in 
Categories I and II covering the London 
area have already been approved by the 
Ministry with the exception of West- 
minster, which is still under discussion. 

The policy of the London County 
Council is to maintain historic buildings 
in their care in a manner that is appro- 
Priate to their character, and, wherever 
Possible, to improve them from this point 
of view. 


‘ ‘ P 
ana Posts in this denartment of the Council’s work 
are advertised in this issue. Ep. 
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SOCIETIES AND 
INSTITUTIONS 
RIBA 


Examination in Professional Practice 
and Practical Experience 


(HE Royal Institute of British Archi- 

tects announce that the concession 
in respect of the period of practical ex- 
perience made to those who started their 
architectural training before November 
1, 1949, ended on November 1, 1955, and 
all candidates are now required to com- 
ply with the following regulation:— 

“Twelve months’ practical experience in 
an architectural office or department, or in 
a suitable technical capacity on building 
works in course of construction must be 
gained after passing the other subjects in 
the RIBA Final or Special Final Examina- 
tion, or an examination recognised for the 
Associateship or for registration, before the 
Associateship or registration can actually 
be attained. The following exceptions are 
made: 

(1) Candidates passing the other subjects 
of (a) the RIBA Final or Special Final 
Examination, or (b) the examinations at the 
Schools of Architecture recognised for the 
Associateship and for registration, will be 
allowed to take the Professional Practice 
and Practical Experience Examination at the 
first opportunity after passing the other 
subjects of those examinations provided 
that they submit satisfactory evidence of 
having spent, before passing those examina- 
tions, a minimum period of six years in an 
architectural office or department or in a 
suitable technical capacity on building work 
in course of construction. 

(2) Candidates at Recognised Schools of 
Architecture qualifying for the Associate- 
ship or for registration by the successful 
completion of a part-time or evening course 
exempting from the RIBA _ Intermediate 
Examination, followed as a minimum by 
the last two years of a Degree or Diploma 
Course, will be allowed to take the Profes- 
sional Practice and Practical Experience 
Examination at the first opportunity after 
qualifying.” 

The Council of the Royal Institute have 
decided that, with effect from November 1, 
1962, the minimum period of practical ex- 
perience to be gained by candidates for the 
Associateship RIBA shall be two years, of 
which at least one year must be subsequent 
to the Final or equivalent recognised 
examination (excepting the examination in 
Professional Practice and Practical Experi- 
ence). 

The Council of the Royal Institute have 
also decided that, with effect from Novem- 
ber 1, 1962. exceptions (1) and (2) referred 
to above will be abolished, and no excep- 
tions will be made to the regulation, which 
will apply also to the examinations recog- 
nised by the ARCUK as qualifying for re- 
gistration under the United Kingdom 
Architects’ Registration Acts, 1931-38. 


INSTITUTION OF CIVIL 
ENGINEERS 
The Presidential Address 


AT A MEETING held at the Institution of 
Civil Engineers on November 1 the new 
President of the Institution, Mr. William 
Kelly Wallace, CBE, was- formally intro- 
duced by the retiring President, Dr. David 
Mowat Watson. The new President has had a 
long and distinguished career as a railway 
civil engineer; he retired in 1948 from the 
position of Chief Civil Engineer, London 
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Midland Region, British Railways, and is the 
91st to hold the President’s office since it was 
first assumed in 1820 by Thomas Telford. 

Mr. Wallace in his address took his 
audience back to the same enterprising era, 
the dawn of the railway age. Between 1833 
and 1838 the London-Birmingham railway, 
the first trunk line, was constructed under 
the direction of one of the great names in 
civil engineering—Robert Stephenson. The 
building of this famous line, as well as 
Stephenson’s monumental work in designing 
large bridges elsewhere, was outlined by 
Mr. Wallace in a way that showed how 
fortunate the’ country was in_ having 
possessed an engineer of Stephenson’s calibre 
when every stage of his work posed new 
problems. 

In Stephenson the present generation, said 
the President, might see a golden example 
of the classic definition of the profession of 
the civil engineer which the Institution had 
sought to encourage since its foundation: 
“the art of directing the great sources of 
power in Nature for the use and convenience 
of man.” Today, with far greater mechanical 
resources than were ever envisaged in 
Stephenson’s day, there was still more need 
for the foresight and talent that distinguished 
his pioneer labours. 


OBITUARY 
Edwin H. Earp, LRIBA 


WE REGRET to announce the death of Mr. 
Edwin H. Earp, LRIBA, who died at his 
Stratford on Avon home on November 
13. Mr. Earp had practised as an architect 
in the town for a quarter of a century. He 
was senior partner in the firm of Messrs. 
Earp and Badger, and was for many years 
architect to Shipston on Stour District Coun- 
cil. In 1954 Mr. Earp was awarded a medal 
of merit by the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government for a housing scheme at 
Barton-on-the-Heath. 


E. H. Ford, OBE 


WE REGRET to announce the death of Mr. 
Ernest H. Ford, OBE, from 1924 to 1949 
city engineer of Coventry, on November 14, 
He was 71. 

Born at Bloxwich, Staffordshire, he was 
educated at Walsall Grammar _ School, 
Birmingham Technical College, and London 
University. In 1950 he was appointed 
chairman of the Coventry Cathedral Recon- 
struction Committee. During the time he 
held this office the committee negotiated 
for the acquisition of land for the 
new cathedral, appointed the three 
assessors for the architect’s competition 
to decide on a winning design, compiled 
the conditions for the competition and a 
Parliamentary Bill dealing with the cathe- 
dral. as well as appointing contractors for 
the building work. He was made an OBE 
for his services in providing air raid shelters 
at Coventry during the 1939-45 War. 


NH AND TPC YEAR BOOK 

The National Housing and Town Plan- 
ning Council have recently issued their 1955 
Year Book. This publication contains the 
annual report and statement of accounts; 
details and papers of the National Housing 
and Planning Conference and Exhibition, 
recently held at Brighton; and a brochure 
of the exhibition. Copies, price 7s. 6d., from 
NH and TPC, 42, Devonshire-street, W1. 
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BUILDING FOREMANSHIP 


A National Federation Survey 


HE training of general foremen in the 
building industry is a matter of 
major importance requiring the most 
careful selection of candidates, the pro- 
vision of facilities for gaining practical 
supervisory experience over a period, and 
a planned and detailed study of the fore- 
man’s réle and responsibilities. 

These points are strongly emphasised 
in the recently published Third Report of 
the National Advisory Committee for 
the Training of General Foremen, cover- 
ing the period December, 1953, to 
November, 1955. 

The Committee—on which are repre- 
sented the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers, the Scottish 
National Building Trades Federation, 
the Ministry of Education, the Institute 
of Builders, Technical Colleges and 
General Foremen’s Associations—des- 
cribe in their report the further develop- 
ment of the certificate course in general 
foremanship studies introduced on an 
experimental basis two years ago and 
give information about the detailed 
scheme for the course with related exam- 
ination drawn up in co-operation with 
the City and Guilds of London Institute. 
It is anticipated that the first examina- 
tions based on the course will be held 
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in the summer of 1956. Specimen ques- 
tion papers are included as an appendix. 


The certificate course caters for those 
men of experience in the industry who 
have satisfactorily completed their basic 
training, who have already had some 
supervisory experience, and who wish to 
learn more of the administrative and 
technical subjects associated with the 
work of the modern general foreman. 


SCOPE OF COURSE 

The course, which calls for two years’ 
part-time study, includes instruction in 
the elements of supervision, site admini- 
stration and control, site organisation and 
method and personnel administration. 
While students for the certificate course 
will normally be expected to hold the 
Institute’s Full Technological certificate 
in a building craft and the Ordinary 
National certificate in building, it has 
been recognised that some students other- 
wise suitably qualified may not have had 
the opportunity to gain sufficient know- 
ledge of general building construction. 
For such students colleges providing the 
course may make arrangements to pro- 
vide, concurrently with instruction in 
supervisory subjects, the necessary basic 
instruction in general building construc- 
tion. 

It is also appreciated that formal 
courses of study may not be appropriate 
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for foremen already holding responsible 
positions, but that they might, however, 
derive advantage from opportunities to 
study problems encountered in_ their 
work. The Committee, therefore, sug. 
gests the organisation of short series of 
lectures or study groups with specific 
reference to administrative and_ super. 
visory problems. Short residential con. 
ferences on foremanship studies are also 
commended. 


Because it is convinced that the higher | 
supervisory competence | 


standards of 
among general foremen vital to increased 
productivity and to the future well-being 


of the building industry can be secured | 
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only if all concerned are prepared to play | 


their full part, the National Advisory 
Committee invites employers, educa- 
tionists and general foremen to con- 
sider certain recommendations which are 
included in the report. In these recom- 


mendations employers are reminded that | 
general foremen are an essential part of | 


management. Employers’ 
and technical colleges are asked to act 
together to ascertain local requirements 
in foremanship training and to assist in 
the proper selection and _ preparatory 
training of students for admission to 
courses. 

Copies of the report are obtainable 
from the NFBTE, 82, New Cavendish- 
street, London, W1, price 2s. each. 
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Some personalities at the LMBA President’s “At Home’ at the Building Exhibition, as drawn by Fred May. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 
Roads Policy 


From Our Parliamentary Correspondent 


TTHE Minister of Transport was subjected 

to some cross-examination about his 
road policy in the Commons on November 
16, and, in a skilful account of his steward- 
ship, managed among other things to turn 
down a proposal for an under-sea tunnel 
between Scotland and Northern Ireland, and 
a scheme for underground garages in Lon- 
don and to write off as being an unlikely 
starter the suggestion for an underground 
connection between London Airport and the 
centre of the capital. Mr. Boyd-Carpenter, 
it seemed, was determined to keep both feet 
firmly on the ground. 

Sir FraNK MeEpticotr asked if the 
Minister would have inquiries made into 
the reason for the slowness in the methods 
of road construction and repair in this 
country compared with other countries, par- 
ticularly the United States of America, with 
a view to more speedy and economical 
methods being adopted here. 

Mr. Boyp-CARPENTER.—So far as 
improvement of existing roads is concerned, 
I do not think, when due account is taken 
of different circumstances, that our speed 
of work compares unfavourably with that 
in foreign countries. So far as entirely new 
roads are concerned, I think we have a great 
deal to learn from foreign experience, and 
my engineers have not only recently visited, 


but are in constant touch with certain 
foreign countries to gain from their 
experience. 


Sik FRANK suggested that the cost-plus 
basis of working was not used because it 
was notoriously slow. 

Mr. Boyp-CaRPENTER said it had to be 
appreciated that road construction in 
Britain had not taken place for several 
years, and it took a little time to get plant 
and staff together. 


NOT COST-PLUS BASIS 


The Minister, in a written reply, informed 
Mr. CyriL Osporne, that none of the new 
toad construction was being done on a cost- 
plus basis, and that he was satisfied that 
there was real competition for the contracts. 

In answer to further questions he said that 
progress in the Government proposals for 
toad improvements would continue in 
accordance with the original plans both in 
extent and timing. Work had started on 
the site of all but three of the 13 major road 
improvement schemes announced by the 
Ministry in December, 1953, for authorisa- 
tion in the financial year 1954-55. Work on 
those three would begin before the end of 
this financial year. Authority had now been 
given by the department for the construction 
of the new Doncaster Mill Bridge on the 
Great North-road. 

Mr. Grimonp asked the Minister how 
much he expected would be expended on his 
Toads programme and on_ the railway 
modernisation programme, respectively, in 
the current year. 

Mr. Boyp-CaRPENTER.—Capital expendi- 
ture on the railways, of which only a small 
Proportion relates to the modernisation plan, 
18 estimated at approximately £70m. in the 
— calendar year. Expenditure on all 
i of road construction and maintenance 

uring the current financial year will be 
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about £41m. from central Government 
funds, and about £40m. by local authorities. 

Mr. SORENSEN asked how many schemes for 
road development and reconstruction affect- 
ing or requiring the demolition of domestic 
housing had been sanctioned by him; how 
many were likely to be in operation within 
the next five years; and how many houses 
were affected. 

Mr. BoypD-CARPENTER.—A large number 
of the schemes I have authorised and intend 
to authorise and complete during the next 
five years will require the demolition of 
domestic housing. I cannot at this stage 
give the number of ‘houses or the date they 
will be affected. 

He added, in reply to another question, 
that the level of compensation payable for 
property acquired for highway development, 
as for other public purposes, was that laid 
down by Part III of the Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1954. 

Mr. GRIMOND asked what mileage of new 
trunk roads the Minister expected to be 
completed during the current financial year. 


Mr. BoyD-CARPENTER.—On the basis that 
what Mr. Grimond thas in mind is com- 
pletely new as opposed to improved trunk 
roads, the answer is 4.48 miles, in the shape 
of six by-passes or diversions. In reply to 
Sir Frank Medlicott, he said the mileage 
of new trunk roads which under the present 
programme it was proposed to authorise 
during this and the next two financial years 
was 264 miles. 

The difficulties of travelling between 
central London and London Airport arose 
when Mr. GRAHAM PAGE asked about the 
construction of a monorail to ease this mat- 
ter. After Mr. Boyp-CARPENTER had 
explained that this was already being dealt 
with by a committee, composed of members 
of the Transport Commission, the two air 
corporations and his Ministry, he was asked 
about the possibility of an Underground 
connection. That, too, he said, had been 
considered, but the cost of Underground 
construction was so high that he did not 
think it was a likely starter. 

He rejected a proposal by Mr. Mont: 
GOMERY Hype, an Ulster member, to intro- 
duce legislation to facilitate the construc- 
tion of a submarine tunnel ‘between the 
shortest and most convenient points con- 
necting Scotland and Northern Ireland. Mr. 
Hype said that this project had been pro- 
nounced feasible and practical when it first 
was raised about 60 years ago, and this 
opinion had been confirmed by recent 
experts. 

Mr. BoypD-CarRPENTER Said that his answer 
was based not on_ the _ consideration 
whether the tunnel was feasible or not, but 
on the view that it would be an extremely 
expensive operation, and he _ doubted 
whether funds, even if they were available, 
should necessarily be spent in that way. 

Dealing with the scheme to build under- 
ground car parks, the Minister said that the 
designs submitted for Grosvenor, Cavendish 
and Finsbury Squares were ingenious. Much 
useful work had been done on the problems 
involved. But the construction cost for 
each car was higher than that for garages 
built above ground, and in view of that and 
the damage to the amenities in the squares, 
the Government did not feel able to recom- 
mend the schemes to local authorities, who 
were responsible for parking, or to private 
enterprise. Nothing he had said, however, 
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indicated that in general there was any 
fundamental criticism of underground car 
parks. 

Asked if there was any possibility of 
surface garages being constructed, similar 
to those on the Continent, he said he was 
endeavouring to encourage them in every 
way, and hoped that the Road Traffic Bill 
now in progress through Parliament would 
help in this much-needed development. 


Housing Subsidies Bill: Second 
Reading Debate 


NTI-CLIMAX is one of the peculiarities 

of politics; it always comes when least 
expected, and the two-day second reading 
debate on the Housing Subsidies Bill, which 
began in the Commons on November 17, 
was more than a typical example. Mr. 
Sanpys, the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, had had a stormy reception 
when first he outlined his intentions, and few 
thought that in delaying with the Bill he 
would have anything but an even stormier 
passage. But, no! Commending the Bill to 
the House he was faced with a strangely 
subdued, almost chastened Opposition, and 
was thus able to discharge what might have 
been a difficult task with a commendable 
amount of ease. Probably the Opposition 
are reserving their fire for the later stages. 

He explained that the war had brought to 
a stop a house-building programme of 
300,000 houses a year and an annual slum 
demolition rate of 60,000 houses. After the 
war the housing shortage was so acute that 
the entire resources of the building industry 
had to be concentrated on _ providing 
separate dwellings for families without a 
separate home. The Labour Government 
suspended slum clearance, which in the cir- 
cumstances was unavoidable, and since the 
war to two million new dwellings had been 
built in Great Britain together with 500,000 
temporary houses and flat conversions. 

Only a small proportion of those new 
dwellings had gone to rehouse families from 
the slums, whose needs should not be 
ignored indefinitely. The time had come when 
they should have a reasonable share of the 
new houses being built, and as they had 
been passed over for so long that share 
should be substantial. There were, accord- 
ing to reports from local authorities in 
England and Wales, 850,000 unfit houses, 
375,000 of which those authorities proposed 
to demolish in the next five years. That was 
an ambitious target, and he could not say 
whether they would achieve it, but the 
Government would give them all the help 
they could. 

The Government had chosen the method 
of incentive to give impetus to the slum 
clearance drive, because the alternative of 
direction would not only necessitate the 
continuance of housing allocations, but a 
still more detailed control from the centre. 
The Government would have to decide, in 
addition to fixing the total number of houses 
to be built by each authority, how many 
slum houses were to be demolished and how 
many of the new houses were to be allo- 
cated for rehousing the persons so displaced. 
That would be a wholly unjustifiable inter- 
ference in local affairs by Whitehall. 

As they had decided to introduce the 
financial incentive they would use the prin- 
ciple of a differential in the subsidy rates 
in favour of houses for slum clearance. They 
would have used the alternative, that of 
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increasing the subsidy for slum clearance 
without reducing it on general need, but 
were satisfied that the total amount of the 
subsidy being paid by the Exchequer for 
existing houses was larger than was neces- 
sary and provided a margin which could 
properly be used for financing some part 
of the future house-building programme. 
Subsidies had one object—to ensure that 
no one through lack of means should be 
prevented from having a decent home—but 
present housing need was no longer synony- 
mous with financial need 


FLATS SUBSIDY 

The existing subsidy on flats had been 
fixed at a time when there was little experi- 
ence of the construction cost of flats, except 
in London where costs were always abnor- 
mally high. The result had been that that 
subsidy had been disproportionately high 
compared with that on houses. Some reduc- 
tion had therefore been made to take ac- 
count of that factor. Opportunity had also 
been taken to make a change in the struc- 
ture of that subsidy. Hitherto flats had been 
subsidised at the same rate regardless of the 
height of the building. As construction, in 
practice, cost more the higher one went the 
outcome was that low blocks had been more 
heavily subsidised in relation to costs than 
flats in high buildings. 

That had _ unintentionally influenced 
local authorities to concentrate on the 
building of blocks of three, four and 
five storeys which, it would be agreed, 
were most monotonous. The question 
of flats raised a different problem from 
that of the abolition of the basic subsidy on 
houses, which the Government intended to 
carry out at a later stage though he could 
not say exactly when. This arose not only 
because of their costs, but because very 
often they were built in the centre of cities 
and the cost of their sites was the most 
important element in their total costs. It 
would be a year or so before the change 
was made in subsidies and that would be 
the time to make clear exactly what the 
Government intended for flats. 

Dealing with the general basis of the sub- 
sidy for flats, the Minister said it was the 
tendency of local authorities to install lifts 
in more than half the blocks of flats up 
to about four storeys, and allowance had 
been made for that. In a large proportion 
of five-storey flats lifts were installed, and 
there was a jump in the subsidy on that 
account. For reasons of building construc- 
tion the cost of erecting a building of six 
storeys rose considerably because _ steel 
framing had to be used for the building. 
That was the reason for the special jump 
in the scale of subsidy for such buildings. 
By and large the cost rose progressively as 
more storeys were added, and that was the 
basis on which they were working. 

The reason why the subsidy on houses 
in new towns and small towns expanded 
under the Town Development Act was 
£24 was that the new towns had not the 
same financial resources as had ordinary 
housing authorities, and had no pool of 
existing houses over which they could spread 
the loss of subsidy on their future houses. 
In expanded towns the rents of new houses 
would be too high for the incoming popu- 
lation to pay unless there was the subsidy, 
and that might mean an increase in other 
rents, thus creating resentment and creating 
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future difficulties about further schemes of 
town development. 

The rates of subsidy would not make their 
impact felt for 18 months, by which time 
the slum-clearance campaign would be well 
under way. The Government’s target was 
to rehouse 200,000 people a year from the 
slums, and to achieve that no fewer than 
60,000 houses a year would have to be pro- 
vided, and to provide for overspill 13,000 
houses a year were being built in new and 
expanded towns. That rate was increasing, 
and the Government would do all they could 
to get it up to 20,000. That meant that 
about 80,000 a year would attract the present 
or the new subsidy, and, assuming that the 
rate of building by local authorities remained 
at 160,000 a year, it meant that only 80,000 
would suffer a cut in the subsidy. That 
would involve a loss in subsidy of about 
£1m. a year. Since the present subsidy was 
fixed about a year ago interest rates had 
risen, but that increase had added only £17 
a year to the cost of a council house. 

He was satisfied that local authorities 
would be well able to continue to build 
the new houses they needed with the revised 
rates of subsidy, but he recognised there 
would be exceptional cases. He and the 
Government were determined that no local 
authority should through lack of finance 
be genuinely prevented from building houses 
which were urgently needed in its area. The 
Bill would stimulate the resumption of slum 
clearance on a large scale. The Government 
were tackling the housing problem on all 
fronts and were pursuing a comprehensive 
and coherent policy. In the long run the 
success of any housing policy depended on 
its having a sound financial basis, and he 
was confident that the Bill would help to 
put housing finances on a fairer and more 
realistic footing. 

Mr. GEORGE LINDGREN, moving the rejec- 
tion of the Bill, said that the Government 
were getting out of the business of providing 
houses for the general needs of the people. 
The Labour Government in 1945, having 
in mind other commitments, decided that 
200,000 was the limit that the economy of 
the country and the capacity of the building 
industry could stand. The Conservatives 
had increased that limit to 300,000, which 
had upset the general economy of the nation. 
Mr. Lindgren, continuing, said that the Bill 
would mean the end of all local-authority 
building for genera] need, and its effects 
in rural areas would be catastrophic. 


THE OPPOSITION’S ATTACK 


The second day of the debate on Monday 
(November 21) opened with an apologia 
for the Labour Party housing policy from 
their chief exponent, Mr. ANEURIN BEVAN, 
who said that the Government were under- 
mining the housing programme. Few local 
authorities would be able to build at the 
same rate as they had formerly, nor would 
slum clearance be fast enough to replace 
the fall in housing which would normally 
occur in normal programmes. The country 
could look forward soon to seeing unem- 
ployment in the building industry, and that 
was what the Government had in mind. 
Their financial operations and policy were 
designed to attack the public sector as much 
as possible and reverse the policies of recent 
years. 

Mr. SANDYS, answering the debate, said 
that the Opposition argument that the Bill 
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would drive local authorities out of house 
building was absurd and misleading. There 
were 250,000 local authority houses now 
under construction; they would not be com- 
pleted for 18 months and so would attract 
the existing subsidy. Before long half the 
houses being built by local authorities would 
be for new towns and overspill and so would 
attract the same subsidy or a higher one. 
Local authorities would also continue to 
receive £50m. a year in subsidies for houses 
already built, which they could spread over 
the relatively small proportion of new 
houses. If they could not afford to finance 
their new building with the new rate of 
subsidy they could apply for additional 
grants. 

Mr. Sandys said he was aware that there 
were cases of real hardship which arose 
from the compulsory acquisition of slum 
property, particularly where an owner-occu- 
pier, who had bought a house in scarcity 
conditions during and since the war, might in 
some circumstances suffer severe financial 
loss which he could not reasonably have 
foreseen. The Government were actively 
considering what could be done in such 
cases, and he would make a Statement as 
soon as possible. 

He hoped to be able to submit proposals 
for local government reorganisation during 
this session. 

The Bill was read a second time by 319 
votes to 243. 

OTHER BUSINESS 
UNFIT HOUSES, DUNDEE 
Mr. GEORGE THOMSON asked the Secre- 


tary of State for Scotland, if he could make 
a statement on the working of the Housing 


(Rent and Repairs) (Scotland) Act, in 
Dundee. 
Mr. StuART.—The_ corporation’s _ pro- 


posals under Section 1 of the Act show that 
23,700 houses in the city are unfit. Of this 
number it is considered that 8,700 houses 
can be rendered fit by the carrying out of 
work either by the owners or the corpora: 
tion. 

I have approved the corporation’s pr0- 
posal to demolish and replace 2,270 houses 
during the next three years. 

At June 30, 1955, the corporation had 
granted 30 applications for certificates of 
disrepair and refused six, while four applica: 
tions were under consideration or had been 
withdrawn. Four certificates were revoked 
after the landlords had done the necessary 
work. 

According to the current valuation roll. 
repairs increases are payable under Part Il 
of the Act in respect of 452 houses in the 
city. 

NEW OFFICE BUILDINGS 

Mr. HUNTER asked the Minister of Works 
what was the approximate total value 0 
office building now under construction 1 
this country. ; 

Mr. NIGEL BircH, replying on November 1) 
said.—It is estimated that some £35-£40d. 
will be spent on new office building wot 
in Great Britain in 1955. Ke 

In a reply to Mr. Hunter the previols 
day Mr. Birch said that the approximate 
value of office building work carried out” 
London between 1945 and the end of 1980 
was £16m. By the end of this year It 
estimated that about another £50m. of work 
would have been carried out. 
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HOUSING ECONOMICS 
Rent Control as the Root Cause of Present Difficulties 


G PEAKING at the Housing Centre, 

London, on October 25 on the sub- 
ject of “ Housing Economics,” Mr. W. B. 
REDDAWAY, director of the Department 
of Applied Economics at Cambridge 
University, said that in spite of the fact 
that the nation had never been so well 
housed as now, housing was a social prob- 
lem which caused as many headaches 
throughout the country as all the other 
social problems put together. 

If he were asked what was the real 
root cause he would be bound to say it 
was rent control. Rents for controlled 
property were still basically what they 
were in 1939, when the cost of building 
and maintenance of houses was not more 
than a third of what it was to-day. 
That meant that nobody—or practically 
nobody—was going to build houses to let 
to-day, even if post-war houses were free 
from rent control. 

Mr. Reddaway thought it was a wise 
move to exempt post-war houses from 
rent control, but he would not expect to 
get much out of this policy except some 
conversions. There would still be the 
great majority of tenanted houses let at 
pre-war rents. These were the rents 
which set a standard in people’s minds. 
Inevitably the Government, faced with a 
big demand for houses and the number 
of pre-war houses inadequate to meet that 
demand, must build houses through the 
local authorities and subsidise them so 
that their rents were brought down to a 
level which would not be thought out- 
rageous in comparison with the rents of 
controlled houses. To give an extra sub- 
sidy to the newly built houses in order to 
keep the rents more in line with those of 
houses on the existing estates would, in 
his opinion, be common sense, but it was 
a policy not always applied. 


INTRINSIC VALUE BASIS 


In general the relative rents of different 
houses on municipal estates should take 
account of how good the houses were as 
houses and not of when they were built 
and at what cost. Here Mr. Reddaway 
drew the analogy of the cost of electricity 
not being any higher to the consumer 
who obtained his current from a power 
station built recently than that to the con- 
sumer whose power came from a power 
Station erected many years ago. If he 
were charged different prices for the same 
article in the shops because one was made 
In a pre-war factory and the other in a 
post-war factory it would be thought very 
peculiar, to say the least. But with 
housing it seemed to be regarded as very 
odd to look at an estate as a whole and 
fix fair relative rents for the houses based 
on their intrinsic value as houses. 

Economists were not so stupid as to 
Suggest that you should treble the rents 
of controlled houses overnight. But at 
least the ball could be set rolling. On 
the Continent they had for a long time 
had schemes of increasing rents by stages 
until they got the economic rent. 

He thought the question of differential 
rents must be looked at very carefully, 


because if the Government gave a lead 
in the direction of more differential rents 
and smaller subsidies on new houses, the 
effect would be that the economic rents 
that were to be charged to the wealthier 
council tenants would go up a long way 
above the rents which could be charged 
on private property, 


“ PENALTY ON CONVERSIONS ” 


Mr. A. APPELBEE said that in one 
London borough some 3,000 houses could 
be converted into flats to give accom- 
modation for 12,000 people, but the 
reason why these houses were not con- 
verted was that the State placed a penalty 
on such conversions of something like 
six times the original Schedule A value 
and the local authority also penalised the 
occupants by charging them something 
like the same increase in rates. In post-war 
Germany converted houses were allowed 
to be almost completely free of such 
charges for a year and that had the effect 
of converting all the big houses into 
fiats. 


Mr. R. A. JENSEN (housing director, 
Paddington BC) said that if housing was 
costing us as a country more than we 
could afford, then surely the first thing to 
do was to ensure that the people who 
were getting a subsidised house were the 
people who really needed a house. It 
should, he suggested, be possible for 
people to join co-operative schemes of 
flat purchase, as was done on the Conti- 
nent. In considering rent levels surely 
the real criterion should be the proportion 
that the rent bore to a man’s wage or 
salary. 


Miss ELIZABETH DENBY suggested that 
municipal housing had become a jugger- 
naut which put up houses and flats for 
people irrespective of whether they 
needed public housing or not. Subsidised 
housing was being weighted in favour of 
something which was not needed by the 
poorer people. 


Commenting on the discussion, Mr. 
REDDAWAY said the moral he wished to 
draw was that the great bulk of the sub- 
sidies were being paid in order to main- 
tain a general level of rents far below 
the level which corresponded to current 
building costs. The real danger of rely- 
ing on the subsidy to underpin rent con- 
trol was that it did not give any financial 
support to the preservation of existing 
houses as opposed to the building of new 
ones. We should be careful to distinguish 
between three sorts of housing needs. 
These were (1) The needs of families for 
separate accommodation; (2) the need for 
a subsidy, which might be something 
quite different, e.g., old age pensioners; 
and (3) the needs of those people who 
could not put down the necessary capital 
for building a house, although they might 
have quite a good income. 

As for rent decontrol, he thought rents 
would have to be raised by stages and the 
changes in rents could be linked with the 
revaluation changes which were going on 
all over the country. 
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INFLATIONARY WAGE 
DEMANDS 


“Unions Themselves to Blame’ 


, 


N his address at the annual general 
meeting of Eastwoods, Ltd., held in 
London on November 17, Mr. G. W. A. 
MILLER, chairman and managing director, 
laid the blame for the present inflationary 
wage demands fairly and squarely upon the 
trade unions. 

Speaking on wages and prices, he said 
that if counsels of moderation and good 
sense prevailed some stability might be 
reached, and expanding production could 
then at last be expressed in terms of price 
reductions with beneficial effects to all, 
producers and consumers alike. 

“Where, then, is the snag?” he asked. 
“The snag is not labour—it is wages, and 
for the present outbreak of inflationary 
applications the unions are almost entirely 
to blame. Not the TUC, not the Govern- 
ment, not the men, but the unions them- 
selves or the irresponsible people in them 
who are busily occupied with making wage 
claims even before the ink is dry on the 
new Budget, coupled of course with the 
abject failure of the nominated bosses of 
nationalised industries to face up to the 
realities of the situation.” 

Mr. Miller had some pertinent remarks 
to make on the brick industry’s need 
for raw materials. “It is proving absolutely 
vital to develop the policy of making good 
deficiencies in the ownership of minerals 
which are our essential raw materials of 
production,” he declared. “This is not 
only necessary to cover the rapid expansion 
of outputs, but also arises from the adverse 
effects of the Town Planning Act upon indus- 
tries such as ours. It is now imperative 
to secure forward cover for the minerals 
over the whole life of the undertaking, other- 
wise you will appreciate that the market 
is gradually being forced artificially to close 
against us in favour of other methods of 
site development. In this direction we are 
also passing through a phase of the most 
unfortunate and very largely artificial infla- 
tion due to the competition for available 
land against all sorts of alternative uses.” 


STOCK BRICK INDUSTRY 


One of their most pressing and vital 
planning problems was the future brick- 
earth reserves of the stock brick industry, 
which he reported last year were then under 
discussion with the Ministry of Housing. It 
was most regrettable that after several years 
of obstruction and delay the industry was 
still urging an early settlement of these 
differences, which had remained unresolved 
for so long, with increasing difficulty and 
embarrassment to all the manufacturers 
affected, who had given every assurance of 
their willingness to facilitate an agreed solu- 
tion by all reasonable means. 

“The situation in this matter,’ he con- 
tinued, “is very well known to many of 
our friends in the House, who are fully 
aware that our post-war expansion policy 
in brick production was directed very largely 
at the express wish of successive Ministers 
of Housing and Works. Now that we have 
spent over £1m. in producing the goods, we 
are fully justified in expecting better support 
than we are getting.” 
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FIXED PRICE TENDERS, 
SCOTLAND 


Builders’ Strong Opposition to Scheme 


BJECTION has been taken to the direc- 
tive of the Secretary of State for 
Scotland to local and county authorities 
that they must insist on fixed-price quota- 
tions for all official building work. This 
is an obvious effort, writes a correspondent, 
to hold constructional costs by passing the 
risk on to the contractor; the Scottish trade 
associations have all indicated that they 
cannot possibly give firm tenders at a time 
when raw-material costs are subject to con- 
siderable variations, jn the same week, and 
even during the same day. 

A stated case was presented to the Prime 
Minister on this matter and was referred 
back to the Secretary of State for Scotland. 
Several building trade associations advised 
their members to return unquoted all tenders 
which insisted on this fixed firm tender basis 
—and this has been done in many cases. 
The matter now stands thus: the Scottish 
Office still demands firm tenders; the trade 
replies that these are impossible; officially, 
trade firms are refusing to quote firm 
tenders; unofficially, some contracts are being 
accepted. where one party, manufacturer, 
merchant, wholesaler or contractor is able, 
or under obligation or willing to run the 
risk of prices going against him over the 
run of the contract. 

Strong criticism of fixed-price contracts 
in building was made by Mr. JouHN R. 
MITCHELL, president of the Scottish Building 
Contractors’ Association. Speaking at their 
recent annual dinner, Mr. Mitchell said that 
the association were very much perturbed 
about the scheme. From its very inception 
they had fought against it tooth and nail, 
and they were making every effort to resist 
such an iniquitous clause appearing in any 
contract. Furthermore, they would con- 
tinue to do so and would not spare them- 
selves until the responsible authorities gave 
them the same conditions as contractors in 
England, where such a clause did not exist. 

Mr. Mitchell said that the cost of build- 
ing to-day was becoming almost prohibitive 
unless for the public authorities, Govern- 
ment-sponsored undertakings and corpora- 
tions, who had apparently limitless purses. 
“This is creating a most unhealthy con- 
dition in our industry. It is causing the 
ordinary building and factory owner, who, 
after all, is the mainstay of the building 
trade, to think twice before paying three 
times more for half the size of the new 
building he requires. 


“ARBITRARY PRICE INCREASES” 

“ Justly or, as our association maintains, 
unjustly, the building contractor is being 
blamed for this state of affairs by the unin- 
formed public. In trying to keep down 
the costs, we as contractors are faced with 
an ever-increasing price market both for 
materials and labour. The strange anomaly 
is that even as the finished costs are rising, 
the pricing for work is becoming keener 
and keener. Judging from the tenders I 
have lodged recently — unsuccessfully — it 
would appear that some contractors on 
making up prices are adopting the tendency 
of the much-maligned direct-labour authori- 
ties of omitting to charge for oncost and 
overheads.” 


Mr. Mitchell said that because of the 
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ramifications of the National Coal Board 
and their control, or lack of it, of the cost 
of coal, the supply of their (the contractors’) 
basic material, the common building brick, 
had become virtually a monopoly and not 
subject to competition, unless among dif- 
ferent brickmakers to see which of them 
was first to advise the contractors of the 
latest arbitrary increase in price. 

“T regret that this monopolistic tendency 
is growing among and affecting other groups 
of the building trade necessities,” he said. 
It was unfortunate that the architect and 
the contractor had at present so relatively 
few traditional raw materials at their dis- 
posal. “I believe that if architects were 
more courageous and daring in their designs 
and specifications they would create the need 
and a market for new _ non-traditional 
materials which require little or no coal in 
their manufacture. If contractors develop 
the necessary new technique to use such 
materials properly, then and only then will 
we again have competition among our sup- 
pliers and among the labour forces. If we 
cannot lower’costs we might at least prevent 
them from going any higher.” 


fcc 


Conference on Town Expansion 
Schemes 


JEPRESENTATIVES of 17 counties 
south-east of a line from the Wash 
to the Solent met at County Hall, London, 
on November 18 to discuss with representa- 
tives of the London County Council the 
possibilities of making further headway in 
joint operations for the expansion of country 
towns. 

Mr. I. J. Haywarpb, Leader of the Council, 
presided at the conference. He defined its 
aims as being to exchange ideas, pool 
information and, above all, to develop in 
regard to town planning and town develop- 
ment the mutual understanding of one 
another’s housing and employment problems, 
needs and desires, which all agreed was the 
only sound basis on which discussions and 
negotiations on town development schemes 
could successfully proceed. 

In appealing for the active co-operation 
and assistance of the county councils, MR. 
W. G. Fiske, housing committee chairman, 
fully recognised that some were already 
doing a good deal in association with the 
local authorities of Greater London as well 
as with the LCC. But in terms of actual 
houses and jobs much remained to be done. 
National as well as local policy was for 
decentralisation from the big cities to locali- 
ties beyond the green belt rings. The policy 
could be no less advantageous to county 
towns and their present citizens than to the 
big cities and the families and industries 
that moved out. 

There followed a frank and useful dis- 
cussion on ways in which the county councils 
might play their part more fully in the four- 
way co-operation between country town, 
county, big city and central government, 
which was the essential basis of town 
development schemes. 

In replying to the discussion, Mr. Fiske 
reaffirmed the concern of the LCC that the 
removal of population and industry should 
proceed simultaneously, and he emphasised 
that the speed of expansion must always be 
decided in concert with the county councils 
as planning authorities. 
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Many speakers voiced their anxiety that 
the hands of the LCC should be strength- 
ened in dealing with the vital problem of 
the reoccupation of vacated industrial 
premises, and the conference unanimously 
resolved that their views on this matter 
should be made known to the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government. 

SiR HUMPHREY GALE, recently appointed 
by the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government as chief adviser on “ overspill” 
matters, stressed the importance of commerce 
as well as industry and population being de- 
centralised. This consideration, he said, was 
very close to the Minister’s heart, for a 
socially balanced community in part de- 
pended on this. Sir Humphrey thought that 
the conference had been most helpful and 
stated that the reception which had been 
given to the whole subject by the county 
representatives had made him most hopeful 
for the future. 


Woolwich Compulsory Purchase Order 


HE London County Council, at their 
meeting on Tuesday, had before 
them a report from the housing committee 
on the refusal by the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government to confirm a com- 
pulsory purchase order on a Woolwich site. 
The committee’s report stated that, in 
February, 1954, the Council decided to 
acquire for housing purposes (by compulsory 
powers if necessary) a disused sports ground 
and orchard, having an area of about 44 
acres, in Courtlands-avenue, Woolwich, on 
which the Council would have provided 
about 80 dwellings. To meet one of the 
grounds of objection by the owners of this 
land, the housing committee approved in 
principle the acquisition of certain adjoining 
lands which would have involved the re- 
housing of three families and would have 
allowed the provision instead of a total of 
108 dwellings. 

At the public inquiry, the objectors were 
supported by a firm of private developers, 
who submitted a detailed layout and stated 
that they were prepared to consider Council 
nominations for occupation of the dwellings. 
The flats they proposed to build, -however, 
are for sale and not for letting. 

The Minister has now refused to confirm 
the Council’s compulsory purchase order 
and has stated that the private developers 
should be allowed to develop the land. 

The housing committee comment as fol- 
lows: “Opportunities to develop sites of 
this character are all too few, and we regret 
the decision not to make this site available 
to the Council as it deprives the Council of 
the opportunity to build much-needed ac- 
commodation to meet its extensive housing 
obligations. Moreover, if as seems possible, 
some of the accommodation to be provided 
by private development on this particular 
site were sold to people from outside Lon 
don, this would be in conflict with the 
Council’s efforts to decentralise population. 


Completion of North Block of the 
County Hall 


THE establishment committee have accep- 
ted the tender of Gee, Walker and Slater, 
Ltd, amounting to £659,331 (increased by 
£247 for carrying out particularly 10'S) 
operations outside office hours) for the 
erection of the superstructure of the North 
Block of the County Hall. 
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A modern block of kilns in the Stratford yard of J. Gliksten & Son, Ltd. 


KILN DRYING AND THE BUILDER 


Advantages of Scientifically Seasoned Timber 
By G. A. KEER (Kilns Manager, J. Gliksten and Son, Ltd.) 


Woop is a substance which has a 

very important place in any build- 
ing, be it factory, office, hotel or house. 
In the ordinary house the roof and 
rafters, floors, windows, doors and 
furniture are generally of wooden con- 
struction, and yet there was never a 
material which was subjected to such 
“rule of thumb ” treatment, 

Fortunately, technical and_ scientific 
methods are gradually creeping in; we 
have better methods of finishing, 
machining, polishing and preservation, to 
quote but a few. Here I shall confine my 
remarks to the need for seasoning or 
drying wood, and the methods of doing it. 

For many thousands of years man has 
used timber, and he knows that to pro- 
duce a good job most of the natural 
moisture which is in it must be dried out. 
We dry timber for many reasons and I 
am fond of quoting Bateson’s* list of 
them in his book on timber drying. 

They are to make wood: (1) stable: 
(2) stronger; (3) lighter; (4) resistant to 
decay; (5) take preservatives if required; 
(6) take paints and polishes if necessary; 
and (7) burn readily, if that be its fate. 

The living tree can contain two or 
three times its own weight in water and 
this is present in the wood in two ways. 
There is the “ free moisture ” which is by 
far the greater quantity, and then there is 
the “ fixed moisture.” 

The “free moisture ” is held inside the 
cells of the wood whilst the “fixed 
moisture” is in the actual cell walls. A 
800d illustration of this can be obtained 
by taking a bucket full of water. The 
free moisture is the water in the bucket, 
Whilst any moisture in the material of the 
bucket would be our fixed moisture. 

: Immediately the tree is felled and sawn 
into planks evaporation takes place, and 
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the first moisture or “sap” to go is the 
free moisture. The point at which all this 
moisture has been evaporated, and where 
the fixed moisture begins to go, is 
known as “ fibre saturation point” and 
is about 30 per cent. moisture content, 
based on the dry weight of the wood. 
This fibre saturation point is very 
important to us, for it is here that our 
troubles start. 

The usual method of drying timber is 
to “air season” it, and this means the 
separation of layers of boards by sticks 
to allow a free circulation of air around 
them, and this, with the help of the sun, 
will gradually dry the wood out. It is, 
however, a long and expensive process 
and is entirely dependent upon the 
vagaries of our weather. Wood is a 
hygroscopic material and will dry by the 
air-seasoning methods to a point where 
its moisture content is in equilibrium 
with that of the surrounding atmosphere. 
In the United Kingdom the average 
moisture content of timber which has 
been seasoned out of doors varies from 
17 to 23 per cent. 


DEFECTS OF SEASONING 


There are many defects which arise 
during seasoning, and of these such 
things as warping and twisting are 
usually mechanical failures and are due to 
bad. methods of stacking and handling the 
timber in its pile, but others like splitting, 
checking and shrinkage occur after we 
have reached the fibre saturation point 
already mentioned, and are subject to 
control during the drying process. 

The point at which I am trying to get 
is this. If timber is seasoned in the open 
air, and is then, for example, used for the 
interior work of a building where the 
atmosphere is drier than the open air, the 
wood must continue to lose moisture and, 
therefore, will continue to shrink and 
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split, etc., without any means of control. 


It was usual in more leisurely days to 


keep wood for interior work under cover 
for some time before using it, but today 
that is not always possible and we must 
look for some other method of seasoning. 


The answer to this problem has been 


found in the modern dry kiln, and today 
by scientific methods we are able te 
season timber so that it is suitable for any 
particular use. 


There are many types and makes of 


timber drying kilns, but usually they con- 
sist of a brick- or concrete-built com- 
partment, containing steam-heating coils, 
steam sprays and a method of air 
circulation—the same three factors which 


regulate seasoning in the open air, but all 


are under the control of the kiln operator. 
Generally, these kilns fall into two cate- 
gories, 
cross-shaft types, and the accompanying 
sketches explain 


the longitudinal-shaft and the 
the reason for these 
names. Not only can we safely reduce 
the moisture content of timber to any 


desired point with the kiln, but it is 


possible to guard againsi such things as 
worm attack, dote, etc. 

To the timber merchant kilning has 
many advantages. He is, for instance, 
able to carry smaller stocks because of 
the speed of drying, and he can turn over 
his capital more often, but as we are now 
concerned with the consumer perhaps I 
can try to elaborate on some of the 


advantages which properly seasoned 
wood can claim. 
We have already discussed fhe 


troubles which occur when timber starts 
to lose its moisture—the shrinkage and 
subsequent splitting and warping—and 
my first point is that when machining 
timber for a specific job, it is surely far 
better to have this trouble in the open, 
knowing that because it has been dried te 
a moisture content which is suitable to the 
atmosphere surrounding it, there can be 
little, if any, more movement in the 
finished job. 

Secondly, some of the prejudice against 
kiln-dried timber has been brought about 
because craftsmen have said that timber 
dried ia this way is harder and more 
brittle than air-seasoned material. This 
is not so, however. The experts tell us 
that timber for timber and moisture con- 
tent ‘for moisture content there is ne 
difference in the texture, etc., of any 
timber dried by either means, but of 
course it must be remembered that kiln- 
dried material is usually of a lower 
moisture content than the air-dried tim- 
ber, and therefore it is possible that 
because of this it may be a little harder 
or more brittle. Timbers dried at high 
temperatures may have a slight strength 
reduction, but this can be adjusted by 
kilning at a low temperature if it is 
known that strength is important. 

My third point is that when a builder 
starts to lay the foundations of a build- 
ing, the depth and strength of those 
foundations are a carefully worked-out 
factor and are not subject to any hit-or- 
miss methods. Why then should we buy 
and use timber for the same job and hope 
that it will be suitable so far as its con- 
dition is concerned ? By using kiln-dried 
timber we can ask for material condi 
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tioned to a certain degree and, providing 
proper care is taken after receipt, be 
reasonably certain of the result. 


CARE BEFORE USE 


Though kiln drying is a scientific pro- 
cess, even the best of work can be ruined 
if proper care is not taken to ensure that 
the timber keeps its condition before use. 
By this 1 mean that because wood is 
hygroscopic it can not only lose 
moisture but can also gain it if the sur- 
rounding atmosphere is_ favourable. 
Therefore, any consumer should first of 
all satisfy himself that the timber he is 
receiving is dried according to his speci- 
fication and then take steps to ensure 
that it remains so. Ideally, the timber 
should be stored in an air-conditioned 
shed or building, with the humidity and 
temperature adjusted to the required 
conditions. The shop in which manufac- 
turing takes place should also be 
subjected to the same control, and the 
building into which the job is going 
should have been thorcughly dried out 
and in its normal working atmosphere. 
These conditions, however, can very 
rarely be attained in practice, but in any 
case, please do not leave seasoned wood 
uncovered in open fields exposed to the 
elements ; try to provide some protection 
for it ; and please do not lay floors, etc., 
on green concrete, for these are only 
some of the things which, believe it or 
not, do occur. 


SUITABLE MOISTURE CONTENTS 


This problem of finding the most suit- 
able moisture content for timber in 
various positions is one which has exer- 
cised the minds of scientific and technical 
men the world over. Our own Forest 
Products Research Laboratory at Princes 
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Risborough have published a number of 
works and recommendations on this 
subject, whilst research establishments in 
other parts have performed similar work 
with regard to their own particular 
countries’. needs. In America, for 
example, far greater use is made of air 
conditioning and central heating for 
houses and public buildings than in this 
country, and therefore the moisture 
content of timber in these situations is 
lower than we should use over here. 

Taking the average home in Great 
Britain, with a dining-room, lounge and 
three bedrooms, it is obvious that con- 
ditions vary greatly from room to room. 
The dining-room is heated by a fire and 
is usually fairly warm throughout the 
year, and accordingly the conditions in 
this room would be such that furniture, 
flooring, doors, and so on, would need 
to be at a lower moisture content than 
in the other rooms where heating is 
spasmodic. 


It would not be possible to take care 
of all the various conditions which would 
have to be met in different parts of 
houses, factories and other buildings, and 
we try to obtain an average which will 
give us the minimum amount of move- 
ment. A list of such average recom- 
mended moisture content requirements 
would be out of place in this article, but 
I would suggest that the undermen- 
tioned* booklets or pamphlets be studied 
by those who want this information. 


pease. Timber De- 
College Hill, London 
Handbook. By Stevens 


*(1) Timbers for House 
velopment Association, Ltd., 2 
EC4. (2) Kiln Operators’ 
& Pratt HM Stationery Office. (3) Chart—The 
Intelligent Use of Timber. Kiln Owners’ Association, 
1S, New Bridge-street, EC4. (4) Pamphlet—reprint 
from ‘‘ Architects’ Journal.’’ Obtainable from the 
Kiln Owners’ Association. (5) Any other technical 
information can be obtained from the Department of 
Scientific and Industrial Research, Forest Products 
Research Laboratory, Princes Risborough, Bucks. 
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Longitudinal shaft (left) and cross-shaft types of kiln. 








November 25 1955 






The old prejudice against kiln drying | 
is gradually being overcome by good | 


methods and conscientious service by | 


kiln owners, but there still remains the | 


question of cost. This is not so high 4; | 
might be thought. The expense which j | 


incurred in thoroughly air drying timber | 
to-day is very great, large yards cost much | 
in rent and rates, insurance is heavy, and | 
large stocks a capital burden which j; | 


hard to carry. By kilning much of thi; | 
is Overcome, and when the actual tech. 
nical benefits of kilning are added, we | 
find that there is very little difference ip | 
the costs of the two methods of drying 


Schedule of Charges 
THE Kiln Owners’ Association have 
issued a Schedule of Charges for kiln | 
drying, and for anyone interested a cop 
can be obtained from The Secretary, 
Kiln Owners’ Association, 15, New 
Bridge-street, EC4. 


COMPULSORY PURCHASE 
DECISION 
Battersea Order Refused 

HE Minister of Housing and Loca 

Government has decided, after a pub- 

lic inquiry, not to confirm the Compulsory 

Purchase Order of the Battersea Borough 

Council in respect of Nos. 3 and 5, Thur 

leigh-avenue, Wandsworth Common (which 
accommodate five families). 

In the course of his decision the Minister 
states that the Counci] did not submit plans 
of the proposed layout, but it was indicated 
at the inquiry that they intended to erect 
10 dwellings on the site. The net gain in 
housing units would not therefore be ver | 
great and the Minister was of the opinion 
that the Council’s proposals did not justify 
knocking down two large houses with a 
useful life. He had accordingly decided | 
not to confirm the Order. 
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NEW HOUSING IN AN INDIAN CITY 


A Talk at the Housing Centre 


How housing for several different 

grades of society is being accom- 
plished in the city of Chandigarh in India 
(the Punjab) was described by Mr. 
Maxwell Fry, CBE, FRIBA, at the Hous- 
ing Centre recently. Mr. Fry was 
deputising for Miss Jane Drew, FRIBA, 
who had agreed to be the original speaker 
but is now at work in Persia. Mr. Max 
Lock, FRIBA, who presided over the 
meeting, said that just over three years 
ago, when on a British Council tour, he 
was met at Chandigarh by Mr. Maxwell 
Fry and introduced to some of the people 
who were working with him. He would 
never forget the great interest and 
enthusiasm with which 30 to 40 young 
architects were taking on the building-up 
of a new community there. 

Mr. MAXWELL Fry made it clear at the 
start of his talk that the building of 
Chandigarh was being done with the 
minimum of mechanisation and a limited 
number of materials. But, although the 
price of steel was high and the amount of 
it used in building there had to be cut 
down severely, bricks were cheap and 
labour was by far the cheapest item, being 
paid the lowest wage of any labour in the 
world, 

The plan with which he was associated 
was for the development of a city of 
150,000 people on a relatively flat site, 
with just a slight drainage inclination. 
The area was divided up into sectors 
which measured half a mile one way and 
three-quarters of a mile the other and 
outside the boundaries of the sectors 
were fast motor roads. 

At Chandigarh, Corbusier (who did the 
plan) had had to build a cheap town on 
a flat site with no separation of the major 
arteries and he had done it by making the 
planning turn away from the fast motor 
roads into the sectors. Mr. Fry thought 
it would be possible to keep the motor 
roads for motors only and turn the 
housing inwards into the _ sectors. 
Chandigarh had water-borne drainage, 
electric light and a very carefully con- 
sidered road plan, which made building a 
fairly expensive affair. After taking into 
account the land that was needed for 
toads, public services and social ser- 
vice buildings such as schools, clinics, 
community centres and the like, the cost 
of land which could be sold for housing 
worked out at about 18s. a square yard 
for the smaller sites down to 6s. 7d. a 
Square yard for the larger ones. This 
apparent disparity in cost was balanced 

y the much greater weight of social ser- 
vice building which went on the land in 
the more densely occupied sectors. 


COSTS SLASHED 


Explaining that he and his colleagues 
Worked to what he called their “ Bible,” 
— was the project estimate, Mr. 
eee Wey said they had to provide 
ousing in 13 categories. For political 
reasons the first estimates of cost had 
een slashed until they were below what 
= could reasonably expect, but they 
ad to accept the fact that the work had 
0 be done unreasonably. For the lowest 


class of house, intended for the lowest 
grade of worker—the messenger class, 
the type which opened doors for you and 
so on—the limit was to be 2,350 rupees, 
or about £254. 

The architects met representatives of 
all the 13 grades of people for whom 
houses were to be provided and discussed 
the plans with them. 

The lowest type of house had two 
rooms, with a w.c. and wash-place and 
kitchen. This was above the existing 
minimum standard of housing in India. 

To build these houses good red bricks 
at 30s. a thousand were available, made 
on the periphery of the site on ten brick- 
fields. Production was 25,000 bricks a 
day, made in wooden moulds. This was 
a very decent type of brick. The labour 
employed moved in from other districts, 
whole families of them, and built them- 
selves living accommodation with pieces 
of wood and grass. These were most 
cheerful people, although their lives were 
miserable and their mortality rate high. 
They were, however, skilled building 
labourers. The women did quite heavy 
work, such as ramming and the men 
bricklaying and masonry. They worked 
hard from dawn to dusk. 


OVERCOMING TABOOS 


Referring to the difficulties and compli- 
cations brought into designing the houses 
by the existence of so many taboos, 
rules and regulations attaching to Indian 
life and the religions of the people, Mr. 
Maxwell Fry said that although the 
houses were provided with running water, 
w.c.s and so on, still the sweeper class 
could not be allowed to enter the house 
on the same track as other people. They 
must not enter the kitchen, the women 
must have one side of the house to them- 
selves and so on. He had tried his best 
to make a plan in which all these require- 
ments were taken care of. Thus a sepa- 
rate door was provided for the sweeper. 
The plans were discussed at all stages 
with the people who were to occupy the 
houses and the architects (most of whom 
were Punjabis) and were thus first a joint 
project of the whole office and then built 
as a result of the meetings with the future 
occupants. 

Pointing out that all cooking in the 
Indian kitchen is done at floor level, Mr. 
Maxwell Fry said that the sink had to 
be placed on the floor, especially as the 
Indian cook uses metal vessels which are 
normally cleaned with wood ash and not 
with soap. For house types from Nos. 10 
to 13 the kitchen was first designed for 
this normal practice of cooking at floor 
level. This was done for two reasons— 
to suit the customers and because it was 
cheaper. For the No. 9 type of house a 
kitchen was designed more or less on the 
Western lines, but even when a full-scale 
model had been made for the women to 
inspect it was impossible to obtain any 
clear-cut opinion as to what they wanted. 
However, houses of this type were built 
with the Western type kitchen included, 
Then the architects received deputations 
from the people who would be occupying 
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types Nos. 10, 11 and 12 saying, “Why 
can’t we have these kitchens?” 

On the strength of that the team pro- 
ceeded to suggest that houses could be 
built which did not have a separate entry 
for the sweeper, with a self-cleansing w.c 
and a bathroom upstairs and downstairs. 
This posed the question: “ Which is more 
important, space or conformity to old 
habits?” The team argued that a number 
of things, such as the vast hydro-electric 
scheme for the Punjab, the growing net- 
work of bus services, the Indian cinema 
and radio and the rapid rate of Indian 
industrialisation were making great 
changes in the way of life of the people. 
So, they said, they had to take a chance 
in designing these houses. 


PROVISION OF SHADE 


They produced a house in which, in- 
stead of a verandah, a sort of eggbox 
design protected the living rooms from 
the heat. This eggbox was made of brick 
plastered and reinforced and kept the 
back walls, from which it stood out 
some distance, in perpetual shade. This 
design also enabled the heated air to pass 
up and out of the house. Another reason 
for substituting this idea for the deep 
verandah was that the latter was too 
expensive. 

Roofs were made flat because in India, 
when the heat is very bad, the people 
spend a lot of time on the roof top and 
even sleep there. The inside of the house 
is used for only part of the year. 

As the architects progressed in design- 
ing the houses the window space became 
less and less, until in some designs the 
windows were tiny. 

The low-cost houses, said Mr. Maxwell 
Fry, cost about 7 rupees a super foot, 
sometimes a little less. They had 10ft., 
ceilings, in fact this ceiling height was 
fairly standard throughout the designs. 
The tools used by the building operatives 
were similar to those in uniform use in 
West Africa and, indeed, were about 
equal to those in use during the Roman 
period in this country. 


CEMENT PRICE RINGS 
Bristol to Invite Belgian Tenders 


WHEN tenders are next issued for the 
supply of cement for Bristol Corporation, a 
tender form will be sent to a London firm 
who have asked if the Corporation would 
be interested in a quotation for cement from 
Belgium. 

The city engineer, Mr. J. B. BENNETT, told 
the public works committee that he had 
used both Belgian and German cement on 
public works. Some British cement was of 
better quality than British Standard specifi- 
cations, while some came within the require- 
ments without leaving a margin. 

If Belgian cement was bought, he said, 
there would be no fear of its not complying 
with British Standard specifications. 

“The mere fact that they are being 
allowed to tender may have an effect on 
the British cement price rings,” commented 
a member of the committee. 

When, recently, Bristol Corporation re- 
ceived 14 tenders for the supply of cement, 
all of them quoting an identical price, ques- 
tions were asked in the House of Commons 
and shortly afterwards an inquiry into price 
Tings was announced by the Government. 




















































































tier information given on these pages has been specially compiled 

for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices of 
materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and merchants. 
AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 


Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 

St. Pancras 
’ £ gs. -d. 
Pit Bailast ; sen oes eae sie oss “per ya. 1 3 36 
Pit Sand ee ies ais she beg bas on 1 244 
Washed Sand a — sa See 1 6 1 
i in. Shingle. i he sis fee a5 as i 2 
} in. Broken Brick ‘ at oe iis ees ne I -0°20 
Pan Breeze ue 10 3 
Fi ine or Coarse Foamed Slag “Aggregate per ton 3.0 9 


2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 


CEMENT, etc. 

Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 

Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion deiivered Charing Cross area. 


6-ton loads and vee site per ton SD: a: 16 


1 to 6 tons, site Ps 53. °6 
Rapid Hardening Cement in 6-ton loads and up- 

wards to site ois me _ ssa $s $12 0 

1 to 6 tons do. site athe 3% os 6 0 


Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 
Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots a re 1s 2D 


Other colours —— to colour. 


In 4-ton lots from 295s. Od. to 685s. Od. per ton. 
White Portland Cement “ae es S56 - ie 12) 
Under | ton nes Ae ms hae a “perewt. aa | 
417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 

and upwards per ton 614 0 
Super Cement (W aterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 

Portland Cement. 
Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £11 5s. Od. to £14 Os. Od. 

(1-ton loads and upwards). 
Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 

ous cement, 6-ton lots and up ss 14 8 3 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads at Railway Depot, 

Eondon say Pa 6 8 9 
Moler Mortar Pow der for Flue Bricks (London 

Sites) . eek “a6 BS aes RS -» per cwt. 110 0 
BRICKS 
Full Loads. 
First Hard Stocks - oss sind ine ~« per 13000 11 17 0 
Second Hard Stocks ... Be = - sae mn 10 16 O 
Mild Stocks (Kiln Burnt)... ro - asi a 9 1 6 
Mild Stocks... _ 8 16 6 
All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 

of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 

be obtained from job to job. 
2§ in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C. 

District Commons 5 ae he - $3: 8 

Cellular do. * ‘a ia sie es 7 513 0 

Keyed do. Sei = svt ac ses ae 515 0 

Rustics a ve es “is = aes = 618 0O 
Cellular Rustics bow wee som sie ide om 618 0 
Single Bullnose do. ... ee -~ sie ies % 613 0 

Sandfaced see aa 713 0 
Bes: Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) . _ 27. 36 

Do. Bullnose (London Stations) ite a oe 27 19 6 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) ... va Ae os 24 14 0 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London sites) sos is a 10 8 0 
Uxbridge Whites (London sites) _... re “a 911 6 
oe? ‘Purpose Sandlime Bricks (London sites) ... nA 714 0 

24 in. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks —_— 

stations) ‘ a aa 26 6 3 
3 in. do. “(London stations) ae “ ee - 31 12 0 
22 in. Moler Flue Bricks (London sites) : os 36 0 O 
23 in. Machine- made Sandfaced Red Facings 

(London sites) +5 14 8 6 
2% in. Machine-made “Multi Red Facings (London 

sites) P= 1413 6 
2% in. Hand- made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 

sites) . 5 IS 6 O 
23 in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi- ‘Colour. Facings 

(London sites) = 16 1 0 
Hand-made Sandfaced Cherry, Red Facings. Berk- 

shire district (London sites) ons és i? 6S 6 
Hand-made Sandfaced Multi - Colour Facings. 

Berkshire district (London sites) ~ a fs iy -3 6 
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Se 
Rubber Bricks for gauged arches (London sites) ... 


23 in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London sites) a 13 6 0 
23 in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London sites) kes ee a 14 18 0 
Glazed Bricks (L ondon sites), Ww hite, Ivory, Brown— 
Stretchers = ‘ we aed aon = 64 0 0 
Headers ala ty oes e 63 0 0 
Quoins, Bullnose and 4} in. Flats see sale . 80 0 0 
Double Stretchers ... os ar as ee ee 85 0 0 
Double Headers _... ia ee see eae fs 77 10 0 
One side and two ends Fe oe aos af ei 87 0 0 
Two sides and one end oe ve Ss ne as 89 10 0 
Splays and Squints : ans 83 0 0 


Cream and Bult £3 extra over White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 174%, for Best quality and 
plus 173% less 10% for Second quality. 


PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. (W.C. District). 
HOLLOW CLAY PARTITION BLOcKs (Keyed) 


Minimum 

lorry loads. 
| ee a ae 140 yds. yee . per yd. sup. 4 4 
ees. coe ae = 140 yds. Le pr me 47 
*3in. (3 cavity) ae 120 yds. te 5 4 

BUILDING BLOCKS (Keyed) 

*3 in. (6 cavity) 10 yds. es see ee 5 6 
*4 in. (6 cavity) 95 yds. ioe 6 9 


6 in. (83 in. 5§ in.) 1,250 blocks . per 1,000 26 6 0 
* Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE 


7 |) a! ee Ae 100 yds. ... per yd. sup. 3 9 
Pa 3 ~ 85 yds. Ae cas 4 4 
oT ee ees Sats 75 yds. ies ee om 5 3 
it ee roe ae 55 yds. oe uae a 6 5 
CRANHAM_ 
2 io. ee 6 8 
23 in be 7 4 
ss re ne oe es xe oe ae i 7 
490. <3 Po re ae oe a he a 10 7 
4} in. Load bearing quality... Pee ore ke a ll 8 
MOLER PARTITION BLOCKS 
ci ee ree ers 150 yds. Per ae ee 5:6 
Zen... er Sas 120 yds. oss ies a2 15 9 
SARS 80 ae sts 100 yds. Pee +5 a 16 0 
41D. ese : poe 90 yds. iis we 19 0 


BUILDING AND PARTITION BLOCKS OF VARIOUS 
MANUFACTURE 


LIGHTWEIGHT CONCRETE 
SOURCES OF 


2aNs. “5 ae Ses 100 yds. bes as ‘y 5 9 
2240s sce ae inh 80 yds. a eee ae 6 Il 
7. = on 65 yds. aa pie o 8 | 
4in. ... a ia 50 yds. sare eae Re 9 4 
ALIN. | .<z aoe Kae 44 yds. eee “er oe 10 2 
Gd. sce ner 33 yds. ss 13 8 
THERMALITE PARTITION BLoc KS 
24 in Se sag 120 yds. ms 6 ll 
THERMALITE LOADBEARING INSULATING BLOCKS 
SARS eve Be aes 100 yds. sins aes is 34 
Ct ne sue sas 75 yds. ee — mS 10 9 
el oes sae so 60 yds. des oes ss Is 9 
ke” <2 eae eas 50 yds. exe as 5 16 |} 
Bins... e's iss 374 yds. a sé a E Ls 
SARs ces < 33 yds. a 1 4 3} 


FLooR BLOCKS AND FILLER TILES 
3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. adie 12 in. delivered in full ; 
lorry-loads ... ve ar . per 1,000 33 3 0 


4 in. do. «:. se sap ve sae si ke 35 0 
5 in. GO: ss nee ses re is ase = 42 10 0 
6 in. GOs :.. eee ase Ae 47 17 0 
7 in. GO.. .c05 rer or ona awe in ie 58 8 0 
8 in G0; +. ane ore ve ah ae as 68 9 0 
10” x 3” x §’Filler Tiles in multiples of 10 tiles per 1,000 multiples 56 15 0 
12" <3" xe" do. do. = es 64 10 : 
10” x 4" x%" do. do. os % 71 0 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. Pi 
The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 
delivered London Area. ; 
Delivered ex Merchants Wharf or Depot 
Over 100 pieces Under 100 pieces 


Over 2 tons Under 2 tons iar tons 
. ae — F117 y/4 eS anes 
Best Quality fitfe ” 0% +130% 


L 10% - 10‘ 

+374 %%4 1173% +375 y 
1474 L. 1174% +474%+1307% 
Delivered ex Manufacturers Works 


BSS Best do. ... oa 
Tested Quality... ~- 
BSS Tested do. 


Best Quality ve +85% +105% + (ee 
BSS Best do. \.. +10% +85% +10% +105% +10% +1I%% 
Tested Quality +374%4+85% +374%4+105% +301 ts 

T 3 /o /@ 


BSS Tested do.... +474°%+85%  +474%+105% 
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per 1,000 41 10 0 
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64 0 0 
63 0 0 
80 0 0 
85 0 0 
77 10 O 


89 10 0 
83 0 0 


10 
ll 8 


15 6 
15 9 
16 0 
19 0 
S OF VARIOUS 


5 9 
6 Ih 
8 | 
9 4 
10 2 
13 8 


6 ll 


sles 56 


lard List prices 


der 100 pieces 
Under 2 tons 


130° 509 
10% + 130 % 
374 “44 130 / 
474 % +1307 

+ 115%, 
10% +115% 
374° + 11570 
474 % + 1157 
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STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc.—continued 


£ 
3 in. Land Drain ~ ~ 12 in. itanaed .. per 1,000 11 
4 in. a0... 7 ee a 14 


DAMP COURSE 


Hessian base bitumen 7 Ib. per yd. sup. in 24 ft. rolls 
cut to wall widths in lots of £6 value and over 
delivered London area . per yd. sup. 


Asbestos base ditto 7 Ib. per yd. sup. do. do. oe 


Lead lined bitumen ditto 94 lb. per yd. sup. do. oy 

18 in. x 9 in. British damp course slates ... . per 1,000 38 
14in. X 9 in. do. do. ... oa ve s 29 
9in. x 9 in. do. do. vas ae a4 18 
18 in. x 44 in. do. do. sad ore oe 17 
14 in. x 44 in. do. do. ee am eo 14 
Jin. x 44 in. do. do. ace aes ie 9 
STONE 


Bath Stone-— 

Monks Park 

St. Aldhelm Box Ground 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 

B.R. Western Region. 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered London area , 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area wei , a 
Portland Stone— 

Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B.R. 
Southern Region > 

Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin ‘Hood Quality. 

Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 

9 in. x 3 in. Rubbed, weathered, throated and 
stooled cills 


. per ft. cube 


. per ft. cube 3 


12in. x 6 in. do. “do. ‘i os P 
12in. x 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated a 1 
12in. x 3in. Weathered and twice throated coping eS 2 
l4in. X 6 in. do. do. adi a 2 
44 in. x 9in. Plinth, rubbed on top and face 2 


3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes ... : . per ft. sup. 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 i in. 


thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork per ft. cube 1 


Do. do. fair one edge for fair faced 
brickwork ase ie awe cee 2s 1 
Hard York— 
12in. x 2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 
l4in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 
and front ... per ft. cube 2 
12 in. x 6 in. Plain Steps, ‘rubbed. top and front ‘ia 2 


2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes per ft. sup. 
2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes per yd. sup. 2 


TILES AND PANTILES 


Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000. 
Machine-made Pantiles and French — Tiles from 


Lincolnshire district Si 29 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district ve «aa Sia 50 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district ... Sea 58 


Hand-made 10}. x 64 tiles Berkshire district ies ane 14 


Machine-made 104 = 64 Staffordshire district ... rhe 13 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. aia asa 1 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. ... ad aes 1 
Concrete tiles 104 x 64 we wae AF 3a 8 

do. Interlocking (49S) a 2s waa 19 


Nore.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 


SLATES 

First- cpg Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage 
paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per 
1,000 actual. 
24 x 12 124 
7% 2 103 
eX fi 93 
20 x 12 88 
20 x 10 82 
18 x 10 59 
1x 9 52 
16 x 10 49 
16x 8 ar Re ope ve xe <a 38 

‘Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 

TIMBER 

Softwood— 


Joinery quality Ex. Was per standard 


NK UN KDW 


coo 


aon 


0 
0 
0 


9 


34 


wWASCSo Oo A © ACSSCoCAn 


conocoocoecance 


SwWwAOGCCSASHL 


£110 to £135 


Tcassing quality ... é £98 to £102 
1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. i £108 0 0 
Hardwood— 

Mahogany—African S.E. do. per ft. cube 1 10 
Honduras do. do. = a 3 
oa European do. do. om e 3 
do. Japanese do. eee do. ee 2 10 
1 do. English Logs sawn ... do. a 1 17 
er 8 in. average S.E.... do. pe 3 15 
alnut African Logs sawn ... do. ; RS 


coaceco 
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DOORS (in Lots I-I1) 


Delivered London area. £ 
1} * 4 Horizontal Panel. Pattern 4 in. deal 
Zt. Oin. x 6. 6in. ... oF saa 
2 ft. 3 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 
in. do. but top panel open. Pattern 4 x G in deal 
2 ft. 6 in. * 6 ft. 6 in. “aa sas oad 
2 ft.9 in. x 6 ft. 6in. ... 
in. Panel, top panel ron Pattern 2 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. ea 
2 ft. 9 in. ~enem 


each 


NN 


x G in deal 


NN 


SUNDRIES 


Delivered London area. 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. 
quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. to'l ton) . 

1} in. do. (67 yds. to 1 ton) . poe pe 

(52 yds. to I ton) . “ae a 

(45 yds. to 1 ton) . a = 

i do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) . 

Quantities under | ton add ia. per 4 in. of thickness. 

4 in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 

per 100 sq. ft. 


” 


0 in. in 
«os per yd. 


. Hardboard do. 
do do ? ans a 
- Asbestos Flat Building S Sheets. . per yd. sup. 
+ in. do. ry ‘ ai a ‘a 
Roofing Felt, 1- -ply ... ea wi je aie 28 
ply aa aia 
Best Scotch Gig in slabs 
do pearl 


i per t cwt. 
1. 28 Ib. 


Croid Glue vi 
. per ton 


Cut Nails 3 in. (- ton lots) a e 

do. 4 in. and up (1-ton lots) ae i 

Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) aaa ... per cwt. 
do 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) “od ‘ae - 


woelBrouw 


METALS 


Steet Joists, Erc. 
Basis Joists— 
6in. < Sin., 8 in. x Sin.,8in. * 6in., 10 in. x 6in. 

12 in. X 6 in. plain cut to lengths delivered 

London area 
Extra for sizes 
3in. « Ihin. 
3in. < 3in. 
4in. x 3in. 
Sin. x 24in. 
4}in. x l}in. 
Sin. x 4$in. 
6in. < 3 in. 
6in. x 44in. 
9in. x 4in. 
12in. « Sin. 
9in. < Tin. 
14in. x Shin. 


perton 41 
4in. x 1}in. 


< 44 in. 
< 3in. 


3} in. 


10 in. 
Sin. 


: 
Wm me KD 


ia 13 in. 
24 in. x 7hin. 
7in. < 4in. 

10in. x Sin. re one Pe 
22 in. x 7in. waa oan ” 
10in. x 8in. 12in. x 8in. 

14 in. x 6in. 14 in. * 8in. 

1S5in. X Sin. 1Sin. x 6in. 16in. x 6in. a 
16in. 8 in. 18 in. < 6in. 18 in. < 7in. 

18in. x 8 in. 20 in. x 6} in. 20 in. < 7hin. J 

Steel angles average price me ae ae 

Steel tees average price 7 

Fabricated work delivered London— 

R.S. Joists cut and fitted nee re rae 57 
Compound girders see a — ane 
Stanchions es : aes re! aa ae 68 
Compound stanchions dad ake ij 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins - an ve = 85 

Average prices not for awkward work. 

Angle cleats and § in., ? in. and in. bolts anenne 

price London area . 


x Sin. me 


" Sin. x 4in. 


x X 


-— —N 


<x 


per cwt. 4 
Fen RRO- Concrete BARS 
Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 ex London 
Stock % in. diam., and siaaunens ve 42 


+ in. — per ton extra 7 
fs in 0 eee eee occ ese eee eee ” 

¢in. do. ... aad — a pits tad ai 2 
sim. dao ... aa a as aa a 1 


MiLp STEEL TUBES 
Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. 
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List prices and following discounts: 


Galvanised Tube— W.I. Fittings Malleable Fittings 
Class A + 73% 
Class B + 184% Light + 324% Malleable List—32}% + 40% 
Class C + 353% Heavy + 40% 

Black— 
Class A — 144% 
Class B— 23% Light + 193% Malleable List—324 % 


Class C + 114°% Heavy + 274% 
C.I. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 


Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths 


Sto 

Gutters Nozzles En 
3 in. a ie ane ae aco! 3/2 /il 
34 in. oes : : 3/103 3/5 fil 
4 in. 4/114 3/10 1/4 
4¢ in. 5/54 4/4 {7 
5 in. 6/1 4/8 1/il 
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METALS—continued 
C.J.0.G. GUTTERS 


Stop 

Gutters Nozzle Ends 
3 in. 4/ 4/1 1/1 
33 in. 5/1} 4/1 1/4 
4 in. 5/8 4/4 1/7 
4h in. 6/1 4/11 1/11 
> In. sh ies bee 6/8 5/8 2/2 
. C.I. RAIN-wWaArerR PIPES 
Per yd. in 6-ft. lengths Pipe Bends __ Branches 
= 1D. ¥ 7/7 3/10 5/7 
23 in. 7/7 4/4 7/5 
3-n. 8/6 5/5 8/1 
34 in, ane ke wae _ as 9/8 6/4 9/8 
4 in. seis ses mm wae ae 11/23 7/9 11/6 
mt L.C.C. CoaTep Soi. Pipes 
2 in. We diode os, oe cs 8/74 6/8 8/1 
24 in 9/04 7/4 10/1 
3 in. 10/2 8/1 11/il 
34 in 11/44 10/1 13/11 
matt 12/114 11/3 16/5 


Above prices for gutters, rain-w ater and soil pipes for under 5 cwt. lots 
only. Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300 dated F pebruary 1, 1955, plus 74% 
and tonn: ige allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent., 2-ton lots 24 per cent. 


L.C.C. CoaTep DRAIN PIPES 


In 9-fts. 
; cwt. qr. Ib. per yd. Bends Branches 
4 in. sh _ as 1 1 17 7/4 19/3 34/- 
6 in. ons “sc VD I 40/9 51/- 81/9 
Asnestos RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
All less 173 per cent. discount. 
2 in. 2} in 3 in. 4 in. 
Pipes 6-ft. lengths .. per yd. 3/9 4/- 4/10 6/5 
ieeee nit . each 2/5 2/8 3/2 4/3 
Single Branches sale - 3/9 4/6 5/4 7/6 
Bends square or obtuse 2/8 2/11 3/9 5/4 
Swan Necks 43 in. proj. 2/11 3/9 4/3 5/11 
do. 6in. do. m 3/2 3/9 4/10 6/5 
Assestos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
4 in. 4} in. 5 in. 6 in. 
Gutters 6-ft. lengths ... per yd. Aad 3/11 4/8 5/74 
Drop ends ses each 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/7 
Stop Ends “ide sis ~ 10 il 1/- 1/2 
Angles ... 2/11 3/5 4/1 4/10 
Nozzles 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/7 
Union Clips 1/5 1/8 2/1 2/5 
ASBESTOS H. ALF- -Rot ND GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
3 in. 4in. 4} in. 5 in. 6in 
Gutters 6-ft. lengths per yd. 2/6 2/114 3/04 3/7 5/- 
Drop ends each 2/1 2/5 2/8 2/11 4/3 
Stop ends 9 10 11 1/- 1/2 
Angles im 2/5 2/8 2/11 3/2 4/3 
Nozzies = a 2/1 2/5 2/8 2/11 4/3 
Union Clips \/- 1/1 1/2 1/4 2/- 


Per ton basis 

in London 

Ss. a 

Iron—Staffordshire Crown Merchant Seoul on 43 i2 6 
Mild Steel Bars ea Ss E ee - 40 4 0 
Mild Steel Hoops a ar is a Bs 41 3 6 
Ex Merchant's 

Stock per ton 

Two-ton lots 


Soft Sheets C.R. and C.A.— Es. 8. 
20 gauge ; a nee Ee 53 52 B® 
24 gauge 5418 6 

57 18 6 


26 gauge 


Galvanised Corrugated sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft.— 


20 gauge 60 6 O 

24 gauge 63 16 O 

26 gauge we ae ae oe 69 1 O 
Galvanised flat sheets C.R. and C.A.— 

20 gauge we ae on = 61 6 O 

24 gauge 64 160 O 

26 gauge 1 tf 0 
ALUMINIUM AND ALUMINIUM ALLOYS 
(Base prices) : a ea 
Sheet BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (36 in. wide) .. per Ib. 2 Is 
Sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility 18 SWG (36 in. wide) 52 2 4) 
Coiled strip BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (24 in. wide) ... ae 2 63 
Coiled strip BS 1470 NS 3 Utility 18 SWG (24 in. 

wide) fe 2 4 
Coiled strip for ‘flashing 99. 7% ‘purity 22 SWG (12in. 

wide) a 29 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS - Utility Circular 

Profile 8 ft. x 32 in. x 20S per sheet 1 8 6 
Corrugated siect BS 1470 NS ¥ Sility Industrial 

Profile 8 ft. x 313 in. x 20 SWG ae 1.33: -9 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility Mansard 

Profile 8 ft. x 313} in. xX 20 SWG _ a oS 
Extruded section BS 1476 EIC simple moulding . per Ib a 
Extruded section BS 1476 EIC 1 in. diam. round — ae 2 a 
Extruded section BS 1476 HE1OWP simple angle ee 
Extruded section BS 1476 HELOWP 1 in. diam. aane i 7 a | 
Tubing BS 1471 TIC 13 in. O/D x 20SWG Ss a 4 ” 


Tubing BS 1471 HTIOWP 13 in. O/D x 20 SWG = 
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PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc. 


Delivered in London area. 
M.O.H. 


All per doz. Lin. in. Lin. Ifin. hin. in 
Screwdown bib cocks Crutch 
head for iron .-- 87/= 128/8 
Toilet bib cocks for iron. .e- 109/— 158/5 
Screwdown stop cocks for iron 66/- 95/9 188/- 363/- 522/6 917/6 
do. with two unions for lead 89/~ 132/- 234/4 472/- 623/6 1389/6 
Double nut boiler screws 18/8 26/5 47/6 48/6 67/- 93/6 
Heavy Croydon ball valves... 77/= 193/6 312/5 568/8 734/10 — 
Plumbers’ union brass lead to 
iron re ee ..- 19/6 23/6 38/6 52/10 70/6 165)/- 
: Iiin. 1$in. 2in. 3in. 3}in. 4in. 
Caps and screws 33/- 40/8 59/6 92/5 118/10 155/3 
Brass sleeves 31/11 31/11 56/2 74/10 91/5 
ne x 6lb. 14 x 6lb.2 x 7lb. 3 X 71b, 
Lead P. trap with brass Seeiaasies 
screws 66/- 82/- 131/- 224/- 
Lead S. trap do. oes 79/- 98/- 161/- 288/- 
Solder d. 
Plumbers’... mee ‘ise wee per Ib. 3 3 
Tinmen’s ae ee Sas ae ae eee » 4 6 
Blow pipe... Ee. Son oe Sy: is s se 


Copper TUBES AND SHEETS 
Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 443d. per Ib. plus gauge 


and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt, 
Extra 

: d. d. 
Jin. <X 19 gauge 12} Total per lb. J/} 
3 . ¢ 1 oak 
in. io. se sue 11} s ” 2 
Din. 3618: acs ore 93 he 
aa > ” ” ae 
I} in. is, ae Rep 9 533 
- ” fe 
14 in. is... ane wea 9 a ‘e 234 
2 in. i? -;. 10§ Ky 553 
Rolled Copper sheets u up to 48 in. wide, basic price £  Ge e 


plus gauge and manufacturing extras perton 426 0 0 


ZINC 
Sheet Zinc 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. lots upwards per cwt. 8 ll 6 
do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) << wn 8 9 9 
do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) s nn 8 8 9 
BRASS TUBES 
Brass tubes basic wis we gauge and manufactur- 
ing extras ne ae ees per lb. 2 IIt 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 


Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties. 


£ Sn 
Lead Sheet, English, 3} Ib. substance and upwards perton 143 5 0 
Lead Water Pipe in coils Pe ae i 144 10 0 
Lead Soil Pipe 10 ft. or over 2in. to4in. dia. ... x 146 0 0 
do. over 4 in. dia. x aes aes a 148 0 0 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe ea s 146 0 0 
Extras over Basis for quan‘ities under 1 ton. 
5 cwt. and under | ton ee : per cwt. 2 0 
3 cwt. do. 5 cwt. ae sate tie “ee a 4 0 
lcwt. do. 3 cwt. anf "a 6 0 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. “priced specially. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £98 10s. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 
PLASTER, etc. 
Coarse Pink in l-ton loads and over Delivered on Site per ton 7 Ws 
do. White do. do. nee . 7 19 6 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. ee ss 7 14 0 
do. Fine do. do. ees - 8 2 0 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads ses nes gh eS 6 14 6 
Hydrated Lime do. ee ts aes 517 6 
Lump Lime do. be a S150 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement in I-ton loads... a 10 17 0 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads an a 10 ll 9 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads ; we a i 2 83 
Hair as ... «percw 417 6 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board 3 in. thick 600 
yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site per yd 2 3 
1,200 yds. ° ... ue = 2 2 
Do. Insulating do. FY in. thick 600. ade and over 
in one delivery. Delivered site ... ae Ss 2 ilk 
1,200 yds... ‘ 2 10 
Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide 6 to 
% in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one 
PR Delivered site j he ae a 2 g 
1,200 yds. ... “a - 
Do. Ase do. “Zin. thick 600 sae ‘and over ? 
in one delivery. mascinaaaie site ... a 3 if 
1,200 yds... iy Siete ee, sah 3 
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yin. = in. 
22/6 917/6 
23/6 1389/6 
67/- 93/6 
34/10 — 
70/6 165)/- 
3hin. 4in. 
118/10 155/3 
74/10 91/5 
B. 3% Fae 
: 224/- 
; 288/- 
5G 
3 9 
4 6 
4 7 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER 


Per ft. map 
s. d. 
Pox stag Reta area of —— : 5 . 4 in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, Standard patterns: 
Washable Distemper ‘i 5 50 - ag : see ote 9 
Gloss Paint .. : , per gal. 2 10 0 > Soe The oo 5 ¢ 
Snoweem cement paint een aie Pa per cwt. 11 0 4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, | Reediyte and 
t oa 
Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs percwt. 818 O } in. Wired os — ; 3 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 1-19 gal. ‘Jotsin 1 gal. tins pergal 3 2 0 + in. Georgian Wired Cast 1 24 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, i cwt. keg aaa percwt. 7 2 0 Hollow Glass Block 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg - 211 0 P.B2 53 x SE 32 Each 
Size XD quality, 28 Ib. per tin 9 0 PB3 7% x 3 x 38 in. 29 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) drums extra per gal. 14 0 PB 32 7h x a = 35 | in. 4 2 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. .. A 14 6 i x 34 in. 42 
pn Radiused Corner Blocks to match ” with— 
Turpentine substitute (5 gal.) drums extra . aa 5 6} - =~ 3 “a aa 5 3 
do. do.  (40gal.) do. do. ... pa 4 8} P'B32 . 6 9 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior s pa 6 10 : 6 9 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels)... i i ae 2 0 2 in. Polished Plate Glass, GG. Quality— Per ft. super 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. — E an per Ib. 1 6 In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. : E ay 
White Lining Paper ae u per piece 1 0 ‘a a ye 5 ft. sup. 4 5 
” » 0 45 ft. sup. , 
VARNISHES, etc. os » 100 ft. sup. 5 6 
‘ - Polished Plate, extra sizes,i.e., plates ation 100 ft. 
Delivered London area. in. 
‘ : sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality 
= ony mama “sae ae per gal. ’ 7 g Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or250 in. one way or 135 in. 
a ss oth ways << : 8 4 
eee vous ae 3 ; 7 : Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. or ditto 11 3 
Fesshell St Vern do. ae 214 0 Not exceeding 200 ft. sup. or ditto 16 0 
Feet Carriage Varnish a 210 0 Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup., prices on application. 
Front Door Varnish ... : 200 Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 
Japan Gold Size pe 112 6 Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 
Black Japan. ” is ¢ The following pri ini iti 
g prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
Bein Black ” : _ , pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
Terebene xe 18 0 7. Minimum Per ft. sup. 
Knotting (1 gal, bottles free)... e 2 20 ———— a —- s. d._ 
d Brush Polish (do.) js 118 O oz. sheet U. - 35 ; 
French and Br 24 eo 2,000 oi 
Oz. ” ” ‘ 8 
GLASS 32 oz. 2,000 113 
Delivered London area. Per ft. super + in. Rolled Piate 1,000 7 
. ' ; ; s. d. % in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 
18 oz. Sheet Glass Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes 63 Patterns, White : 1,000 7h 
AOE. i» » ” ” * ” 8} + in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, ” Reeded, Luminating 
GO « a % A , % 11 and Spotlyte... 1,000 104 
20 a : “ 1 28 | jh in, and 4 in. Rolted Plate oi or Rough Cast 2,000 11 
t in. Rolle ate aaa 9 } in. Wired Cast, Hexagona . 11 
# in. and } in. Rough Cast . i 1 $ in. Georgian Wired Cast ... ies ane a“ aa 1 a 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES 


AS FROM OCTOBER 3, 1955. 


















Town. Grade. 
UNINC or. esckicewdascudnsatne A 
Aberdare .............0.. mee 
Abergavenny ... ee 
Abingdon ........ ..A2 
Accrington ... Bee 
Addlestone ... ary 
Afan Valley .. oonei 
Aldeburgh ............. aucMal 
Aldershot Penis .. ee 
Alfreton UD ...... mee 
Alnwick UD | yee? 
Altrincham aay 
Amble eet 
Ambleside me | 
Amersham avedae 
Ammanford y 
Andover A2 
Anglesey, Isle of A2 
Ardingly A2 
Arundel A2 
ae A2 
Ashbourne RD . A2 
Ashbourne UD ..... 


Ashby-de-la~ Zouch UD 
Ashby Woulds UD... 


Ashford (Kent) .......... 2 
Ashford (Middlesex) .. A 
Ashington UD ....... A 
Ashtead ooo, ‘A 
Ashton-under-Lyne ee 
Aspatria and Brayton ......A2 

therstone RD .......... A 
Attleborough A2 


Axminster 





KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. 






















(Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 





Grade Classification. A Al A2 A3 
Craftsmen ... = “ea 4/- 3/114 3/11 3/103 
Labourers 3/54 3/5 3/43 3/4 
Town. Grade. Town. Grade Town. Grade. 
PISIORTRTEG o viiiccictovscatecaes A2 GANNON so cdvccsccccusdseucds A Es ook ccc tacutuaeueas A 
PID a stiitenndcnsitaciriee A2 Bedlingtonshire UD ......... _ Blackwell RD rey 
Ce ee See Blandford ........... ..A2 
Beeston & Stapleford UD A Blaydon UD waaay * 
PN. saccdndidcvetsducgens NONE RTE dabasadancadsacaatecd A Blidworth ...... ee 
Bakewell UD | a eee me Blyth B. .... Se 
Banbury ........ Berkhamsted ..... A IED © dacncacesss AZ 
IE. cninsginsnénansmetdiancce Berrington —e.............. Al Bognor Regis «MZ 
Barnard Castle UD ......... A Berwick Borough ............ A Boldon UD ...... eae 
Barnoldswick UD 4 Beverley MB .......... a Bolsover UD ... pee 
Barnsley CB ......... MOI TEIN dn devcsnaccacdvecs A | Pe aay 
ea Bexhill-on-Sea ee Boston MB .... ome? 
Barrow-in-Furness Bideford _......... ---A2 RS eer A 
Barrow-upon-Soar RD Biggleswade .... BPey Bournemouth District ...... A 
(exc. Thrussington A2)...A BI dice banvauscdeadusueuas A i | eee A2 
WIE ck cca- cctsaneuacuuceuaciant A BEL cdiaiincsxesteeuatestnensand A Bracknell ........ ..A2 
Basford RD (exc. Willough- Billingham UD ............... A Bradford CB ........... mars 
by-on-the-Wolds Al) ...... A RE‘ nsvasduscrécenpunesin A Bradford-on-Avon ......... A2 
TERSIGSIONG  ..c0ssicccccccaces ED cd ndastaaiasicouaaneil A | Resa Al 
NE sacicsnssncie Birchington ---A2 Brandon & Byshottles UD A 
Batley MB . MIND ticvtnncccdcunddouss Brecon—Borough of......... Al 
Baxterley Birmingham CB. ..........«. tA Breconshire, County of ... $A2 
Beaconsfield District ......... A Bishop Auckland UD. OE TROON cccvisanisartacces A2 
MEME dslccurinasdunakernduadeatie Bishop's Stortford .... Brentwood 
Beccles _...... Bishops Castle MB.: Bridgend ............ 
Bedale RD .... MIE dacanceccccsnes Bridlington MB ... 
MME Sci vivinadoxiasenedicies TE svisiccssccancendares Bridlington RD 















Continued on page 942, 


Town. 


Bridgnorth MB 
Bridgnorth RD 
Bridgwater 
Brierfield 


Brighton & Hove .... 
Bristol District 
Broadstairs 








Bromsgrove UD A 
Broughton, Flint ............ A 
Buckfastleigh ........ ...A2 
Buckingham ..... «sole 
BIE cnnitienanetstcadasacaded A 
| SE 2 
Burnham-on-Crouch ...... A2 
Burnham-on-Sea ............ 2 
Becniny 








IN ions ccccacanasacs A2 
Caernarvonshire, Cnty. of tA2 
>. eee A 
Camberley District e --A2 
Cambridge ............. ool 
CRETE GID ccccccccenescccces A 
Canterbury ...... -A2 
GR aa cacetscaekacncscaspatecs 

—— County of tA2 
INE oicisansadccacsocosmidaees A 
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Town. Grade. 3 Town, Grade. Town Grade. 
Ee UL bee eee ie Faversham ..A2 ERMGS: cc sicciccocexccarusasyeutesss A2 
Carmarthen—Borough of. Felixstowe .... Al Lichfield MB . coal 
Carmarthenshire,Cnty of T/ Filey UD ... soe Lincoln CB .... A 
Carnforth ...... ore Fleetwood JA Liskeard os... ..A2 
Castleford UD Flint MB ... et Littlehampton <i 
Caterham ....... = POIRCHOME: 6. o0seccssseerssvcens A2 Liverpool ..... es eae 
Chapel-en-le-Frith . PIMA ae cuvnd pxwasceve Vicks BLAIR os o.accivsincacda poses VAI 
eS ee ; RNS iavasecatvvcverscessapen Al Llanelly (incl. Ll telly RD) A 
Charmy Down Llanfairfechan A2 
Chatham District Gainsborough UD ........... Llangollen ............ 

Chatteris al Gateshead CB “ LONGOA  oicccesse 
Cheadle (Staffs) RD cee Gillingham (Dorset) . Long Eaton 
OT feet secu Gillingham (Kent) OO Serre 
Cheltenham .. ~hivckabones A Glastonbury & Street ......A2 Loughborough MB 
Chepstow Glossop... cavcaskh [MOU IED cost dcevsaces 
Chertsey Gloucester Losienscces | AOWESTOIE ccc... 
Chester .... a eeuee Gloucestershire, Cnty. of £A2 | Loxton ........ 
Chester-le- Street UD <i Godalming _............... .A2 Ludlow MB .. 
Chesterfield MB pee Goole, MB : cise eae Ludlow RD ....... 
Chesterfield RD Goole RD (part—Airmyn, EO ee 
Chichester ..... FIOOK). osisecss Padi chiecop nel A | Lyme Regis: ....... 
Chipping Norton CUOGIIONE. — osivccs sucsacserces Bee Lyneham (Devon) . A2 
Chipping Sodbury Csravinam MB ......0s.0660< A BND eisecknsvcctsenntcencses A 
a (inc. Chippen- Gravesend ....... oi 

ham Within and Harden- Grays Thurrock UD Area...A . 

huish) ..... ; ; ..A2 Great Yarmouth ............... ee Ne ge teteeeeereeeeenens A 
Cirencester. ....... “) Grimsby CB.......... : Maidenhead A 
ROM cds uscavectews Grimsby RD (part) . as | Maidstone ..... A 
Clacton ..... ete Guildford District ........... | Maldon (Essex) Al 
Clay Cross UD... Maltby UD . A 
Cleethorpes MB Halesowen MB ............... A | Malton UD .... A2 
Clevedon Halifax CB | Malvern UD .. Al 
Cleveleys ... LS | Manchester ..... 1A 
Clitheroe Haresfield Manningtree ..... Al 
Coalville UD .. Harlow .... eN Mansfield MB 
Cobham (Surrey) ............A Harpenden Be March 
Colchester $5. : Harrogate MB... BA Margate A2 
COMES ..i0s80.. ne Hartlepool B .. ok Market Harborough RD.. se 
IWR TAY, cc ccsecssesnnvnes Al Harwell ....... Market Harborough UD . 
RMRRNER OT Foci cp sce ntescssasnac Harwich .... ooh Market Rasen UD............ AD 
Consett UD .. fe Haslemere .. “+ saa A2 
UMN 5 <covicaxeckanae A Hastings .......... aryport . - 
Corby UD........ Hatfield (Herts) : Matlock UD ........ 
Cornwall, County of......fA2 Havant .............. i Melksham ....... A 
‘Corsham District ............/ A Haywards Heath ... Melton Mowbray UD ......A1 

J Coventry CB ee a er en Merionethshire ............... A2 
Cranbrook ........ Hemel Hempstead . Merthyr ....... . wee A 
Cranleigh ..... ie Henley-on-Thames Mexborough UD .. A 
Cranwell Aerodrome Site Al Hereford ........ Middlesbrough CB .. A 
NOES occencscsdcsess-viesbens A Herefordshire, Cnty. of...$A2 Middleton ........... A 
Crewe PO PIE STI wei sciseccicsshnvncs A2 Middlewich A 
“Crewkerne ....... PE Hertford ...... ey Mildenhall _ .......... A2 
IIE secin cose suncehsssacc se Al Hexham RD .. A Milford Haven UD . Al 
Crook and Willington Hexham UD .. oN 0 aR 

ATED voi vosactese pekvowiee Heysham ...... ay moutnh—pborougn Ol.../ 
Crowborough -A2 Heywood ............. nr Monmouthshire......... Al 
*Cuckfield.......... .A2 Higham Ferrers MB . oak Morecambe _... A 
Cwmbran ........ High Wycombe .... v’ a Valence . 4 

Hinckley UD one ae OFICY ..ccccesee eee eee 
Dal FE A “FTE ene cay. Morpeth B ...... A 
alton-in-Furness .........++- eaitecs Morpeth RD . wer’ 
Darlington ; A oddesdon . A 5 
Deaaccth ... AS Holywell eee PIII os ness cesceepenvess A2 
Darwen: ...:.:..- oak Horley .......... -A2 
Daventry MB . --A2 Horncastle UD . ~-A2 Nantwich ofc tecSsescte tee A 
TS SS aaee SAD Horsham ....... A2 Neath & Valley oki 
Denbigh Town A2 TAOEWICH 6.0555» coe Nelson = aes 
‘Derby CB .......... ay Huddersfield CB ah Wawa MB... pe 
“longa all se ees TA ewark MB... A 
moan Coun of me < Percent et). 2 A? HOWE, sassesinsesconssa A2 
Dewsbury CB <aspanea eX Huntingdon (Staffs)............ A i aha a leg ‘sage o 
Didcot  ..........+-+++ .A2 New Forest District ......... Al 
RRM Fst uxesaresniecsnncnseb ens A2 URC AUEES  wicsscisonacecsexsccs A Newmarket ..... 
Doncaster CB . Seta A likley UD.... a Newport, Mon. ..... ; 
oe eS en A2 DpSWich. ..<...5-.<0+ sas Newport Pagnell .. 
Dorking ....... os Isle of Sheppey .. ..A2 Newquay ..cececcccccceceeese : 
Dorset. County of (except- Isle of Thanet... ..A2 Newton Abbot ............... 

ing Poole, Swanage and Isle of Wight .. ..A2 Normanton UD .... é 

Wimborne A!) RURBEONINO ov ccsececsviseesen A2 Northallerton District 
‘Dover .............. Northallerton UD .... 
Dovercourt ....... DNNGIWE WB aisha snusiuccsacccsteon A Northampton CB 
Driffield UD .... North Shields ...... 

‘Drigg & Carleton Meigthey BAB ..ccccccesvsscesess A North Walsham 
Droitwich MB... CRORE... 0055056 A Northwich ......... 
i  @ Nee * Kenilworth UD.. LA Norton Radstock 
Dunstable ettate - Kettering MB . Pe INGEWICR ccccecscscns 
EPURATT TS ....05000s020ssseenses Keynsham ........ ew Nottingham CB . iol 

Kidderminster M eos Nuneaton MB._............... 
AMUOUINE. ....0265 20550050. A Kingskerswell ...........0.00: Al 
E. Glam. & Mon. Val.......A RSS LIU. on ccccececss cscs Al 
East Grinstead District ...A2 Kingsteignton er — na eae Se A2 
"East Kesteven RD............ A2 Kirkham ....... LA Ok naan : =. 
East Retford MB.. ies Knaresborough UD . A Oldh ampton A 
Eastwood (Notts) LD ......A RaMISEGE  iesce520svisccesecoes A O EL IES A 
Ebbw Vale & Dist-ict......... A + eae +A 
Edenbridge ...... ier ARCAStOT. ..4;.52:: A } tee k Raa 1A 
see e Leamington MB.. m4 p sensu SPeUry’ A 
Epping ........ Leatherhead A | One UD SRE ~A2 
Evesham MB. Leeds CB ...... A seals -A2 
Exeter gaa Leek UD . “A | Oxford me 
Exmouth ........ ‘ Leicester CB . a Oxted 

Leighton Buzzard Heer, a Al | 
PURI 5 baiccesvicoscanesers A2 Leiston ..... A2 | Padstow 
Falmouth .. Leominster .A2 | Paignton.... ' 
‘Fareham EGECRWVGUEE sicscsccccccsssescces WBE cas can cevocensccacecerssnoue 





2d. per day; when employed on other building industry work, 4d. per day. 


craft processes, 2s. 9}d. per hour. 

















For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 950 































































































Town. Grade. 
Pembrokeshire (except Mil- 

ford Haven) .. .A2 
Penmaenmawr 
Penrith UD . 
Penzance ....... 
Peterborough, Soke of (Ef ast- 

ern Regional portion) ...Al 















PRRMONG ask encavnssncessereas A2 
PICRORIE  vncscccveencecces Py 
Piymouth ...... Ree 
Pontefract MB: ...i.cecce.cds A 
Pontypool & District .. aA 
Pontypridd District A 
PORENCAWL kcciecsssavconssecnss A 
Portishead .. ay 
Portland Bill . oil 
Portsmouth ..... A 
Port Talbot ake 
Preston — ..05<0.; ee 
Princetown wae 
PHSOY DEED cesesccecsonvasaace A 
PUOOUIUET  ivccccsncosccees A2 


Radnorshire, County of {A2 


UN ss oc cnnacvasexsvaned A2 
Raunds UD a 
Rayleigh A 
Reading vee 
Redcar B ... oe . 


Redditch UD 


Redhill & Reigate uA 
Rhondda Valley ...... ht 
Richmond B (Yorks) uA 
PE EE sctsoncavsncenannens A2 
Rochdale f 





Rochester ......... 3 
Ross-on-Wye sews 
Rossendale Valley ... 
Rotherham CB ........ 

MRCVOUED: dane octeseysdsssavec 
Rugby MB .. 
Rugeley UD ... 
Rushden UD 


=—— WIG ccee ccc: A2 

PUREE any acereshees cunts A 
St Austell . A2 
St. Helens Rey," 
St. Neots <che 


Salisbury City ... 
Salisbury Plain ... 
ROR AS re 


Sawbridgeworth 3 Ey 
Saxmundham _..... A2 
Scarborough MB........ oh 


Scunthorpe MB ........ ee 
Seaford & Newhaven......A2 


IS SORE. i ihivicctecessvavenss A 
Sevenoaks ... Re 
Shaftesbury . mee | 
Sheerness. .... ~oee 
|. ae A 
Shepton Mallet . scohie 
Sherborne ..... : se 
Shipley ...... 

Shoeburyness 

Shoreham ....... 


Shrewsbury MB 
Sirhowy Valleys . 
Sittingbourne .... 
Skegness UD . 
Skipton UD ... 
Sleaford UD A 
Slough, Windsor & Eton 

MMMNIR ane esbssvanscescess A 
Sosethwick CB ........00000: tA 
Snittisham ....... ‘ 
Soma UD ............ ia 
Somerset, County of...... tA2 
Southampton and 

BIRNEY Sc cegcavscchscescenes A 
Southend-on-Sea Dist a 
SOUERROEES .nnscccscccnes: 

A 




















South Shields CB . a 
Southwold _........ om 
Spalding UD . ol 
Stafford MB... 
MM risa urea sedans veounteskes 
Stamford MB ...............: Al 
Stantonwick ..... er 
Stevenage ... uA 
Stockport ...... 3 
Stockton RD .. uA 
Stockton-on-Tees B. A 
Stoke-on-Trent CB . a 
Stoke Orchard ..... Al 


Stourbridge MB .. coat 
Stourport UD .. aah 
Stowmarket Al 
Stratford-on-Avon MB..... A 
Stroud (RD Area)............ Al 
Sunderland CB ................ A 
Sunningdale .............-.+5+ Al 














Women’s RATES.—In all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 3s. 14d. per hour. Women engaged o' 
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Town. 


Sutton Coldfield MB 
Swadlincote UD .. 
Swaffham ...... 
Swanage Distri ict 
Swansea ..... 
Swindon District 
Swinton UD ..... 


Tamworth MB 
Taunton 
Tavistock 
Tenterden 
Teignmouth ...... 
Tewkesbury 
Thames Haven 
Theor? .)..000605.: 
Thirsk RD . 
Thorpe Bay ....... 





Thurrock UDC Area .... 


» North of to Bille 
TUDOLY — ccencc 
Todmorden MB . 


TORRID cccesicssssiatesred 


Torquay 
Totnes 
UIE scsccress 
Trowbridge 
TERONO cs cxctseves 
Tunbridge Wells 
Tynemouth CB 





Ulverston ....... 


Uppingham (Salop) cae 


Uttoxeter RI 
Uttoxeter UD 


Wakefield CB ..... 


Wakefield RD oo... secs. 


Wallsall CB..... 
Wallsend B .... 
Walsden aerer 
Walton-on-Naze 
WV AG vaccasaccusss 
Warminster 
Warrington .... 
Warwick MB 
Wednesbury MB. 


Wellingborough UD ........4 


Wellington UD 


Wellington (Somerse 


Wells (Norfolk) 
Wells (Somerset) 
Welwyn. _...... 


Welwyn Gar. C ity casevasiaal 


West Bromwich CB........A 
Westbury aceite 
Westcliff-on-Sea ........0. A 
Westerham . Al 


West Hartlepool CB ........ 
Westmorland (except 


Kendal) ........... 
Weston-super- Mare 


Weybridge ........:...0..+ i 
Weymouth (including Port- 
land Bill, excluding Port- 


land Stoneyards) . 
Whitby UD ........ g 
Whitby RD ......... 
Whitehaven .. 
Whitley & Monkseate! 
Whitstable and Distr 
Wickford ..... ; 
Widnes ... 
Wigan 
Wigton 
Wilmslow ........ 
Wilts. County of... 
Wimborne ........ 
Wincanton 
Winchester ... 
Windermere 
Wisbech . 
Witham .... 
Withernsea UD ... 
Woking ..........+++: 
Wokingham 


Wolverhampton eS 


Wolverton District 
Woodbridge ... 
Woodhall Spa UD. 
Woodstock 
Worcester CB . 
Workington .... 
Worksop MB . 
Worthing ......-. 
Wrexham (incl. Cefn) 
Wroughton 


Wylam ......<.+ anes 


Wymondham 


WAte . ...0s2sc-csencseetet 
— = ough 
York CB ....... 
Sadenre sasesss 


For Birkenhead, Liverpool and London the rates are:—Craftsmen, 4s. 1}d.; Labourers, 3s. 7d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is:—Craftsmen, 
Labourers, 3s. 64d. tPlus 2d. per working day. {This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. 


Note.—Carpenters and Joiners providing own tools when employed in establishments operating under the Supplementary Rules for Woodworking Factories and Shops, 
n work other than 
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THE BUILDER 


BUILDING EXHIBITION 
“The Builder” Review of Exhibits 


JPOLLOWING are details of plant, materials and equipment featured at 
the Building Exhibition, Olympia, London, continuing until November 


30. This concludes our review of the Exhibition; the main sections being 
contained in our two previous issues. 


‘WIDE variety of formwork systems for re- 
“A inforced concrete construction are exhibited 
by Acrow (Engineers), Ltd., South Wharf, 
Paddington, W2, as well as the company’s all- 
purpose scaffold unit for any type of scaffo!d 
structure that may be needed. In addition, there 
is a display of ancillary formwork equipment 
including wall ties, loops and hangars. The 
“ Acrowmatic ’’ automatic up-and-over garage 
door is again displayed, together with a new 
“Up-Lift” door which is operated with the 
minimum of effort and can provide a protec- 
tive canopy if necessary. The exhibits also in- 
clude the “ Rolstore ’”’ mobile storage for tools 
and stock items, as well as a system of steel 
partitioning which lends itself to rapid erection 
or subsequent changes, with a variety of styles 
uae (Stands 426, 506 and E, 107 and 
108.) 


An improved form of panel is shown by 
Bellrock Gypsum Industries, Ltd., 200 West- 
minster Bridge-road, SEl. This tongued-and- 
grooved panel dispenses with the pouring and 
clamping of joints and can be erected at a rate 
of up to 6 yds. per man hour of finished wall. 
It is made to a specification agreed with the 
Building Research Station, and a preformed 
trough at the panel’s head receives a peripheral 
beam and eliminates the need for lintols over 
openings less than 6 ft. Vertical tubular cavi- 
ties are also displayed, preformed to provide 
stiffening columns adjacent to wide openings. 
Waterproof panels as used in the single-skin 
Bellrock bungalow are featured in section, and 
models demonstrating the progress of brick and 
Bellrock houses are also displayed, showing de- 
tails at door and window openings, first floor. 
etc. A wide range of samples showing the com- 
pany’s plasterboard can also be viewed. 
(Stand K, 229.) 


On view on the stand of Black and Decker, 
Ltd., Harmondsworth, Middx., is a complete 
range of industrial and utility portable electric 
tools, including electric drills with from 4 to 
lin. diameter chuck capacities, heavy duty 
saws with a variety of blades for cutting wood, 
metal and ceramics, double-ended grinders as 
Well as electric hammers for breaking down 
masonry, repointing brick and stone work, 
drilling and channelling in concrete, stone or 
brick. New products include an optional 
speed sander-grinder available in three models 
with speeds of 4,200, 5,200 and 6,000 rpm. The 
latter model has been designed primarily for 
use with depressed-centre nylon-bonded cutting- 
S wheels which require high speeds for satis- 
actory operation. Another new tool is a 6-in. 
ee grinder for grinding, buffing and wire 
rushing. _ The rest of the stand features a rang? 
a low-priced electric tools of interest to the 
41) type of builder and decorator. (Stand 


a range of decorative and industrial paints 
Co cing displayed by Brandram Brothers and 
rad ; , ,, Neptune-street, _ SEI6, including 
emanate hard gloss paint, which has an 
a el-like finish and is intended both for in- 
bra” iid exterior use. _ Quick-drying ‘ Mul- 
i Plastic emulsion paint is also shown, and 

applied to damp or new walls. An in- 


secticidal lacquer has been developed by the 
company which can be made either clear or pig- 
mentated. It has a guarantee of three years’ 
toxic life, and is suitable for keeping units free 
from all types of insects. The rest of the dis- 
play includes oil-bound water paint for pastel 
finishes and a full range of stoving and air- 
drying industrial enamels. (Stand 440.) 


A comprehensive selection of winches and 
platforms hoists, both mobile and static, are 
being exhibited by the British Hoist and Crane 
Co., Ltd., Compton, Berks. Among these is 
the ‘‘ Saga Junior’ winch and scaffold jib, a 
light-weight model in which three speeds are 
incorporated to give a maximum speed of 200 ft. 
per min., and a lift of 5 cwt. The user has a 
choice of three electric prime movers and three 
four-stroke air-cooled petrol engines. A de- 
tachable jib gives an adjustable radius from 3 ft. 
6 in. to 5 ft. The BHC builders’ pole hoist is 
also featured, being fitted with pneumatic wheels 
and designed primarily for the house builder, 
and permitting 1,500 bricks per hour to be 
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placed round the scaffolding. Also on view is 
the ** Ant Queen” mobile hoist, having a nett 
pay load of 10 cwt. with either a single or double 
barrow decking, a centre-slung platform hoist, 
and other winches for erection and haulage 
purposes. (Stand E, 110.) 


The main exhibits on the stand of Bryce, 
White and Co., Ltd., Langley, Slough, Bucks., 
comprise doors, mouldings and _ wallboards. 
Many different designs of doors are displayed 
from stocks of 40 different patterns which can 
be supplied in the usual sizes, and sections of 
standard patterns of mouldings for all purposes 
are on view. Mouldings to special sections can 
be machined in the company’s own mills if re- 
quired. Standard types of imported and home- 
produced hardboard and insulation board are 
featured, as well as samples of many specialised 
products in this field, including ‘* Neocast ” 
(Castex) reeded hardboard, and a range of 
laminated board and wood wool slabs. In 
addition, a comprehensive display of ‘* Weyroc ” 
is shown, together with two new “ balanced ” 
a” with built-in plastic surfaces. (Stand E, 


Cell concrete roof and floor slabs are being 
featured by Celcon, Ltd., 3, Victoria-street, SW1, 
for use in the field of cellular concrete as a 
lightweight building and insulation medium. 


The stand of the Marley Tile Co., Ltd., London-road, Riverhead, Sevenoaks, Kent, has an 
oast house as its central feature, and, in addition to providing an example of day-to-day practice, 
illustrates some of the more interesting features of the tiler’s craft. A full range of roof tiles 
is displayed, including plain *“‘Westwold,” **Ludlow” interlocking tiles, ‘‘Anglia” pantiles 
and “* Yeoman” tiles. The-last two types both incorporate a variable gauge. Details of con- 
crete industrial buildings, portable garages, storage walls and other concrete goods, including 
gas fire flue blocks, are available, and the remainder of the stand displays a wide range of floor 
tiles in a variety of bright colours. (Stands H, 181 and 182.) 
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to roofs and floors, insulation for underground 
heating and hot-water supply mains and (in the 
form of precast block or in situ) for cold store 
construction and insulation. (Stand 645.) 





A power float being demonstrated by the 
Columbus Dixon Organisation, Wembley, 
Middx., is a mechanised form of floating and 
trowelling for concrete floor surfaces, and it is 
claimed that with its ability to produce a perfect 
finish on oversite concrete, sand and cement 
screeds are completely eliminated, since thermo- 
plastic tiles or wood block can be laid direct 
on to site concrete. The machine can be used 
in the laying of granolithic floors, and can be 
fitted with special plates for carborundum 
stoning. The other units displayed by the com- 
pany include two power-operated floor-drying 


machines, a combined suction polisher and 
vacuum cleaner for smaller floors, and equip- 
ment for the scrubbing, polishing, dry cleaning 
and power scraping of all types of floors. 
(Stand E, 105.) 

The PGV vertical linisher featured by A. 
Cooksley and Co., Ltd., 21-25, Tabernacle- 


street, EC2, is the latest addition to this com- 
pany’s range, and is a compact, motorised 
machine fitted with an 8-in. sanding belt, and 
also with a sanding disc and pneumatic bobbin 
if required. It is particularly suitable for 
cabinet making and joinery work, but when 
fitted with an emery belt can be used for 
smoothing rough castings or rusted steel. It 
can be supplied with an automatic dust-collec- 
tor unit to provide a self-exhausting machine. 
The company are also showing a range of uni- 
versal woodworkers, thicknessing and planing 
machines, spindle moulders and mortising units. 
(Stand X, 384.) 


products, “ Impene- 
emulsion paint, 


Two main decorative 
trable ’’ paint and ** Gaymura ” 
are being featured by R. Gay and Co., West- 
morland House, 127-131, Regent-street, WI: 
together with exhibits displaying the applica- 
tion of colour related to a new range of 101 
shades. ‘‘ Impenetrable ’’ paint is understood 
to now have improved flow, higher gloss and 
colour retention. ‘* Gaymura ”’ emulsion paint 
is supplied in two aude? PVA based for in- 
terior work, and alkyd-based for exterior use. 
It is pigmented to give a two-coat obliteration 
on new work. (Stands 537 and 539.) 


A range of laminated plastics is exhibited by 
Holoplast, Ltd., 116, Victoria-street, SW1, in- 
cluding a cavitied structural panel incorporating 
“* Decorplast ” decorative laminate with the 
** Holoplast ” cavitied structural panel. Various 
other products are shown in their applications, 
such as partitioning, curtain-walling, roofing, 
decorative surfacing to furniture and in the con- 
struction of complete furniture units for houses, 
offices and laboratories. (Stand 618.) 


A comprehensive display of boilers for use 
with solid fuel, gas or oil is featured by Ideal 
Boilers and Radiators, Ltd., Great Marlborough- 
street, WI. Of particular interest is the new 
O-DE domestic boiler, designed to replace the 
O-DC model and understood to have greater 
efficiency and better draught control than its 
predecessor, although offered at the same price. 
Two sizes of the ‘* Autocrat’ thermostatically- 
controlled domestic boiler are shown, together 
with a boiler from each of the Nos. 1A and 2A 
series of ‘* Neo-Classic *’ boilers for central heat- 
ing and indirect hot’ water supply. A selection 


of cast iron radiators includes the ‘ Neo- 
Classic’? and _ hygenically-designed ‘“ Neo- 
Hospital ” patterns. These radiators are avail- 


able in a variety of heights and sizes. Also on 
view is a variety of towel rails and sanitary 
ware. (Stand Q, 310.) 


The central feature of the stand of Richard 
Klinger, Ltd., Sidcup, Kent, is their ‘* Kling- 
decor ”’ laminated plastic material, suitable for 
use on walls and furniture in kitchens, nurseries 
or bathrooms. It is understood to be unharmed 
by boiling liquids and hot kitchen utensils, and 
to withstand temperatures up to 320 deg. F., 
as well as to be resistant to burning cigarettes, 
abrasives, acids and oils. It is available in 
colours ranging from plain contemporary 
colours to the texture effects of ‘“‘ Harmony 
Weave,” linen and marble. (Stand 607.) 


The main feature of the display of Ripolin, 
Ltd., is their ‘“ Express’ high gloss finish, as 


The slabs have a fair-faced finish, and cell con- 
crete can also be used for insulation screeding 
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PRIZEWINNING STAND.—A view of the stand of Ascot Gas Water Heaters, Ltd., 
North Circular-road, NW1\0, at the Building 
Dennis Pugh, ARIBA, and won the first prize in a competition recently held by the 
(Stand N, 272.) a 


company. 


well as the * Spray-Day-Lite * range of mainten- 
ance paints. Other products of interest include 
an insecticidal lacquer, * Ripol-Prime ” 
aluminium wood primer and “ Grisol” anti- 
corrosive. Detailed information and a full 
advisory service are also available. (Stand 475.) 


The exhibits of Road Machines (Drayton), 
Ltd., West Drayton, Middx., include a one-ton 
diesel dumper with a four-wheeled chassis, fitted 
with a light-weight air-cooled diesel unit = 
from 8 to 10 hp, with a skip capacity of 4 
yd. of semi-dry concrete. An piel A 
operated scale model of a mono-rail concrete 
transporter is also shown, depicting its applica- 
tion to various types of construction work, in- 
cluding concrete slab laying, haunching of pipe- 
lines, and bridging foundations. (Stand O, 282.) 


The many uses of their flexible joint-sealing 
compound are demonstrated by models and 
photographs on the stand of Secomastic, Ltd., 
Bracknell, Berks. The advantages of the extra- 
capacity cardboard cartridge pack are demon- 
strated, as well as the economies of application 
by improved air and hand-operated caulking 
guns. Of — interest is the light-weight 
** Skeleton * hand gun, introduced since the last 
Exhibition. Specimen plates treated with 
‘**Galvafroid’ iron and steel protective are 
subjected on the stand to accelerated corrosion 
tests to demonstrate the advantages of this cold 
galvanising protection. (Stand G, 142.) 


The display of Stramit Boards, Ltd., Cowley 
Peachey, Uxbridge, Middx., has been designed 
by Miss June Park, AA.Dip, ARIBA, and 
demonstrates the use of the company’s board 
as a roof decking, partitioning, insulating wall 
lining and as a lagging unit to cold water 
cisterns. In addition, examples are on view for 
the first time of composite panels with various 
facings. A demonstration is included of ‘the 
board’s fire-resistant powers and representative 
exhibits of the double-glazed window marketed 
by the associate company, the Tomo Trading 
ae Ltd., are also shown. (Stands L, 237 and 
238.) 


The stand of the Sussex and Dorking United 


Brick Companies, Ltd., ——_ Horsham. 
Sussex, has been designed by Lanchester and 
Lodge, F/FRIBA, to present a contemporary 


treatment of standard brickwork with some 
special brick features. Incorporated in the main 
structure is a complete range of the bricks pro- 
duced in the group’s factories, ranging from 
hand-moulded and machine-made facing bricks 
in a wide variety of colours and textures, to 
foundation and engineering bricks of all classes 
and roofing tiles. (Stands F, 135 and 136.) 
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Exhibition. It was designed by 


_ The “ Castella” system of beam construction 
is being featured on the stand of United Stel): 


Structural Co., Ltd., 17, Westbourne-road. | 
Sheffield, 10. An animated model shows th 
basic idea of ‘castellated construction, whit fl 


other exhibits illustrate typical structural wok) 1 
and the varying types of profiles obtainable hf . 
the combination of different sections. Photo 
graphs are used to indicate the wide range o) 
structural contracts undertaken by the com)” 
pany during recent years, including heavy ste) 
construction for industrial buildings and powe 

Stations. (Stand S, 331.) fi 





The range of doors featured by Westlai 
Engineers, Ltd., 8, The Sanctuary, Westminste 
SWI, include the oe Welrise ” door, already estab ¢! 
lished, and the *“ Welpak *’ door, which is being 
introduced for the first time. The latter is: 
vertically lifting door composed of a series 0 
14-gauge light alloy panels about 18 in. deep 
designed to interlock along the top and bottom 
edges, which move up and down between heayy 
steel jamb guides. When raised, the dour 
clears the head of the opening and the panel C 
stack into a compact group about 18 init’ p 
height and about 1 in. per panel in depth 
The door can be operated by hand chain o 
motor control, and is fully counterbalanced. | 
is suitable for openings up to 24 ft. wide an 





15 ft. high. (Stands 458 and 460). 7 
— y y , a 
PERSONAL COLUMN re 
Mr. G. W. Granam has taken up the appointment WwW 
of technical sales representative in Scotland for t cl 
Thermovent Heating Division of E. K. Cole, Lid 


He is operating from the company’s Glasgow depo! 


oO 


at 17, Cadogan-street (Tel.: Glasgow Central 3633/4 M 

Cy] rb 

COMPANY RESULT at 

Following are brief details of a company result nt — BR 

VILLIERS ENGINEERING Co., Ltp.—Net. profit allt’ 

taxation for year ended July 31 last, £162,724. Di BB th 
dend of Is. per share, less tax, on 5s. ordinary shat 
to be recommended to the annual general meetitt 

(Grand Hotel, Colmore-row, Birmingham, Novem by 

ber 30). i C3 

P cit 

FURNITURE EXHIBITION is * 


The seventh British Furniture Exhibitiot 
the largest annual display of furniture 30 










bedding under one roof in the world, Wi 
be held next year at Earls Court, Londot ‘sai 
from January 23 to February 2. The exhibt F dec 
tion is sponsored by the British Furnitut § B de: 
Manufacturers’ Federated Associations. b cor 
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LAW REPORTS 


Building Society's Appeal 
Builder Fails 


> Court oF APPEAL 
BEFORE LORDS JUSTICES SINGLETON, JENKINS 
AND PARKER 


| PRESIDENT BUILDING SOCIETY vy. 

f ALLARD AND SAUNDERS, LTD. 

q AN appeal by the President Permanent 
f Building Society against the judgment 

» of an Official Referee, Sir Lionel Leach, for 

' Allard and Saunders, ‘Ltd., builders, of 

Upper Richmond-road, Putney, SW, for 

' £943 was dismissed by the Court of Appeal 

~ on November 11. 

The amount was the balance due for work 
done at the society’s war-damaged premises 
in Duke-street, St. James’s SW, in 1951. 

Mr. Roy WILson, QC, ‘for the society, 
said that building licences for £4,600 were 
| obtained, and the builders were paid £4,680, 
but their final account was for £5,623. The 
society contended that, because of the 
Defence Regulations, the balance could not 
Yeaters, Ltd, | be recovered, as the builders had not reason- 
designed by § able ground for thinking that the licensed 
y held by the amount would not be exceeded. 

The Court did not call on Mr. Neil 
McKinnon, for Allard and Saunders, Ltd. 

Lorp JusTicE SINGLETON said that the 
Society claimed to have the benefit of the 
- builders’ work and not pay the whole cost. 
The Defence Regulations contained a pro- 
] viso which entitled the builders to sue 
is ) successfully, if they proved that when the 
he wide range du. WOrk was done they had reasonable ground 
en by the com. for believing that the cost would not exceed 
uding heavy ste/= the licensed amount. Nobody thought that 
Idings and pow that figure would be exceeded. The Court 
' could not say that the Official Referee’s 
_ decision was wrong. 

Lords Justices Jenkins and Parker agreed 
that the appeal failed. 


Question of Who Should Pay 
Professional Costs for Advice on 
Defects in Building 
Court OF APPEAL 


BEFORE Lorps JUSTICES DENNING, Hopson, 
AND Morris 


C. FLETCHER, LTD. v. HUNT 





Against 
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460). HE question whether a woman who had 

LUMN incurred legal and professional costs in 
J IVEL ‘ respect of advice on defects in building work 

up the yey was entitled to deduct them from the sum 

i $cc 0! 4 j ° . 

"EK. Cole ui y Claimed by the builder was raised in the 










now de Court of appeal on November 16, when 
ow Central 363 Messrs, C. Fletcher Sons and Co., Ltd.. 
“SULT — of Park-road, Kingston upon 
 ecummatal “ ames, appealed against an order by Judge 
+ ONet_ profit at fe Reid, at Kingston County Court, dismissing 
ast, £162,724. Div , their claim for £30 4s. 7d. ; 


1 5s. ordinary sharts ‘ 4s. 
‘al general meeit pe The judge also dismissed awcounter-claim 


ny’s Glasgow depo! 


irmingham, Nove : by the defendant, Mrs. Iris K. Hunt, of 
Cambalt - road, Putney, for £10 10s., soli- 

5 e and surveyors’ fees. 

oN F The court, by a majority, allowed the 


> builders’ appe 
> them for £30 


iture Exhibitio® 24 = porn pe = 
iture a 5 Ss. /d. wi e costs of the 

pete wl rar aes es County Court hearing. 
oe da ( He tlh gment Lorp Justice DENNING 
othe esti ‘i er’s contracted to do repairs and 
British Furnitu® % icotaiiens at Mrs. Hunt s house. The 
were carried out by a sub- 


Assoc jation cont actor and 
the tot 5 j 
S. 0) al cost of the Wor k 
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Mrs. Hunt, he said, paid £150 on account 
but no more. The builders threatened to 
take proceedings against her. She com- 
plained that there had been bad workman- 
ship. A writ was issued against her. After- 
wards she met the sub-contractor on the 
site and it was agreed there were defects 
in the work. Steps were taken to remedy 
them and on December 9, 1954, Mrs. Hunt 
paid a further £50 to the builders, leaving a 
balance of £30 4s. 7d. 

In her defence to the action, his lordship 
said, Mrs. Hunt claimed she was entitled to 
the ten guineas costs she had incurred in 
solicitors’ and surveyors’ fees. She paid 
into court £20 4s. 7d. 

Lord Justice’ Denning said the judge dis- 
missed the builders’ claim on the ground that 
their issue of the writ before the work was 
completed was premature. He decided 
against Mrs. Hunt on the counterclaim. His 
lordship did not think that that was right. 
He said Mrs. Hunt was entitled to her ten 
guineas and that the order of the judge 
should be varied giving the builders judg- 
ment for the £20 4s. 7d. paid into court. 

Lorp Justice Hopson said he did not 
think the Judge was right in holding the 
writ was premature. The builders were en- 
titled to the full sum claimed with costs and 
the appeal should be allowed. 

Lorp JusTicE Morris agreed. He said 
there was no appeal regarding Mrs. Hunt’s 
counterclaim and he did not think the judge 
was right in holding there was no money 
due the builders. 


Builders’ Successful Claim for £949 
For Supply of Roofing Materials 


QUEEN’S BENCH DIVISION 
BEFORE Mr. JUSTICE BARRY 


HALL AND CO., LTD., v. 
EUROPEAN AND OVERSEAS FOOD 
PRODUCE Co., LTD. 

[N 


the Queen’s Bench Division, on Novem- 

ber 18, Mr. Justice Barry gave judgment 
for £949 10s. 1d. for Hall and Co., Ltd., 
builders and roofing contractors, of Victoria 
Wharf, Croydon, against European and 
Overseas Food Produce Co., Ltd., of West 
Smithfield, London, EC. 

Plaintiffs claimed this amount as the value 
of asbestos roofing materials sent to de- 
fendants’ farm at South Ockendon, Essex, 
where another firm of builders, Guyatt 
Brothers, Ltd., of Farnham, Surrey, were 
to build two steel-framed asbestos-covered 
Ppiggeries. 

Defendants. contested -the claim, saying 


they paid Guyatt’s for the cost of the 
materials. 
Giving judgment, his LorpDsuir said 


Guyatt’s contracted with defendants to build 
the piggeries for about £3,700. One of the 
terms of the contract was that defendants 
should pay for materials as they were 
delivered to the site. 

Guyatt’s then asked plaintiffs to supply 
and fix the roofing of the piggeries. As the 
matter was urgent, plaintiffs ordered a manu- 
facturer to deliver the material at the site 
before a final contract was signed. 

Guyatt’s, who had received £669 from 
defendants for the roofing materials, had 
never paid plaintiffs, and had subsequently 
withdrawn from the site because of some 
other dispute with defendants. 

His lordship said that on the evidence 
he had no doubt that there had never been 
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a concluded or binding contract between 
plaintiffs and Guyatt’s, so the materials 
never passed out of plaintiffs’ possession. 

“ Being satisfied of this, there is really 
no answer to plaintiffs’ claim,” said the 
judge. “I have the greatest sympathy for 
defendants, against whom there could be no 
possible complaint. This is a case where 
one of two innocent parties has to suffer 
for the misbehaviour of a third party. Their 
agreement with Guyatt’s proved an improvi- 
dent one, but on the facts, apart from the 
legal technicalities, this decision is a just 
one.” 

Accordingly, his lordship entered judg- 
ment for plaintiffs for the sum claimed, 
£949 10s. Id., with costs, and granted a 
stay of execution for 14 days pending con- 
sideration of an appeal by defendants. 


THE FUTURE OF BRICK 


Clay Federation's Luncheon 


HE annual luncheon of the Building 
and Engineering Brick Section of the 
National Federation of Clay Industries was 
held at the Connaught Rooms, WC2, on 
November 16. The principal guest was Sir 
Thomas Bennett, KBE, FRIBA, chairman 
of Crawley Development Corporation, and 
the luncheon was presided over by Mr. J. M. 
Barlow, JP, FlCeram, chairman of the 
Section. 

In proposing the toast “ The Guests,” Mr. 
BARLOW said that Sir Thomas Bennett had 
been the first Director of Bricks appointed 
by the Minister of Works and Buildings, 
and his close contact with the building brick 
industry was developed while he held this 
appointment. Sir Thomas was a strong ad- 
vocate of the advantages and merits of 
brick as a constructional building material. 
Crawley New Town, built largely in brick, 
provided a graphic example of this. 

However, although the brick industry had 
been criticised as being behind the times, 
Mr. Barlow felt that it should be emphasised 
that many brickworks throughout the 
country had been modernised and improved. 

Sir THOMAS BENNETT, in his response to 
the toast, said that many experiments had 
been carried out to find substitutes for 
bricks, and it was a great tribute to this 
traditional material that it had survived 
these alternatives. At Crawley, it had been 
necessary to provide a good house at the 
lowest possible price. It was interesting to 
note that while people would choose the 
lowest cost house regardless of its construc- 
tion, if the rent were the same, they always 
preferred a brick house. One of the reasons 
for this was that brick houses did not in- 
volve a high cost of maintenance. 

The cost of bricks, Sir Thomas continued, 
was still too high compared with entirely 
machine-made products (bricks being partly 
manually-produced), and it was necessary 
for a way to be found of cheapening their 
production. Large buildings were now 3} 
times as expensive as they were in 1939, and 
it was necessary to find better means of 
economy and of speeding-up erection times 

New materials had their difficulties, too, 
but they did not involve the problem of 
drying-out, nor did they keep men in exposed 
positions on scaffolding during long periods 
of bad weather. Sir Thomas emphasised that 
if brick were to remain the major building 
material, alternative construction methods 
must be found. 
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BUILDING SURVEYORS 


Institute’s First AGM 


MPHE annual general meeting of the Build- 

ing Surveyors’ Institute was held on 
October 29, in London. Mr. F. W. Riches, 
president of the Institute, was in the chair. 


In his address to the meeting, MR. RICHES 
pointed out that the full benefits of the 
Institute would not be felt until its status 
was equivalent to the major bodies of pro- 
fessional surveyors in the country. Its Coun- 
cil had received numerous suggestions from 
members regarding the dissemination of 
notes and information, and generally speak- 
ing, these members would like to have a 
regular journal. The Council appreciated 
this, and such a publication would be put 
in hand as soon as circumstances permitted. 
With the continued increase in membership 
and the elimination of certain expenses 
which had been necessary, the Institute’s 
resources would become more fluid. Steps 
were also being taken to produce a Year 
Book, and this would be prepared and distri- 
buted to members as soon as possible. New 
Rules and Regulations had also been pre- 
pared and approved by the Council, and the 
distribution of these was to take place very 
shortly. 

Mr. Riches stated that the Institute’s first 
examinations had been held at the Willesden 
Technical College and were more or less 
of an exploratory character. Steps 
already been taken for the holding of future 
examinations. A membership grade was 
open to older members of the profession 
who were considered suitable for election to 
membership and who, by reason of their 
practice qualifications but owing to their age 
and status, should not be asked to take the 
examinations. This was an important grade 
of membership, and those eligible were prac- 
tising building surveyors of great experience, 
many of whom were responsible for the 
training of the younger men who entered 
the Institute as students. 


TRUCK AND LADDER 
MANUFACTURERS 


New Apprenticeship Scheme 
Formulated 


WHEN the annual general meeting of the 

Truck and Ladder Manufacturers’ 
Association was held recently a main point 
of interest was introduced by Mr. T. Gouau, 
the retiring president, relating to an appren- 
ticeship scheme which has been drawn up 
for the industry. Representatives of the 
Association with the unions and the Ministry 
of Labour will organise this scheme and in- 
denture forms are available to firms in the 
industry as well as to member firms: these 
are available at the Association’s offices, 6. 
Holborn Viaduct, EC1. 

The apprenticeship scheme is to be ad- 
ministered by a joint apprenticeship commit- 
tee representative of the Truck and Ladder 
Manufacturers’ Association, the Amalgam- 
ated Society of Woodworkers, the National 
Union of Vehicle Builders and the Amal- 
gamated Society of Woodcutting Machinists. 

Apprentices will commence training be- 
tween the normal school-leaving age and 
their 17th birthday and will be indentured 
after a probationary period of from three to 
six months. The apprenticeship will be for 


had. 
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four years including the probationary 
period. Employers will undertake to give 
practical training and will release appren- 
tices, without loss of pay, for one day or 
two half-days each week to attend suitable 
classes of further education. Where avail- 
able, apprentices will also be required to 
attend appropriate evening classes. On com- 
pletion of the apprenticeship the form of 
indenture will be suitably endorsed. 

Any dispute concerning the interpretation 
or application of an indenture will be re- 
ferred to the joint apprenticeship committee. 
Existing apprentices may ‘be registered under 
the scheme provided the conditions of train- 
ing conform to the national scheme. 


Election of Officers 

At the annual meeting of the Truck and 
Ladder Manufacturers’ Association the fol- 
lowing officers were elected for the ensuing 
Year .: 

President: Mr. C. H. Mattbews (Lyte Ladders, Ltd., 
Newport, Mon.). 

Vice-president: Mr. T. W. Lane (Dean Forest Rural 
Industries, Longhope, Glos.). 

Immediate Past President: 
& Co. (Hanley), Ltd.). 

The following were elected as members of the 
Council: Messrs. G. Cayless (Cavless Bros. (Batter- 
sea), Ltd. London); P. Crowson (Patent Safety Ladder 
Co., Ltd., Peterborough); A. C. Drew (Drew, Clark 
& Co., Ltd., London); L. A. Frankel (Angel Truck 
Co., Ltd., London): R. G. Milles (R. D. Milles, Ltd., 
Liverpool): G. Neild (Jacob Neild, Manchester); J. H. 
Smith (J. H. Heathman, Ltd., London). 


PREFABRICATED 
BUILDING 


Opportunities in Burma 


A MARKET Report on Prefabricated 
7 Buildings in Burma has recently been 
released by the Commercial Department of 
the British Embassy in Rangoon. According 
to the report prefabricated buildings in 
Burma are at present confined to storage 
sheds, and similar constructions. Govern- 
ment Departments such as the State Agricul- 
tural Marketing Board and the War Office 
from time to time place substantial orders. 
Possibilities also exist for the sale of these 
structures to industry. An example given is 
a motor vehicle assembly plant. 

As far as customs are concerned prefabri- 
cated buildings imported as complete entities 
are classified according to the material of 
chief value of which they are made. The 
regulations provide, however, that prefabri- 
cated buildings (complete), irrespective of 
the materials of which they are made, are 
exempt from so much of the duty as is in 
excess of 20 per cent. ad valorem. Parts 
of these buildings, unless specially provided 
for in the Tariff would also be classified 
according to the material of which they are 
made. Import licences are required and a 
two per cent. licence fee is charged on the 
value of the licence. 


The market is not a big one at present, 
but the prospects are good as demand is 
closely linked with the progress of the 
Government’s Industrial Development Pro- 
gramme. There is no local production of 
prefabricated buildings and according to the 
report, British firms are to an extent pre- 
ferred. But competition does exist and 
comes mainly from Japan, Russia, China, 
Czechoslovakia and Eastern Germany. 

As far as demand is concerned, it can 
be assumed that this is seasonal owing to 
the monsoon period which lasts from mid- 
May to mid-October, leaving the remainder 


Mr. T. Gough (Gough 
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of the year for construction. There are no 
requirements or recommendations on the | 
subject of packaging, but this should be con. | 
sidered, particularly if components are 
packed separately, in the light of the customs | 
duties, details of which can be obtained 
from the Board of Trade, or the Burmese 
Government. 

The Report concludes by saying that per- 
sonal contact is essential for the promotion 
of sales, as a single contract may involve 
approaches to several of the government 
departments concerned. It is suggested that 
an experienced personal representative be 
utilised who has the necessary introductions 
in the government departments. Burmese 
contractors or importers do not carry stocks. 
Buildings are usually sold outright and 
assembled by contractors or by the agents 
if they have undertaken to hand over a con- | 
plete building. Quotations are usually 
based on cost, insurance, and freight. 


MUNICIPAL BUILDING | 
MANAGEMENT 


Institute's Annual Dinner 








HE annual dinner and dance of the Insti- | 
tute of Municipal Building Manage- 
ment was held at the Palmerston Restaurant, 
Bishopsgate, EC2, on November 18. The 
chairman was Mr. C. A. Kensett. 

Responding to the toast “ The Institute” | 
Mr. KENSETT said: “ Some of you this week 
have received a request for information re: | 
garding the initiation of an incentive bonus | 
scheme from the town clerk of a Kent 
borough. First, why is the town clerk 
worried about an incentive bonus scheme? 
Second, why seek information from town 
clerks of other authorities, when if he had 
only seen fit to ask our member in his own 
authority, his council could have had the 
benefit of our experience nationally? Such 
is the need for the Institute to be better 
known among the other officers of our 
authorities: such an instance as I have Just 
quoted does not reflect favourablly on the 
authority.” 

Mr. Kensett added that it was now four 
years since the birth of the Institute and 
referred to its achievements jin ironing out 
the constitution, registration, the formation 
of an examination syllabus and a journal, | 
the holding of week-end schools and regu: 
lar monthly meetings of interest and instruc 
tion at the Building Centre for London 
region and at other, provincial, centres. Thest 
were among the many activities by which 
the Institute aimed to maintain the status of 
their officers and to establish a standard of 
efficiency for municipal building. 

In proposing the toast, ALDERMAN ©. F. 
BURDEN, BSc.(Econ), said: “ We in the town 
halls of London are facing days fraught with 
great problems and difficulties. The gover™ 
ment appears to be telling us that building 
will be a matter for the local council.” He 
said that councils were approaching a pelle 
of increased financial difficulty when the ad- 
vice of the Institute would be of considerable 
assistance. Mr, Burden concluded by s# 
ing: “* We look to members to build — 
mical houses to meet the social problems : 
our time and wish them the finest results 0! 
their labours.” F 

The toast of “ The Guests” was — 
by Mr, A. E. ULLMeR and responded to °) 
Mr. F. C. BULL, BSc, AMICE, MIME. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


COLLUSIVE TENDERING 


HE President of the Board of Trade has 

announced that he requires the Monopo- 
lies and Restrictive Practices Commission to 
submit a report on the general effect on the 
public interest of common prices, collusive 
tendering and similar practices. The Com- 
mission already have at their disposal a cer- 
tain amount of information about the opera- 
tion of these practices, but will need to 
supplement this evidence extensively and to 
bring it up to date. They would like to hear 
from all interested persons or organisations 
who wish to offer evidence. These should 
contact the Secretary, Monopolies and Res- 
trictive Practices Commission, 8, Cornwall- 
terrace, Regent’s Park, NWI, as soon as 
possible. The terms of reference are re- 
ported on page 835 of our issue of Novem- 
ber 11. 


LOAN SANCTION “ DIFFICULT ” 


The Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has notified Ellesmere Port 
(Wirral) Council that he will find it difficult 
to sanction a loan for the building of pro- 
posed new council offices at the present 
time at a cost of about £60,000. 


BATHS SCHEME REJECTED 


St. Helens Corporation has been informed 
by the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government that its scheme for construct- 
ing a public swimming-bath cannot be con- 
sidered in view of the recent statement 
regarding the economic condition of the 
country made by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. 


BAD WORKMANSHIP AT PELSALL 


Aldridge (Staffs.) Urban District Council 
was told on October 26 that workmanship 
on some of the houses built at Pelsall has 
been so poor that their Housing Committee 
has refused to accept them. The Housing 
Committee have given instructions for the 
work to be done again, to avoid future 
maintenance charges. In answer to criticism 
on the lack of progress on houses at 
Pheasey, Councillor Tecior said that short- 
age of labour was the reason for delays. 
Most contractors had more work than they 
could meet with available labour on private 
sites, and there was a general slowing-up 
of municipal housing programmes. 


LIVERPOOL HOUSING 


The cut in the housing subsidy may cost 
Liverpool more than £36,000 a year and in 
the meantime, it is reported, there are ten- 
ants in subsidised houses with four-figure 
incomes. Hundreds of tenants have had 
their wages doubled and trebled since the 
war and are still paying pre-war rents and 
the Corporation may have to consider offer- 
ing Corporation houses for purchase by sit- 
ting tenants who want to buy. The Cor- 
Poration own something like 60,000 houses 
and flats and it is pointed out that a sale of 
only 2,000 would provide a sum of about 
£3,000,000. It is explained that if economic 
rents were charged the cost of buying a 
house would be little more, if any, than pay- 
ing rent. 


UCL CALENDAR 


, The 1955-56 Calendar of University Col- 
€ge, London, has now been published. 
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Copies, price 7s. 6d. (8s. 6d. post free) from 
the Secretary, University CoJlege, London, 
Gower-street, WC1. 


BUILDING SUSPENDED 


Westhoughton Council has decided to 
suspend building on new housing schemes 
pending a favourable review of interest 
rates and subsidies. The decision will not 
affect current schemes or slum clearance. 


PRODUCTION CENSUSES DELAY 


The Board of Trade have decided to post- 
pone for a year the programme of work re- 
commended by the Committee om the Cen- 
suses of Production and Distribution. 


KILN DRYING CHARGES 

The Kiln Owners’ Association have an- 
nounced that a new schedule of charges is 
being introduced as from December 1, 1955, 
This schedule, which shows some increase 
in rates in comparison with the one at pre- 
sent in use, has been found necessary both 
because of increased wage. rates and other 
cost considerations, and also because of 
further experience gained in the drying of 
some of the newer varieties of hardwoods. 
Copies, price 4s., from The Kiln Owners’ 
Association, 15, New Bridge-street, EC4. 


WIMBLEDON MULTI-STOREY FLATS 


If more tall blocks of flats were built on 
the slopes from Wimbledon Common to 
Southfields station, there might be a risk that 
the soil would not carry them, Wandsworth, 
Putney and Southfields Ratepayers were 
told on November 7 by Dr. E. Jenkins, 
OBE, who represented objectors at the in- 
quiry into Wandsworth Council’s proposal 
to acquire Edgecombe Hall to build new 
homes. Dr. Jenkins thought that this might 
set off the trigger which would send part of 
the hill—and the flats already there—down 
the slope towards Garratt-lane. The rate- 
payers decided to reaffirm to the Council 
their opposition to blocks of nine and ten 
storeys being included in the building plans, 
if the compulsory purchase order were con- 
firmed, 


SOLID-FUEL APPLIANCE COURSES 


Over a hundred local builders’ operatives 
attended the 5 one-day courses of instruction 
on the installation of modern domestic 
solid fuel appliances, held at the Lowestoft 
Technical College, from October 31 to 
November 4 inclusive. The courses, which 
were arranged by the Lowestoft Joint 
Service Committee of the Coal Utilisation 
Council in co-operation with the college 
authorities, consisted of lectures and demon- 
strations by Mr. G. L. Grogan, the Council’s 
Area Technical Officer. 


CoW YEAR BOOK 


The 1955-56 Year Book of the Institute 
of Clerks of Works of Great Britain has 
recently been published. Copies from the 
Secretary, 5 Broughton-road, Thornton 
Heath, Surrey. 


CHURCH BUILDING APPEAL 


A £75,000 building fund appeal is to be 
launched in the Wakefield Diocese of York- 
shire at the end of this year. The money 
is to be raised over five years and used 
specifically for church building on new 
housing estates. 
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CANNON STREET STATION | 


British Railways announce that the re- 
construction of Cannon Street Station is to 
begin forthwith. The cost is estimated 
at about £l14m. The work is part of the 
railways modernisation plan; it will enable 
the station to take longer trains to ease 
congestion. Cannon Street Station, situated 
in the heart, of the City of London, was 
opened by the South Eastern Railway 
Company in 1866. It covers an area of 
over 152,000 sq. ft. and is 855 ft. long from 
the northern end of the railway bridge to 
the public highway. At platform level the 
station is 187 ft. wide inside the walls. The 
main block of buildings was designed and 
built as an hotel for an independent com- 
pany by Edward M. Barry and was known 
as City Terminus Hotel. The famous 
arched roof which before the war contained 
two acres of glass was designed by John 
Hawkshaw, consulting engineer to the South 
Eastern Railway Company. 


TRADE NEWS 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Messrs. Ewart and Son, Ltd., manufac- 
turers of gas water heaters, on November 21 
transferred their sales and administrative 
departments to 255, North Circular-road, 
Neasden, NW10. (Tel.: Willesden 1234, 
Telegrams: Geyser Norphone London.) All 
departments of the company are now operat- 
ing from Neasden. 


CEREMONY FOR 200th VEHICLE 


A ceremony was held on November 8 at 
Croydon to mark the handing over to T. 
Wall and Sons, Ltd., the ice-cream manu- 
facturers, of the 200th vehicle constructed 
for them by Trojan, Ltd., Purley-way, Croy- 
don. The ceremony was performed by 
Alderman Basil Monk, chairman and man- 
aging director of Trojan, Ltd.; the vehicle 
being received by Mr. Cecil W. Rodd, chair- 
man of Wall’s. 

This company bought their first Trojan 
diesel vehicle in March, 1953, and since then 
these vehicles have travelled nearly two 
million miles to all parts of the country. The 
Perkins P.3(V) engine is capable of produc- 
ing 41bhp at 2,400 rpm. 


NEW COMPANY 


Arrangements have been made between 
the British Reinforced Concrete Engineering 
Co., Ltd., and the Lancashire Steel Corpora- 
tion, Ltd., their largest supplier of steel wire, 
for the establishment of a company which 
will be owned in equal shares by both parent 
organisations and known as BRC Steel Co., 
Ltd. It will carry on the business of wire 
drawing in a factory to be erected on BRC’s 
property at Stafford. ? 


ELDERS CLUB DINNER 


The first annual dinner of the newly 
formed Villiers’ Elders Club was held re- 
cently by The Villiers Engineering Com- 
pany, Marston-road, Wolverhampton, 
when more than 100 members with 
25 years’ or more continuous service to the 
company were present. Mr. H. Geoffrey 
Jones and Mr. Leslie W. Farrer, joint man- 
aging directors of the company and vice- 
presidents of the Elders Club, deputised as 
hosts for Mr. Frank H. Farrer, chairman of 
the company and president of the club, who 
is now living in South Africa. 























































“BUILDING 
[From our own Correspondents] 


ARGENTINA .—The Argentine Govern- 
ment intends to build two atomic power 
plants, the first to be finished in 1968 and 
the second in 1980, by which time half of 
Argentina’s power capacity will be based 
on atomic energy. 


AUSTRALIA .—Several Australian ports 
are being modernised to cope with increased 
shipping activity. The Melbourne Harbour 
Trust says its aim is to provide a port which 
shall be modern in its installations and ser- 
vice and economical in its operations. The 
other main port authorities in Australia also 
have modernisation plans, details of which 
are obtainable direct from the ports 
concerned. 


BOLIVIA.—The Bolivian National Com- 
mission of Co-ordination and Planning pub- 
lished recently a tentative outline of a large 
scheme for the construction of a dam at the 
Straits of Bala on the River Beni. This will 
produce a large artificial lake to improve 
communications, control irrigation over a 
wide area of fertile land and be used to pro- 
duce up to Im. kW of electric power. 

Details of another proposed hydro-electric 
scheme has also been published. This is on 
the Rio Negro close to the Cochabamba- 
Santa Cruz Highway, where it is proposed to 
generate 70,000 kW for the town of Cocha- 
bamba and the tin and wolfram mines. 
Both of these schemes will need consider- 
able foreign capital before they can be put 
into effect. 

The Minister of Public Works announced 
recently that more than 406m. Bolivianos will 
be spent on the construction of roads... . 
An agreement between Bolivia and the 
United States provides for the formation of 
a Bolivian-American Co-operative Service for 
roads which will be responsible for the main- 
tenance and improvement of roads in the 
country. The service is already making 
large purchases of equipment. 


CANADA.—An informative paper ‘on 
atomic energy in Canada has recently been 
released by the Department of External 
Affairs in Ottawa, which includes informa- 
tion about the building and development of 
nuclear reactors. It is estimated that gov- 
ernment expenditure on atomic energy in 
Canada over the next five years will total 
$124m., offering scope for United Kingdom 
contractors. This sum covers the comple- 
tion of the construction of the new research 
and plutonium production reactor, the con- 
struction of an experimental atomic power 
station, and a preliminary design study, with 
associated development programmes for a 
100,000 kW electric power station. 

Detailed design has just begun on Canada’s 
first atomic power station, known as Nuclear 
Power Demonstration which is expected to 
go into operation in 1958. The station will 
be located at the hydro-electric power station 
of the Hydro-Electric Power Commission of 
Ontario, near the village of Des Joachims 
on the Ottawa River, about 150 miles west 
northwest of Ottawa and 20 miles from Chalk 
River. The estimated cost of a 20,000 kW 
station of this design is just over $11m. 
Canadian General Electric Co., Ltd., is 
responsible for the detailed design and 
engineering of the reactor and for all con- 
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struction, and will contribute $2m. towards 
its cost. 

While the design and construction of this 
20,000 kW station goes forward, a prelimin- 
ary design study for a 100,000 kW (electric) 
station will be carried out by a group com- 
posed of engineers and scientists from various 
power companies throughout Canada and 
from the staff of the government-owned com- 
pany, Atomic Energy of Canada, Ltd. 


The paper makes it quite clear that the _ 


design and construction of such a station and 
of future atomic power stations in Canada 
will be the joint responsibility of private in- 
dustry and of various power companies. 

IRAQ.—A contract for the construction 
of a £417,670 railway bridge over the Diyala 
River at Baquba, 35 miles north-east of 
Baghdad, has been awarded to Holloway 
Brothers, Ltd., building contractors, against 
competition from German, Italian, and 
Austrian firms. 

MALAY A.—Singapore’s tallest building, 
the 18-storey Asia Insurance building, is 
nearing completion. The architect, Mr. Ng 
Keng Siang, has said that the Governor of 
Singapore, Sir Robert Black, will open the 
building on December 10, . . . The whole of 
a seven-storey building to be erected by 
Wong Siew Choong, Ltd., in Cross-street 
Kuala Lumpur, will be air-conditioned. The 
architect for this £65,000 project is Mr. 
T. Y. Lee, of Kuala Lumpur. 

Work is going ahead on a project, cover- 
ing 50 acres of former burial ground in 
Orchard-road, Singapore, which will include 
a garden city, hotel, school, cinema, amuse- 
ment park and petrol kiosk. Mr. Ng Keng 
Siang has amended a plan to enable a build- 
ing to stand ten storeys high instead of five 
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and it will have 90 flats and 12 shop-houses, 
The total area for this project is capable of 
holding more than 400 flats and 85 shop- 
houses. . . . A new building is being pre- 
pared by the architects, Swan and Maclaren, 
for the Commercial Union Assurance Co, 
Ltd., at the corner of Robinson-rd., and 
Telegraph-st., Singapore. The premises 
being built by the Chow Construction Co, 
will be air-conditioned throughout, 

Malaya is getting more _ skyscrapers, 
mostly in Singapore, and the trend is to air- 
condition them throughout, where possible, 
Latest example of this is the £600,000 build- 
ing for the American International Assur- 
ance Co., Ltd., now being constructed at the 
corner of Robinson-rd. and Telegraph-st,, 
Singapore. This was designed by John 
Graham and Co., of Seattle, with Swan and 
Maclaren, of Singapore, as associate archi- 
tects. The general contractor is Pau] Y 
Construction Co., of Singapore. 
usual feature is that the building will have 
aluminium honeycombed projections for sun 
and shade control. 


An un | 






































Plans have been approved for the building | 


of 87 first-class houses on a 3l-acre site at 
Holland-rd., Singapore, in a locality to be 
called the Oei Tiong Ham Park. 
is expected to cost eventually some £600,000, 
The architects are Swan and Maclaren. ... 
A Singapore firm, Guan Seng Kee, Ltd., is 
to build 21 flats 4nd 14 lock-up shops on 
19,000 sq. ft. of land in River Valley-rd, 
Singapore. Cost will be about £100,000. 
Swan and Maclaren are the architects. ... 


A 12-storey building is to replace the 30- | 


year-old Po Hing Theatre in Nathan-rd.. Kow- 
loon. The architect is Mr. P. Chu. It will 
be 125 ft. tall—the highest building in Kow- 
loon. 
1,800 people, a restaurant, ballroom and 
apartments. 


A 14-storey arcade and office building with ; 


escalators, costing about £400,000 is being 
built at Des Volux-rd., Hong Kong. Mr. P. 
Chu is the architect in charge. The new 
structure will contain about 60 shops and 
many Offices. . 
tect, Mr. W. Irving Watson, FRIBA, has re 
signed and will join Messrs. Swan and 
Maclaren on January 1. 


The Singapore Improvement Trust is 10 
launch a $2m. housing scheme before the 
end of this year when it starts work ona 
block of modern nine-storey flats. The 
scheme will consist of two phases, the 
second of which, scheduled to start in 
February. 1956, calls for the erection of 
another block of flats immediately opposilé 
the first block... . Work on the first phase 
of a $30m. housing project—the Canning 
Garden Estate—is to being next month with 
the construction of 600 units on a 200-acre 
plot in Ipoh, Federation of Malaya. Th 


. . The Singapore City Archi- | 


This work | 





It will consist of a cinema to hold | 
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satellite township when completed will pt | 


vide 2,000 low-cost homes. 
The Tan Tock Seng Hospital in Singe 


pore is to have two new blocks of wards F 
costing about $14m. The -two  structurts 


are part of a scheme which will make Tan 
Tock Seng a 1,000-bed tuberculosis hospitil 


by 1958. Two more similar blocks will be f 


built next year and work on a fifth is e 
pected to begin in 1957. Each block W 
consist of six storeys. . . .Tenders have now 


been invited for the earth-cutting, site PF 
paration and builders’ foundation work 1 F 


quired for the Singapore Polytechnic. 
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MALAY A.—Work is expected to start by 
the end of this year on the first stage of the 
University of Malaya’s big extension plans. 
The plans so far approved for the project 
will cost rather more than $11m., of which 
$5m. is allotted for expansion of the Univer- 
sity in Kuala Lumpur, though details for 
plans in the Federal capital are not yet fully 
worked out. The main Singapore develop- 
ment is in the grounds of the former Raffles 
College. Tenders for construction of the 
new buildings are expected to be called in the 
very near future. 

Tenders have been invited by the Govern- 
ment of Singapore to build and operate a 
television station in the Colony. Further 
news of this project will be announced by the 
end of the year as there are several points 
yet to be discussed. 


NEW ZEALAND.—A group of New 
Zealand businessmen have prepared a plan 
for building three high-quality highway 
hotels, one beside the Great South-road, 
Auckland, one at Rotorua and another near 
the Huka Falls, Lake Taupo.The plan has 
been handed to the Minister of Tourist and 
Health Resorts, Mr. Halstead, at whose 
Ministry inquiries can be made. 

New Zealand Forest Products is planning 
to spend £7m. to £8m. on expansion in the 
next five years. A new mill is to be built 
to produce 50,000 tons of kraft paper per 
year. The manufacture of building board is 
to be increased by 40m. ft. giving a total of 
115m. ft. per year. The expansion building 
plans are now being studied. ... The New 
Zealand Minister of Works stated recently 
that his department is now preparing the 
site for the proposed new steam power sta- 
tion as well as accommodation for workmen 
on the job. A contract is to be let soon 
for the erection of the station. 


NEW ZEALAND.—Reconnaissances with 
a view to possible power development in the 
near future in New Zealand were made dur- 
ing the past year of the central volcanic re- 
gion between Turangi and Waiouru and of 
the Bay of Plenty rivers extending from the 
Rangitaiki to the Motu. Reconnaissances 
were also made of the Ngaruroro River in 
Hawke’s Bay. v= 

The annual report of the New Zealand 
Ministry of Works states that so far as it 
was possible to judge on the information at 
present available the total potential of the 
Bay of Plenty rivers was considerable. Re- 
ferring to the possibility of Tongariro de- 
velopment, the report says that though the 
nature of the terrain called for specially 
careful consideration, the diversion into Lake 
Taupo and the Waikato River of a consider- 
able flow from the Wanganui and other rivers 
flowing off the mountain peaks appeared to 
be practical. Such a diversion would not 
only make possible a development of the 
order of 200.000 kW in the upper Waikato, 
but the additional water would generate extra 
units in all the lower Waikato stations, the 
equivalent of a large generating station. 

A reconnaissance of the Egmont area is 
also to be made in the near future. This 
Will include all the main streams flowing west 
and south between Kawhia and Wanganui. 
Eight Power projects—Huka, Aratiatia, Para- 
iki, Okataina, Tarawere and three projects 
on the Kaituna River—are at present under 
Mvestigation. In addition seven major 
Schemes—alternative schemes for develop- 
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ment of the Te Anau-Manapouri lake system 
in the South Island—are in the initial plan- 
ning state. 


NIGERIA.—The Eastern Region Govern- 
ment of Nigeria is to devote half of its 
current expenditure. to medical and educa- 
tional needs and a third on other develop- 
ment projects. A further £1jm. has been 
earmarked for the provision of adequate 
water supplies. Plans for the expenditure 
of the £23m. grant from the Colonial 
Development and Welfare Fund on the Five 
Year Development Plan for the region have 
been submitted to the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies. Of the amount of £89m. 
which the Northern Nigerian Government 
plans to spend on development during the 
next five years £10m. is to be spent on roads 
and approximately the same amount on 
health and medical establishments. 

A Lagos housing scheme to provide 1,300 
houses at a cost of £1m. for low income 
government workers within a period of three 
years is to be launched shortly.... A pro- 
posal has been made for the establishment 
of a Catholic University in Eastern Nigeria 
and the Jesuit Educational Association in 
America is understood to be interested in 
the project. Leading members of the Asso- 
ciation are to visit Nigeria shortly and they 
will examine problems of finance, buildings 
and sites. 

It was recently reported that the Northern 
Region Government and a UK textile group 
are to establish a cotton mill in the Northern 
Region as a combined venture. The new 
company is to be known as Kaduna Textiles, 
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A five years’ development and welfare 
project was recently placed before the 
Southern Cameroons Assembly which is 
estimated to cost £1,645,000. About 
£650,000 is intended for road development 
and £325,000 for education. ... A grant 
of £150,000 has now been made from the 
Colonial Development and Welfare Funds 
for capital expenditure at the University 
College, Ibadan. 


NORWAY .—In a White Paper published 
recently the Norwegian Ministry of Indus- 
try gives details of plans for expansion at 
the Ardal aluminium plant at a cost of 
£19,725,000. 


SOUTHERN RHODESIA.—The contract 
for 15 miles of all-weather road to the 
Kariba dam site from the Southern Rhode- 
sian side of the Zambezi River has been let 
for £461,792—or £30,786 per mile—to John 
Laing and Son (Rhodesia), Ltd., whose tender 
was the lowest of four received by the Fede- 
ral Hydro-Electric Board, and very near the 
consulting civil engineer’s estimate. The 
next bid we understand was over £4m. This 
section will connect the dam with the Euro- 
pean housing site and the radio-telephone 
station. 

The Federal Hydro-Electric Board will 
soon call for tenders for contracts concerned 
with the Kariba scheme estimated to be 
worth several million pounds. They con- 
cern the erection of transmission lines about 
900 miles long to carry power from Kariba 
and the transporting of some 400,000 tons of 
material, mainly cement, for the construction 
of the hydro-electric scheme on the Zambezi 
River. The tenders for the work will prob- 
ably have to be submitted by the end of 
December. Work is expected to start early 
in 1956. 


VENEZUELA .—About £23m. is to be 
divided among the provincial states for pro- 
jects under the 1955-1958 Scheme. ... Plans 
are also being drawn up for the economic 
development of Tachira which will include 
construction of factories for the coffee and 
leather industries. 


The building is to be ready in two 


AUSTRALIAN POWER CONTRACT 


The Queensland Government has let a 
£Al1m. contract which will be the first step 
in linking up one of Australia’s most wide- 
spread power networks. The work will con- 
sist of erecting 160 miles of high-voltage 
power lines to connect the Townsville 
regional power network with the new hydro- 
electric power station being built at Tully 
Falls in the Cairns district. This involves 
building hundreds of steel towers in tropical 
jungle and mountain country. The scheme 
will eventually link generating stations at 
Cairns as well as Townsville with the hydro- 
electric plant at Tully Falls. As a result, 
nearly 50,000 sq. miles of coastal Queens- 
land will be served by one major power 
network. 

PAKISTAN CONTRACT 

Gammon (Pakistan), Ltd., a_ British- 
owned company, has won a contract worth 
£4,726,000 for the construction of a dam 
on the river Indus in the face of strong 
American and French competition. The 


contract provides for construction of a dam 
4,600 ft. long at Gudu, on the Indus, about 
400 miles north-east of Karachi. 
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Clyde Granary Scheme 


J{XTENDED grain and other facilities 

4 are to be provided at Meadowside, 
Glasgow, at a cost believed to be nearly 
£3m, by the Clyde Navigation Trust. The 
scheme will more than double the capacity 
of the existing granary, and the new plant 
will enable cargoes: to be discharged four 
or five times more rapidly than at present. 
The facilities will include a granary exten- 
sion of 50,000 tons capacity immediately to 
the west of Meadowside Granary, silos 
mainly of 400 tons capacity with an agreed 
number of 200 tons, and a new quay and 
shed at Meadowside shipyard land. It is 
understood that the work will take between 
two and three years. 


Ayr Barracks Decision 


THE dictation of Civil Servants conducting 
a deliberate campaign was weakening local 
authorities, said PoricE Jupce F. L. 
ALDERSON at a meeting of Ayr Town 
Council on November 14, when he asked 
the council to send a strong protest to the 
Secretary of State for Scotland against the 
decision to allow the War Office to move 
the depot of the Royal Scots Fusiliers from 
Churchill Barracks, Ayr, to Castlehill 
Estate, Ayr. 

The decision of the Secretary of State 
had nullified every decision taken by the 
Council, the Town Planning Officer, the 
Burgh Surveyor and other organisations 
consulted in preparing the town plan, added 
Mr. Alderson. 

The motion to send a protest was opposed 
by Battie D. S. H. McDONALD, who said 
that when the Town Council refused plan- 
ning permission for the change they had 
known that any overtures made by the War 
Department were an act of courtesy, and 
the War Department could always go above 
them. PoLice JupGeE A. A. HEwItTson, 
seconding Mr. McDonald, said that what 
they had in Ayr was a slum barracks, and 
its age could be judged from the fact that 
the previous week a fireplace had been taken 
from it bearing the crest of William the 
Fourth. The motion to send a protest was 
defeated. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Airdrie.—Plans approved for shops and 14 houses at 


Bell-st. and Aitchieson-st., the architect being Harry 
Shaw, FRIBA, Master of Works Offices, Old Royal 
Bank-bdldgs. 

Ayrshire.—Plans approved for new buildings at 


Maccolls-ave., Ayr, for William C. Gray & Sons, 
Ltd. 

Clackmannanshire.—Plans in hand for western de- 
velopment scheme of houses 287 of which are to be 
erected at Alva for the Corporation. 

Edinburgh.—Bonaly Farm, Colinton, has been 
bought by McTaggart and Mickel, builders, as a 
building site, at a cost of about £50,000, for eventual 
building development. 

East Kilbride.—Plans approved for New Town 
Development Corporation’s scheme of shops and 14 
garages at Lanarkshire Mains West 1 (Development 
9), for which the architect is Frank C. Scott (L), 
Torrence House. 

East Kilbride.—Plans to be prepared for Develop- 
ment Corporation for comprehensive scheme of 
houses, etc., at Calderwood Site 5, the arctitect being 
Frank C. Scott (L), Torrence House. 

Lanarkshire.—Station. Plans prepared iby 
own architects have been approved for the 


their 
service 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 
OLLOWING are rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from April 18, 1955. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 


including the islands of Orkney, 
Shetland, etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 4s.; Labourers, 3s. 54d. 


For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 


Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 hours. 
s.-¢. 
Ist Be ae 0 ee 440 
2nd cs a . 28 58 8 
3rd a si sae 88 0 
4th ox oe o> O6E 117 4 
Sth 75 132 0 


For ana aka, ~ rates are: 
Operatives on craft operations (at end of s. d. 
probationary period) a 3. 3 


Operatives on labouring operations (at 
end of probationary period) .. Ss 











to be erected at Salsburgh 


station works which are 
36, Renfield-st., 


for Messrs. Esso Petroleum, Ltd., 
Glasgow, W.C.2. 

East Kilbride.—Plans approved for 50  flatted 
houses at No. 2 development of the village site. the 
architect for the Development Corporation being 
Frank C. Scott (L), Torrence House. 
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Glasgow.—Plans by own architects approved for 
new building at Langside for James D. see & 
Co., Ltd., 121, Avenue-st., Glasgow, S.C 

Glasgow. —Plans approved for new home for aged 
persons at Merrylee, the architect being Archibald G. 
Jury (F), Housing Offices, The Trongate. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for a scheme of houses on 
three sites at Closeburn-st., of various houses a 
Springburn-rd., and at Wedderlee-drive, Cardonald, 
these being by the Architectural and Planning De. 
partment, The Trongate. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for Hutchieson Educa. 
tional Trust for Hutchieson Grammar School at Darn- 


ley-rd., Nitsdale, Giffnock, for which the. architects 
are George Boswell, Mitchell & Johnstone (F&A), 
256, West George-st., Glasgow, W.C.2. 





Inverness.—Plans for new factory costing £16,800 
at Longman industrial estate have been passed by 
Inverness Dean of Guild Court. They were pre- | 
sented on behalf of Scottish Industrial Estates, Ltd. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared for Catholic church 
for the Archdiocese of ‘Motherwell at Craighead, 
Bothwell, for — the architects are Gillespie, Kidd 
& Coia (F&A 20, Park-circus, Woodlands- td., 
Charing Cross, Since, WC3. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans approved for Sam Park, Ltd.. 
for petrol station and other additions at Lesmagagow, 
the architects being Alexander Cullen & Ptnrs. (F), 
92, Cadzow-st., The Cross, Hamilton. 

Newton Mearns.—Plans in hand for 40 houses, the 
architect being J. H. Murray (F), Education Offices, | 
Glasgow-rd., Paisley. t 

Renfrewshire.—Plans in hand for scheme of houses 
and shops, etc., at Banff-rd., Gourock. William V 
Kelly (F), Municipal-bldgs., Shore-st., Gourock, archi- 
tect. 

Stirlingshire.—Plans in fand for reconstruction and 
extension, etc., to Forthbank factory at Stirling for 
John Player & Son, Nottingham, under the direction 
of William K. ‘Martin (F), Castle Tobacco Factory 
Nottingham. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION | 





Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (+) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


NOVEMBER 28. 

+Airedale and Wharfedale Joint Crematorium Com. 
—New crematorium comprising chapel, crematorium, 
administrative offices and drives. Clk. of Jt. Com.. 
Town Hall, Ilkley. 

NOVEMBER 29. 

*tHornsey BC.—31 dwellings and 31 garages at 
Southwood-la. BE&S, Town Hall. Tenders by 
January 26, 

*+Plymouth City C.—20 one-bedroom 
City A. Seymour-rd. Dep. £3 3s. 

DECEMBER 1. 

*Glasgow Corp.—Several works for 42 flats, Moses- 
field-st. Architectural and Planning Dept., 20, Tron- 
gate. 


THE ORGANISATION 
OF BUILDING FIRMS 


A series of articles, con- 
tributed by leading Builders 
in various parts of Great 
Britain, on the organisa- 
tion of the medium-sized 
builders’ business. Re- 
printed from “The Builder.” 


Price 2/6; By post, 2/9 
Book Dept. 
The Builder House, 
Catherine Street, W.C.2 
Tel.: TEMple Bar 6251 (Ext. 5) 


flats at 5 


sites. 





i 

















*+North-East Metropolitan Reg. Hosp. Board.— | 
Alterations to block 3, section 2, at Chase Farm | 
Hospital, The Ridgeway, Enfield. Secretary, Ila, § 
Portland-pl., W1. 
DECEMBER 2. i 

*+Bedford BC.—36 flats. Monks-Hill-on-the-Putnce | 
estate. BE&S. Dep. £3 3s. ; 

**Birmingham City C.—Branch bank premises 2! | 
891-3, Walsall- rd., Gt. Barr. City A, Civic Centre 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by January 2. 

*+Bristol City C.—Five-bay fire station at Avor- | 
mouth. City A, Council House. Dep. £2 2s 

*+East Riding CC.—(a) Cow shed at Bishop Burto 
Institute; (b) adaptations at Old People’s Home 
Pocklington; (c) electrical installation at Hornse 
County Sec. Sch.; (d) heating installation at Hornsea 
County Sec. Sch. County A, County Hall, Beverle 
Dep. £2 each. 

*+Ilford BC.—Erection of secondary sch. at Fores: 
rd. (approx. cost £140,000). BE, Town Hall 

*tNewcastle Reg. Hosp. Board.—Following work 
at Prudoe and Monkton Hospital: A (1) Three two | 
block. B (1) Single | 


storey villas; (2) employment 
storey villa; (2) 20 staff houses; (3) central — 
stores block. Secretary to the Board, Walker : 


Newcastle-on-Tyne, 6. H 
DECEMBER 3. 
*+Esher UDC.—(a) 18 flats at Central-ave., Wes 


Hospital, 





Molesey; (b) 18 flats at Northfield Farm, Cobham: | 
(c) 15 flats at Canada-rd. (Tartar Hill) estat 
Cobham: (d) 9 flats at Golf Course estate, We 
Molesey. E&S, Council Offices. Dep. £2 2s 


(a) and (b) and £1 Is. each for (c) and (d) or £4 4s 


for all sites. ate 
*+Grimsby CB.—Extension to College of Furth 







Education. BE&S. Municipal Offices. Dep. 
*+Lewes BC.—Extension to Town Hall. BE& 
Council Offices, Fisher-st. Dep. £2 2s 
*+Newcastle Reg. Hosp. Board.—Admission ! 
tal and two convalescent villas at St. ¢ 
Hospital, Morpeth. Secretary of the Board, 
Gate Hospital, Benfield-rd., Newcastle-on- 6 


*tWest Sussex CC.—Sec. mod. sch., Kingston-!2 
Southwick. County A, Chichester. 
DECEMBER 5. 

*+Beds EC.—Alteration and extension, 
downe-rd. County A, Bedford. 

*+East Suffolk CC.—Extensions to Leiston Gramm 
School and Eye County Modern School. County A 
Ipswich. Tenders by January x 

*+Pembrokeshire CC.—Secondary sch. at Crymm)< 
County A. County Offices, Haverfordwest. De 
£2 Zs. 

*+Peterborough Joint Education Board. —Propost! 
Fastholm County School for Girk, Eastfield & Pag 
L. H. Robjohn, S to the Board. Dep. 
Tenders by January 30. 

DECEMBER 7. oe 

*Harrow BC.—Conveniences, Chapel-la., Pint 
BE&S. 48. Uxhridge-rd.. Stanmore. Dep. ——an 

*+Watford BC.—225 houses and 42 garages, 
den estate. BE&S. Dep. £5 5s. 

DECEMBER 8. P 

*Glasgow Corp.—Several works vin connection, 
the erection of 48 single persons’ Set s at Barlias 
Architectural and Planning Dept., 20, Tromsate 


17, Lan 
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DECEMBER 9. 

*Leicestershire CC.—Selected list to tender as 
nominated suppliers or sub-contractors in connection 
with erection of three schools. County A, 123, 
London-rd., Leicester. ' 

*+Portsmouth City C.—(a) 50 houses at West Leigh, 
site 5; (b) 35 flats and maisonettes at St. James’s-rd.; 
(c) classrooms, Northern Grammar Sch. City A, 1, 
Western-par. Dep. £1 each. 

DECEMBER 12 

*Barnstaple BC.—TIwo pairs of shops and maison- 

ettes over at Crosslands estate. BS, The Castle. 
pea. 29. 

DP ailworth UDC.—40 three-bedroomed houses on 

Dalehouse-la. estate. S: Council House, Kenilworth. 

Manchester City C.—Aged persons’ home, Hardy- 
la. City A: PO Box 488, Town Hall. 

*Southend-on-Sea CB.—22 garages at 
Boro’ A, 30, Alexandra-st. Dep. £2. ‘ 

*Surrey CC.—Building work at Ewell Highways 
Depot. County E, County Hall. 

*+Swansea CB.—New infants’ sch. at 
Boro’ A, The Guildhall. Dep. £5. 

DECEMBER 14. 

*Farnham UDC.—Repair and_ alterations to 
Rangers House, Farnham Park. Gilbert & Hobson 
(L&A), 69a, Castle-st., Farnham, Surrey. Dep. £2. 

*Montgomery CC.—Six houses and 5 sets of farm 
buildings and repairs. etc., to other buildings, Bank 
Farm, Poo! Quay, Welshpool. County A, Welsh- 
pool. Dep. £5 5s. ee ae ; 

*Sheffield City C.—Applications invited for inclu- 
sion in panels of approved contractors. City A, 


Town Hall. 
DECEMBER 15. 

*Glasgow Corp.—Various works for (1) 40 aged 
persons’ flats at Tormusk-rd, unit No. 3, area K3; 
(2) 32 aged persons’ flats at Ardencraig-rd., unit 
No. 3, area Y3. Architectural & Planning Dept., 


20, Trongate. 
DECEMBER 16. 


two sites. 


Trallwn. 


*Bexley BC.—84 houses, Halcot No. 3 estate. 
BE, West Lodge, Broadway, Bexley. Dep. £5 5s. 
*Henley-on-Thames BC.—28 dwellings and 10 


garages at Abraham’s estate. Eric G. V. Hives (L), 
3, Cork-st.. Reading. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Lowestoft BC.—40 houses, The Beeches estate, 


Normanston-dr. BE. 
DECEMBER 17. 
*Barnes TC.—Alteration works and additions to 


complete three lock-up shops at Mortlake High-st. 
BE&S, Municipal Offices. 


*Herne Bay UDC.—Six flats at Sea-st. E&S, 
Council Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 
Pontefract BC.—10 houses at Monument-la., 


Chequerfield estate. BE. 
DECEMBER 19. 

*Caernarvonshire CC.—Single-bay fire 
Abersoch. County A Dept., County Offices. 
£2 2s. 

*tHampshire CC.—Fire station 
County A, The Castle. Dep. £ f 
Kidderminster RDC.—Two pairs houses and nine 





Station at 


Dep. 


at Fordingbridge. 
s. 


pairs bungalows at Fairfield housing estate. E&S. 
Dep. £2 2s. 
*Peterlee Development Corp.—48 dwellings at 


Dene House development. Chief A, Shotton Hall, 
Castle Eden, Co. Durham. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Sittingbourne and Milton UDC.—10 houses at 


Canterbury-rd. estate. E&S, Central-ave. Dep. £3 3s. 
*Tynemouth CB.—54 dwellings at East End of 


North Shields. 


A. K. Tasker & Austin Child, 25, 
New Bridge-st., 


Newcastle-on-Tyne. Dep. £4 4s. 

DECEMBER 20. 

_ *Bournemouth CB.—{a) Roof repairs and repaint- 

ing at Transport Depot, Soutncote-rd.; (b) improve- 

ments to four pre-war houses at Throop-rd., Holden- 

hurst. Boro’ A (Room 106), Town Hall. 
DECEMBER 22. 

_ *Carlisle City C.—Erection of Pennine-way Infants’ 
Sch. City S, 18, Fisher-st. 

_ DECEMBER 30. 

*North Riding EC.—New county mod. sch. at 
Redcar, Denis Clarke Hall (F), 6, Masons-yard, 
Duke-st., St. James’s, London, SWI, or F. Barra- 
clough, County Hall, Northallerton. 

. DECEMBER 31. 

Luton BC.—(a)_ Six shops and maisonettes, 
Abbotswood-rd., and (b) 6 shops and maisonettes, 24 
flats and 20 garages, The Crossway, Farley Hill estate. 

z Dep. £2 2s. each. 

Willenhall UDC.—Tenants’ 


meeting 
Lucknow estate. 


Architect, Town Hall. 
P JANUARY 4. 
Wood Green Boro’.—18 flats, Albert-close. BE. 


Dep. £2 2s. 

8 JANUARY 6. 
Mv Gham CB.—New buildings, Glodwick-rd. A. 
oe Director of Public Cleansing, Gas-st. Dep. 


ne NO DATE. 

_*Crewe Co-operative Society, Ltd.—Engineering 
Workshop at Henry-st. Architect’s. Dept., Co- 
Operative Wholesale Society, Ltd., 1, Balloon-st.. 
Manchester, 4, 


PAINTING, MATERIALS, ETC. 


*4y NOVEMBER 30. 
larrow BC.—Lists of Painting contractors. D. H. 


Pritchard, TC. 
DECEMBER 6. 


room at 
Dep. £3 3s 


"tBeds_ EC.—Electric li i : 
‘ EC.—E ght and heating, etc., 
Bedford Primary Sch., Shortstown. County A, 
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DECEMBER 12. 

Huddersfield CBC.—Waterworks Dept. Pipes and 
castings for 12 months ending December 31, 1956. 
Period contracts: (a) British Standard CI pipes, (b) 
British Standard special castings, (c) special castings, 
(d) surface boxes (any or all contracts). Waterworks 
Engr., 24, Ramsden-st., Huddersfield. 


MUNICIPAL AND CIVIL 
ENGINEERING WORKS, ETC. 


NOVEMBER 28. 

tEssex CC.—lInclusion in lists of contractors for: 
(a) Four-storey extensions to Mid-Essex technical 
college, Chelmsford, £215,000 est: (b) extension to 
Joseph Barratt secondary school, Walthamstow, 
£27,000 est. Architects: (a) A. R. Dunnett& Son, 
65a, Duke-st., Chelmsford; (b) Tooley & Foster (F), 
Midlamd Bank-chbrs., Buckhurst Hill, Essex. 

DECEMBER 12. 

Guildford, Godalming and District Water Board.— 
Sinking, lining and testing of four boreholes in lower 
greensand, each approx. 350 ft. deep, with graded 
level filter and 12-in. dia. lining tubes. Chief Engr., 
‘* Branksome,’’ Filmer-gr., Godalming. Dep. £2 2s. 

DECEMBER 17. 
Nottingham City C.—New bridge of steel beams 





and concrete decking over Beeston Canal, Lenton, 
with demolition of existing bridge. City E&s. 
Dep. £2. 


DECEMBER 22. 

Ministry of Transport and Civil Aviation.—Recon- 
struction and widening of Eastern-ave. between Ley- 
st. and Oaks-la., Newbury Park, Ilford, with demoli- 
tion of certain buildings and structures including 
existing bridge and old station building over railway 
at Newbury Park Station; construction of approx. 
half a mile dual carriageway in concrete with rolled 
asphalt surfacing; construction of new _ three-span 
r.c. bridge over railway and of two pedestrian sub- 
ways. Rendel, Palmer & Tritton, cons. engrs., 125, 
Victoria-st., SW1. Dep. £20. 

DECEMBER 31. 

*+West Riding of Yorkshire CC.—lInclusion in lists 
of selected contractors for building works of value: 
(a) £5,000-£10,000, (b) £10.000-£25,000, (c) £25,000- 
£50,000, (d) £50,0°0-£100,.000, or (e) over £100,000, 
and for ancillary works projects. County A, 
‘* Bishopsgarth,’’ Westfield-ave., Wakefield. 





ANUARY 2. 

Epsom and Ewell BC.—840 lin. yds. 48/42-in. dia., 
and 2,260 lin. yds. 33/12-in. dia. concrete pipe sewers; 
90 lin. yds. 30-in. dia. CI pipe sewers in open cut; 
1,720 lin. yds. 36- and 27-in. dia. concrete pipe and 
730 lin. yds. 9-in. dia. stoneware pipe sewer in 
heading and open cut; two storm tanks, manholes, 


etc. John Tavilor & Sons. engrs., Artillery House, 
Artillery-row, SW1. Dep. £10. 
NO DATE. 


Uckfield RDC.—1,210 yds. 18/9-in. and 3,600 yds. 


2l-in. dia. concrete, stoneware and spun-iron pipe 
sewers, manholes, etc., major additions to disposal 
works, pumping station, incidental pipework, new 
access bridge and demolition of part of existing 
works. Lemon & Blizzard, Chartered Civil Engrs., 


59, Tufton-st., SW1. Dep. £10. 
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GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Camberwell.—MaAIsONETTES AND FLats.—LCC Hsg. 
Com. have approved a scheme prepared by LCC 
architect’s department for the development of a 
four-acre site to the north of Rye Hill estate by the 
erection of one six-storey block of 30 maisonettes, 
four terraces containing 21 cottages, one block of 
12 flats and six dwellings for old people. The esti- 
mated cost of the development is £194,400. 

Holborn.—Appointment.—_TP Com. recommend 
that W. V. Zinn, MICE, Collingham House, Eagle- 
st., WC1, be appointed consulting E in connection 
with the erection of 30 flats at the Mount Pleasant 
and Pooles Buildings housing site. 

Islington.—Sir—E AcQuisitTion.—Hsg. Com. recom- 
mend the acquisition of land at Nos 1-6 (consec.), 
Hillmarton-rd., having been advised that the land is 
capable of redevelopment by the erection of 24 
dwellings. They also recommend the appointment of 
s. C. P. Monson, AA.RIBA, 120, Moorgate-st., 
EC2, as architects, and O. E. Parratt, FRICS, Ade- 
laide House, London Bridge, EC4, as quantitiy sur- 
veyors for the scheme. The same appointments are 
recommended for the Hanley-rd. housing scheme. 

Lambeth.—ScuooL Equipment Depot.—LCC Ed. 
Com. have approved the proposed erection of a school 
equipment depot on the site of the former Frank 
Briant school, Upper Kennington-la., to replace the 
depot in the former Stockwell Orphanage building, 
the site of which is required for a mew count 
secondary school (reserve project in the 1956-57 edu- 
cation building programme). The scheme, prepared 
by LCC architects’ department, comprises a single- 
storey section containing workshops and_ stores, 
garages for 18 vehicles, and a multi-storey section 
spanning the transport yard and orientated to obtain 
maximum sunlight which will contain committee 
rooms, offices and a canteen. The scheme provides 
for an additional floor if necessary as well as a care- 
taker’s house and has an estimated cost of £223,000. 

Southwark.—Service STaTION.—TP approval has 
been given to revised proposals by the Central Car 
Park Co., Ltd., 81, Red Lion-sq., WC1, for the 
erection of a public petro! filling and service station 
on the site of 2-16, Newington-causeway and 69-74, 
Borough-rd. 

_ Southwark.—OFFices AND WAREHOUSES.—No objec- 
tion has been made by MBC TP Com. to proposals 
by M. C. Hughes & Ptnrs., architects, 119, Victoria- 
st., SWI, for the erection of one 16-storey, one 
8-storey and two 6-storey office buildings, as well as 
one 8-storey and one 7-storey warehouses on a site 
bounded by Southwark-st., Canvey-st., Zoar-st. and 
Great Guildford-st. 

Southwark.—WaREHOUSE.—The erection of a ware- 
house on the site of 87, Newington-causeway has been 
proposed by the Gleniffer Finance Corporation, Ltd., 
58, Haymarket, SWI, and approval has been given 
by TP Com. 

Southwark.—FLats CONVERSION.—Proposals have 
been made by the Church Commissioners for the im- 
provement of Nos. 95-153 (odd), Portland-st., con- 
sisting of 30 three-room flats, to be converted into 
25 flats at a cost of £16,351. MBC’s approval has 
been recommended. 

Stepney.—FLATS AND MAISONETTES.—LCC Hszg. 
Com. have approved a scheme prepared by LCC 
housing architects for the development of the Leather- 
dale-st. site, nearly 6 acres in extent, by the erection 
of 50 flats and 163 maisonettes in one Il-storey, two 
five-storey and three four-storey blocks, with 12 
flats for old people in a two-storey block. The esti- 
mated cost of the development is £581,170. 

Stepney.—MAISONETTES AND FLats.—Proposals 
have been made by LCC Hsg. Com. for the de- 
velopment of the Osier-st. site, nearly four acres in 
extent, by the provision of one I1l-storey block of 
maisonettes and four 4-storey blocks of flats and 
maisonettes, providing a total of 128 maisonettes and 
16 flats. The estimated cost of the development is 
£424,880, and the scheme was prepared by LCC 
architects’ department. 

Wandsworth.—FLats.—Proposals for the develop- 
ment of a two-acre site at Ashburton estate by the 
erection of a three-storey block of 24 flats, incor- 
porating a maternity and child welfare centre and 
a schoo! treatment centre on the lower floors, with a 
two-storey block of 12 flats, have been approved 
by LCC Hsg. and Health Coms. The estimated cost 
of the development is £113.480, and the scheme was 
prepared by LCC architects’ department. 

Wimbledon.—EXTENSION OF PREMISES.—BC has 
passed plans for a three-storey extension of premises 
of Messrs. Ely’s (Wimbledon), Ltd.. Worple-mews. 

Wimbledon.—Boi_erR House.—BC has given pro- 
visional consent to the outline applications of Messrs. 
Ely’s (Wimbledon), Ltd., to erect boiler house to 
serve new store on land at rear of 6-8, Mansel-rd. 

Wimbledon.—CuurcH Hatt.—BC has passed pians 
for erection of hall in connection with St. Andrew’s 
Church, Herbert-rd. 

Wimbledon.—Factrory EXTENSION.—BC has passed 
plans for extension of factory by Messrs. Chuter & 
Sons, Coppermill-la. : 

Wimbledon.—BuILDING Prots.—BC _  has_ given 
provisional consent to outline application to divide 
land within the curtilage of 115, The Ridgway, into 
7 buitding plots. 

Woolwich.—Dininc Hatt.—A scheme, prepared by 
LCC arctitects’ department, has been approved by 
LCC Ed. Com. and provides for the erection of a 
dining hall with accommodation for 600 at two 
sittings, kitchen and ancillary accommodation at 
Henwick county primary schoo] at an estimated cost 
of £19,465. 


K 
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(PROVINCIAL) 


Alderney (CI).—Nuffield Provincial Hospitals Trust 
granted £20,000 for new hospital to be built at Crabby 


y. 

Bakewell.—Derbyshire EC propose extensions to 
Lady Manners sec. gram. sch. in 1956 programme, 
£60,000 est. : 

Baldock.—UDC to invite tenders for 90 ‘‘Gregory”’ 
type houses and to sell sites for 60 houses at Anchor 
Field, London-rd. 

Barnard Castle.—RDC to construct houses and new 
street access on two acres of land near North-la., 
Gainford. 

Batley.—TC considering erection of new Town 

all. 


Beeston.—Notts EC propose erection of new aged 
persons’ home, £38,000 est. 

Billesdon.—180 houses to be built at Station-rd., 
Scraptoft by Jelson, Ltd., builders, Leicester, at est. 
cost £1,700 to £2,500 each. 

Birkenhead.—EC propose 
tion at Burton Manor Residential 
est. 

Birkenhead.—BC approved plans submitted by 
Richard Davies, Son & Escolme, 167, Old Chester- 
rd., for erection of 20 houses and 8 bungalows at 
Barnston-rd. for C. P. Peers, bldr., Blendon, Pensby- 
rd., Birkenhead. 

Birmingham.—YWCA proposes building 36 self- 
contained flatlets for women, club lounge, etc., at 
junction Bristol-rd./Stone-rd., and a clubhouse at 
Kingstanding. 

Birmingham.—Site at junction Hill-st./Smallbrook- 
st. to be leased to London firm ‘for erection of 85-ft. 
high building comprising shops, offices and hotel.— 
New theatre for Emile Littler and block of offices for 
an insurance company also proposed at Smallbrook-st. 

Bishop Auckland.—Westoll, Ltd., engineering 
manufacturers, propose to extend their factory to 
double its present size and to employ 1,000 work- 
men.—Additional classrooms to be built to St. 


accommoda- 
£10,000 


additional 
College, 


Helen’s sch. County A. : 
Bishop Auckland.—W. & T. R. Milburn, 18, 
Faweett-st., Sunderland, appointed architects by 


Durham CC for proposed sec. mod. sch. at Wood- 
house-close. 

Bootle.—BC to prepare plans for erection of one- 
bedroomed fiats at Captains-la. estate. 

Bradwell.—Derbyshire CC propose erection'of new 
fire station. ; 

Brighouse.—BC to prepare plans for conversion of 
Clifton Ante-Natal Hostel into flats. 

Bristol.—Planning Com. to be recommended to 
approve plans for 18-20 houses on two bombed sites 
at Avonmouth. Housing Mgr. 

Bury.—TIC to consider plans by Boro’ E for new 
bus station at The Mosses. 

Buxton.—Derbyshire CC to include first instalment 
of new RC sec. sch. in 1956 programme.—BC pro- 
pose further 50 terraced houses at Victoria Park No. 
3 site. 

Carlisle—Appeal to be launched next year for 
funds to carry out extensive restoration work at 
Carlisle Cathedral. Cost may be over £100,000. 

Carlisle.—Newcastle Hospital Board (Special Areas 
Com.) is to proceed with plan for remodelling first 
and second floors of main block at City General 
Hospital. to form two new bed ward units, two 
operating theatre suites. Plans by P. H. Knighton 
(A). Board’s Chief A, Benfield-rd., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, in association with N. Edgar (A), Div. A, 72, 
Warwick-rd., Carlisle. 

Chester.—RDC to invite tenders for 34 houses and 
flats at Upton-by-Chester. Plans by Council A. 

Consett (Durham).—R. B. Bolton & Co., mining 
equipment manufacturers, to build new factory at 
Castleside. 

Consett.—G. E. Charlewood (F), 14, Neville-st., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, is architect for proposed church 
at Moorside. 

Consett.—Newrick & Blackbell (F.), John-st., 
Sunderland, appointed architects for proposed 
Consett Moorside Sec. Mod. Sch. for Durham CC. 

Corby.—UDC approved site at Hazel Wood for 
new swimming baths. 

Cumberland.—EC to commence work next year on 
erection of sec. mod. sch. at Alston. County A. 

Darlington.—TC approved scheme to develop 48- 
acre site at Geneva-rd. for housing. To’ 
United Bus Co. to include a repair garage in scheme 
for bus station at Feethams. 

Darlington.—_RDC’s A to prepare proposals 
erection of houses on low-lying land at Aycliffe. 

Dawley Salop.—Ever-Ready Co., Ltd., propose new 
factory. A: H. Marcus Brown & Lewis, 45 Queen’s- 


for 


st... Wolverhampton. 

Deal.—Two-bay fire station with drill yard, drill 
tower and 10 firemen’s houses planned at sites 
acquired in London-rd. and Beechwood-ave. £41,820 


ce. 

Dudley.—EC propose extensions to Blowers Green 
School. A: Webb & Gray (L), Tixdall-hse., St. James- 
rd., Dudley.—BC to invite tenders for 100 houses at 
Russells Hall estate. 

Durham.—F. M. Owsnett, 8, Bedford-st., Sunder- 
land appointed consltg. engr. by CC for proposed 
Felling day special school.—CC authorised County 
A to proceed with project for new County Offices. 


Durham.—Page. Son & Hill (F), 75, King-st.. 
South Shields, appointed architects for proposed 
Sherburn sec. mod. sch. 


Durham.—£EC’s building programme for next vear 
includes proposed Middleton St. George mod. sch., 
£111,000; Dunston Hill mod. sch., £153,000: Whit- 
burn cty. jun. sch., £52,800; and High Usworth 
cty. jun. sch., £52,000. County A. 

Essex.—M of E approved main and reserve school- 
building programme, 1956-7, as follows: Colchester, 





THE BUILDER 


Monkwick infants’, £38,500; Rayleigh, London-rd. 
prim., £43,120; Basitdon, Lee Chapel jun., £49,280; 
Basildon, Barstable jun., £49,280; Basildon, Vange RC 
prim., £43,120; South Hornchurch, Scargill infants’, 
£38,500; Aveley. cty. prim., £43,120; Corringham 
jJun., £49,280; Hornchurch, Cranham jun., £49,280; 
Nazeing cty. prim., £43,120; Harlow, Great Parndon 
jun., £49,280; Dagenham, Whalebone jun., £49,280; 
Thorpe-le-Soken sec. mod., £84,495; Dunmow sec. 
mod., £146,175; Braintree sec. mod., £146,175; 
Chelmsford RC. sec., £89,760; Wickford sec. mod., 
£136,575; Ockendon, Culverhouse sec., £129,840; 
Brentwood South sec., £96,495; Waltham Abbey sec., 
£98,895; Harlow, Potter-st. sec., £145,000 (prov.); 
Ilford, Forest-rd. sec., £129,840; Leyton, Farmer-rd. 
sec., £33,000 (prov.); Leyton, Trumpington-rd. sec., 
£30,000 (prov.); Romford, Broxhill sec., £135,225; 
Romford, Lodge-la. sec., £125,000 (prov.); Waltham- 
stow, Joseph Barrett sec., £129,840. Reserve list: 
Ingatestone sec. mod., £89,760; Maldon gram. sch., 
£57,186 (prov.); Basildon, Woodlands sec. £179,520; 
Harlow, Tye Green sec., £297,370 (prov.); Dagenham, 
Marks Gate sec., £98,895; Ilford RC sec., £89,760; 
Leyton girls’ high sch., £18,500 (prov.); Leyton, 
Goodall-rd. sec. mod., £33,000 (prov.); Hornchurch, 
Abbs Cross sec., £234,498 (prov.); Basildon, Lee 
Chapel infants’, £38,500; Basildon, Barstable infants’, 
£38,500; Harlow, Gt. Parndon infants’, £38,500; 
Harlow, Potter-st. sec., £144,812; Romford, Lodge- 
la. sec., £125,000. 

Felling (Durham).—UDC approved proposals by 
Durham CC to erect special day school at Heworth, 
also junior and infant schools on land adjoining 
North Leam farm. 

Glossop.—Manchester TC proposes 250 houses for 
overspill population. 

Golborne.—UDC seek Ministry approval 10 
houses at Lowton-rd. site, £12,600 est. 

Halesowen.—TC to prepare sketch plans for new 
public baths. 

Hebburn-on-Tyne.—UDC approved 
for 200 houses to be built next year. S. 

Hertfordshire.—M of E approved programme for 8 
sec. schools to be built at Hatfield. Cheshunt, 
Stevenage, Letchworth, Watford and _ Broxbourne, 
£605,000 est.; 8 schools on reserve list, £940,450 est.: 
9 new prim. schs approved at Stevenage (3) Hemel 
Hempstead, St. Albans, Welwyn, Radlett, Watford 
and Hitchin, but new prim. sch. at Bishop’s Stort- 
ford to be substituted for one of these. 

Hertfordshire—M of E approved proposal for 
Shephail sec. mod. sch. (720 places) in two instalments 
in 1956-7 programme and, on reserve list, extensions 


for 


layout plans 


to Hitchin boys’ gram. sch., £45,000 est., and 
extensions to Letchworth gram. sch. 

Hetton-le-Hole (Durham).—UDC has = approved 
plans for rehousing 220 families and for 12 bus 
shelters. S: P. W. Richardson. 


Hinckley.—UDC. approved in principle plans for 
new municipal offices at Hinckley Vicarage site. 
£135,000 est. 

Houghton-le-Spring (Durham).—UDC to seek ap- 
proval for building of public hall, £10,000 est. S. 

Keighley.—TC approved plans: 44 houses at Exley 
Head, 2 at Dunkirk Rise. Riddlesden, and 2 at 
Iikley-rd., Riddlesden, for F. W. Heaton, Ltd. 

Kent.—School building programme for 1956-57 
approved by M of E: Chislehurst and Sidcup, Cray 
Valley tech. boys, £34,800; Orpington sec., £108,785; 
Crayford, Normandy cty. prim.-jun., £52,800; Erith, 
The Oaks sec. boys, £100,865; Gravesend tech. boys. 
£25,000; Longfield sec., £150,233; Northfleet, Shears 
Green cty. prim., £81,312; Tonbridge gram. girls, 
£50,000; Royal Tunbridge Wells gram. girls, £68,000; 
Linton Corner sec., £150,233; Chatham, Walderslade 
sec. girls, £150,233; Chatham, Wavfield cty. prim.- 
jun., £52,800; Rochester, Warren Wood cty. im. 
infants. £42,350; Sheppey tech. girls. £75,000; 
Sittingbourne gram. girls, £118,483; Sittingbourne 
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and Milton, South-ave. cty. prim.-infants, £42,359. 


Ashford gram. girls, £32,000; lew Romney 
Southlands sec., £58,000; Hythe, Brockhill ge’ 
girls, £100,865; Sandwich sec., £39,500; Sandwich 
Sir Roger Manwood’s gram., £25,000; Beckenham 
gram. girls, £50,490; ‘Bexley gram., £49, 909: 
Bromley tech. boys, £73,900; Gillingham, Fairview. 


ave. Cty. prim. jun., £52,800.—Reserve list: " 
sec. girls, £108,785; Orpington sec., £108,785; Dart. 
ford East sec. girls, £150,233; Aylesford cty. prim 
£46,200; Folkestone, Harcourt sec. girls, £45,009. 
Beckenham, Highfield cty. prim., £42,350; Gilling. 
ham, Fairview-ave. cty. prim. infants, £41,259: 
Rochester, Frindsbury RC prim., £31,350.—Special 
schools: Westerham Valence sch. for physically 
handicapped pupils (cost not fixed); Gillingham day 
special sch. for ESN_ pupils, £37,510; Hextable 
boarding sch. for 80 ESN and 40 maladjusted pupils 
(cost not_fixed).—Reserve list: Maidstone day special 
sch. for ESN pupils, £37,510; Thanet day special sch 
for ESN pupils, £37,510. ? 

Lancs.—EC proposes extensions to Park 
sch. at _Southdene, Kirkby. 

Leamington Spa.—TC to build 50 houses at Lilling. 
ton for sale to public. 

Liverpool.—Emsco 


Brow cty, 


Engineering Co., Ltd.. §t, 


Albans, Herts, propose new factory at Kirkby 
industrial estate ; 
Matlock.—Derbyshire cc Proposes _ extensive 


alterations at Smedley’s Hydro to form new Council 
Offices. 
_Middlesbrough.—New Baptist Church proposed in 
Graygarth-rd. and work expected to begin next year 
No plans yet approved. ; 
Middlesbrough.—L. B. Dickinson, auct., Newport- 
cres., submitted proposal to TC for the redevelop- 
ment of premises in Newport-cres. as shops and 
offices.—Newcastle Regional Hospital Board, Benfield. 
rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, have prepared outline pro- 
posals for using 20 acres of land in Marton-rd. for 
hospital purposes.—E. Sweeting & Son, Ltd 
bldrs., Back Haymore-st., propose 52 houses in 
Heythrop-dr. 
_ Morpeth.—TC approved outline plan for 12 houses 
in Cottingwood-la. for J. O. Carse, builder, Olympia 
Hill, Morpeth. 5 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Plans by C. A. Parsons & 
Co., Ltd., Shields-rd., for new laboratory buildings 
approved.—Newcastle and Gateshead Water Co. to 
build a three-storey addition to its offices in 
Pilgrim-st. A.: P. L. Browne & Son & Harding 
(A), Pearl-bldgs., Northumberland-st.—EC had 
plans approved for additional classrooms at Church 
st. school and domestic science rooms, etc., at 
Victoria Jubilee school. S. N. Slipper (L), City Edu- 
cation Officer, Northumberland-rd.—Plans by City 
A. for four blocks of flats in Ropery-rd., five-storey 


flats in Rowntree-rd. and new police station in 
Chillingham-rd. have been approved. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City Health Com. approved 


third stage of its slum clearance programme, involv- 
ing demolition of 525 houses accommodating 1,00 
families in Shieldfield area. City A 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City Housing Com. to con 
sider tenders on December 1 for erection of new 
dwellings at Noble-st. clearance area and work on 
plan, which provides for five-storey flats, is expected 
to begin in Jan. City A. 

North Riding.—Tenders to be obtained by EC for 


erection of proposed Wensleydale Cty. Mod. Sch. 
A: W. B. Edwards & Ptnrs. (F), 52, Eldon-pl., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—J. Breakwell (A), St. Helier, 


Jersey, CI, appointed architect for proposed additions 
to Guisborough gram. sch.—The Grenfell Baines 
Group (A) AMTPI, Preston, Lancs, appointed archi- 
tects for proposed new high school at Scarborough, 
and Sheppard & Ptnrs. (F), 15, Bedford-pl., WCI, 
appointed architects for proposed Eston Central Cty. 
Mod. Sch.—F. X. Velarde (F), Windsor-bldgs., 
George-st., Liverpool 3, is architect for proposed 



















































































additions to Malton gram. sch. | 

Ploughley (Oxon).—RDC approved plans for 18 
houses and 8 bungalows at Fritwell. HC recommend 
Unity-type dwellings. 

Portsmouth.—Planning permission to CBC for 
building of 210 traditional houses at Westleigh, Leigh 
Park. 

Richmond (Yorks).—Plans to be prepared for pro- 
posed new church at Colbv-n for Rev. H. H. 
Thomson, Vicar of Hipswell. : P 

Runcorn.—UDC approved plans for erection 0 
light industrial buildings on site south of Boston-ave., 
for Greenall, Whitley & Co., Ltd. ’ 

Salford.—J. C. Prestwick & Son (F) appointed 
architects for new St. Alban’s RC sec. mod. sch., 
Douglas-green, and proposed Hope Hail sec. mod. 
sch.—EC to press for approval of scheme for 
additions to Broughton high sch. at Kersal Farm site. 

Sedgefield.—RDC proposes 18 houses at Market- 
sq. redevelopment area. 

Shipley.—UDC proposes erection of 40 houses at 
junction Hazel Mount/Prospect Mount, Windhill. 

Southampton.—BC propose 24 old people s homes 
at Hollybrook (£32,847 est.) and old people's flats 
at Millbrook (£45,416 est.). 

South Shields.—Newcastle Hospital Board approved 
in principle plans for additions to Ingham Infirmary 
£30,000 est. ; 

Staffs.—EC received approval for inclusion of f 
lowing schools in 1956/7 programme:—First insta 
ment of Newcastle Bradwell infants’ and jun. - 
£22,900 est.; first instalment of Stafford Berkswich 
prim. and infants’ sch., £42,300 est.; first instalment 
of Stafford sec. mod., £108,800 est.; Uttoxeter 
girls’ sec. mod., £93,500 est. Fee 

Stanley (Durham).—Alterations and additions 0% 
ing about £20,000 proposed to Empire Workmer 
Club and Institute and work expected to start ne 
year. 
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November 


tenders for further 71 
estate. 

detailed plans of new 
Old Trafford. 
34 houses and 


Stourbridge.—BC to invite 
houses at Wollaston Farm 

Stretford.—BC to prepare 
plunge baths at Northumberland-rd., 
* §udbury.—HC to invite tenders for 
12 bungalows at Woodhall estate. 

Sunderland.— RDC intends building 200 houses next 
year 

Sunderland. Aiton & Co., Ltd., pipe manufac- 
turers, have submitted plans to TC for rebuilding of 
their drawing offices, canteen and processing shops, 
destroyed by fire in August. 

Sunderland.—HC recommended acceptance of 
ders for 108 flats and maisonettes at 
£205,000 est.—Post Office to purchase 
Lambton-st. for new parcels office 
FC to start early next year with building of school 
for 240 children at Castle View, £42,000 est.—TC 
propose to rehouse about 1,100 people next year. 


ten- 
Farringdon. 
site at Back 
and garages.— 


Tamworth.—BC approved provisional building 
programme of 1,700 houses by 1965 to house 
Birmingham overspill, and seeks planning _ per- 
mission to build on 67 acres of land at rear of 
Comberford-rd. 

Taunton.—Proposed Tone riverside improvements 


scheme, est. cost £50,000, includes £18,000 for 
buildings at the site. 
Thurrock.—UDC propose home 
contain 18 one-room filatlets at 
nr. Tilbury. 
Tynemouth.—TC 


new 


for old people to 
Stanford-le-Hope, 


to obtain tenders for erection of 


six houses in Station-rd., Marden. Borough E. 
Tynemouth.—TC to sell land at West Chirton for 
erection of a factory for light industries to employ 


500. Embleton, Ashleigh-gr., 
acting for promoting company. 


more than :‘ 
Tynemouth, is 


Warwick.—CC propose nursery school at Priory 
Park. 
West Hartlepool.—TC appointed R. H. Duns, 


Lambton House, Lambton-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, to 
be QS for proposed old people’s flatlets at Owton 
Manor Estate. Boro’ A. 

West Hartlepool.—MofE has requested preparation 
of plans for new St. Theresa RC day sch.—Church 
Commissioners have granted £15,000 towards cost of 








new St. James’s Church, to be built next year. 
Whitehaven.—Detailed plans are to be prepared for 
proposed hospital for Newcastle Regional Hospital 
Board. 
Wolverhampton.—BC approved layout for 153 
houses at Rake Gate extension.—Approved plans 
ye new foundry at Albion-st. for J. Hill & Sons, 
td. 
TENDERS 

%* Denotes accepted. 

* Denotes provisionally accepted. 
t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 
§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 
{ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 

ments. 

wee” —20 Unity-type flats at Holly-rd. for BC. 

BE&S, F. W. Taylor, AMICE MIMunE, 
AMIStructE. *Clayton Heath, Ltd., Boyne Works, 
Maidenhead, £27,256 
_ Anglesey.—Erection of Llanfawr County pri. sch. 
for CC: *Pochins, Ltd., King-st., Middlewich, Ches., 
£95,195. 

Argyllshire.—18 houses in three-storey bloc re at 
Ashton View development site. Council A Be 
), Master of Works Offices, Municipal! ides. 

rg) Dunoon Principal contrs., *Ewan 
Cameron & Co., Ltd 241, Argyll-st., Dunoon, 
£14,306. 

Bermondsey.—57 flats in three blocks at Roseberry- 
st. site for MBC. *Direct labour, £140,152. 

Bolton.- 24 bungalows at Yewdale-gdns. and 142 
dwellings south of Red-la., Breightmet, for BC 


*Direct labour 


Brackley.—18 houses at Middleton Cheney for 
RD *Hinkins & Frewin, Ltd., Oxford, £28,892. 
Dover.—12 flats, etc., at Dour-st. for BC. BE, 
BD. OE. Bevan, AMICE. QS: J. F. Brown, FFS. 
Quants. Eng. *Hedgecock Bros., 253, London-rd., 
Dover, £19,291 


Essex.— “Following schools for CC:—Mid-Essex cty 


tech. sch., G. Selwood & Co., Ltd., Chelmsford: 
Basildon, Secdiean cty. sec. sch. for girls and 
Hornchurch, Abbs Cross, cty. sec. tech. sch., *Gilbert 


Ash, Ltd. London. (Prices to be negotiated.) 
Felling (Durham).—Erection of 110 houses between 
-ngey-la. and Millford, Leam-la. estate for UDC. 
Chief Housing Officer: *Direct labour. £155,364. 

_ Felling (Durham). 98 houses west of North Leam 
__ Chief Housing Officer: *John Clark 
Gregson-terr., Seaham, Co. Durham, 


Glasgow. ~New 


Protestant prim. sch. at site No. 5 
ot Castlemilk 


development. Council A: John 
Macnab (F), Education-bldgs., Bath-st., Glasgow, 
Gen. contrs., *James Laidlaw & Sons, Ltd ' 


gee ontracting Works, Dalmarnock-rd., Ruther- 
35 


G heme. %6 








three-apartment and 6 four-apart- 





“a at Mossfield housing development, 
Gageoumn. Housing A: Archibald G. Jury (F), 
con ‘gow Cross, The Trongate, Glasgow. EC1 Gen 
contrs.: *Robert Stewart & Co., Ltd., 36, St. Enoch’s- 
Galassow, Cl, £64,845, 
_ Galore. -10 houses at Lowton-rd. site for UDC 
rect labour, £12,600. 
5 Gosport. Il houses at Leesland-rd. and Avenue-rd. 
BC: tBasford & Sons (Contrs.), Ltd., Gosport 


ay one ted tender), 
wae fee: 60 four apartment houses at Bracnelston 
os housing site. A: J. Austin Bent, 15, Palmers- 
= “pl., West tend, Edinburgh. Gen. contrs.: *Weirs 
‘orpn., Ltd., Calder-st., Wifflet, Coatbridge. 
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Halesowen.—9 houses at Howley Grange estate for 
C. *Samuel Parkes (Builders), Ltd., £13,012 
Haslingden.—8 houses and 12 flats at top of the 


town area for TC. *C. Taylor & Son (Bacup), Ltd., 
£22,071. 

Hebburn (Durham).—Methodist Church in Burn- 
heads-rd. A: S. W. Milburn & Ptnrs., 9, Esplanade, 
Sunderland: *R. Hudson & Sons (Contrs. Eta, 


St. Mark’s-cres., 


Sunderland, £10,000. 
Keynsham.—120 dwellings, Park West estate for 


UDC S: H. W. Argile. QS: Banks Wood & 
Ptnrs., Bristol: *C. J. Channing & Sons, Ltd., High- 
bridge-rd., Burnham-on-Sea, Somerset, £180,246. 

Lambeth.—Demolition work and construction of 
Jeffreys-rd. library for MBC: *H. F. S. Ward. Ltd., 
£11,324. 

LCC.—Erection and equipment of an annexe to 
small home for the aged at 10-12, Riverdale-gdns., 


Twickenham, 


Middx. Tender prices on basis A are 
subject - 


to fluctuations both in rates of wages and in 









cost of materials, and tender prices on basis B are 
subject to fluctuations in respect of rates of wages 
only. Six tenders were received as follows: 
Basis A Basis B 
C. J. Sims, Ltd., Westminster £33,246 - - 
Sloggetts (Contrs.), Ltd., Kensing- 
ton ’ «« 28,51) 
George Moss & _ Sons, Ltd., 

Southall : . 27,341 £27,700 
m. 3 Oliver & Sons, Ltd., 

Lambeth ey -. 26,989 
F. D. Hidden & Co., Ltd., 

Brentford - ‘ . 26,654 
“_ ingham & Co., Ltd., 

Wimbledon “ 25,248 26,100 

Architect's comparable estimate on basis A_ is 

£25,326 

Erection of superstructure of north block at 

County Hall 

Stewart & Partnrs., Ltd., St. Marylebone £701,482 
Trollope & Colls, Ltd., Holborn 698 389 
Holland and Hannen & Cubitts, Ltd., 

Westmit ister “<s 691.821 
Higgs & Hill, Ltd.. Lambeth ‘ 687,431 
W. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd., 

Westminster 671,832 


M. J. Gleeson (Contrs.), Ltd., North 
_« yheam 

Walker & Slater, 
itect’s comparable estimate is 
Le: imington Spa.—14 houses at I 
for BC: *R Hopkins, Ltd., Dormer 


Lewisham.—Erection of 17 houses and 


668 328 
Westminster 659,331 
£645 330. 
luington 
Di. 


3 garages at 


Ltd., 









estate 


Lee Church-st. clearance areas and adjoining lands 
first section, for MBC. 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd. £39,302 
H. T. Oliver & Sons, Ltd. 38,379 
W. J. Sims, Sons & Cooke, Ltd. .. 38,355 
W. J. Mitchell & Son, Ltd. , 38,333 
Halse & Son, Ltd. 38,298 
Rowley Bros., Ltd. 38,101 
S. Varney & Co., Ltd. 38,098 
J. S. Alderton & Co., Ltd. - 37,944 
Henry Kent (Builders), Ltd. P 36,856 
Anthony Cooper & Son, Ltd. 36,806 
*Herbert Kennard, Ltd 35,989 
S. G. & A. Agombar 36,544 
London (Air Ministry).—Works contracts to the 


value of £500 or over for week ended November 19: 


Building work: Holborrow & Sons, Ltd., The 
Chipping, Tetbury, Glos.: Wilson Lovatt & Sons, 
Ltd.. Clarence-st., Wolverhampton, Staffs: G. & T. 
Sodden, Ltd., Coronation-bldgs., Little Hulton, 


Walkden, nr. Manchester: R. M. Phillips & Son, 





Ltd.. Estate-yard. Briss Lines. Maintenance work: 
G. N. Haden & Sons, Ltd., 19/29, Woburn-pl., WC1; 
Roads Reconstruction (1934), Ltd., Stoneleigh House, 
Frome, Somerset; Macartney, Ltd., Birkett House, 
27, Albemarle-st., W1: Tarslag, Ltd., 117, Dunstall- 
rd.. Wolverhampton, Staffs. Artificers’ work: J. 





Enterpen Hutton, Rudby Yarn, 
Ltd., Walton House, Felixstowe 


Tarran & Son, Ltd., 
Yorks; Rogers Bros., 
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Suffolk; Sir Alfred McAlpine & Son, 
Little Sutton, Wirral, Cheshire. 
London (British Railways).—Contracts placed by 
Eastern Region:—*Barker & Pinckney, 1, Laurie-sq., 
Romford, Essex: Shenfield-Chelmsford-Southend elec- 
trification: construction of track sectioning cabins at 
Ingatestone, Billericay, Fanton Hall and St. Marys.— 
“British Insulated Callender’s Construction Co., Ltd., 
Kirkby Trading Estate, Kirkby, nr. Liverpool: work 
required in connection with renewal of booms on over- 


Ltd., Hooton, 








head line structures at  Liverpool-st. station.— 
*Sadler & € < Richmond-rd., Ipswich: repair and re- 
pointing of brickwork of Chappel Viaduct between 


and Chappel and Wakes Colne.—*R. Ridd 
(Contrs.), Ltd., 153, Billet-la., Hornchurch, 
and painting of station buildings. 
signals, signal boxes, warehouses and bridges at 
Harold Wood, Brentwood and Shenfield stations.— 
*Tersons, Ltd., 4, Dollis-park, Finchley, London, 
N3: renewal of drainage and blanketing of forma- 
tion under bridge No. 190 between Pitsea amd Ben- 
fleet. 

©London (Metropolitan Police).—Tenders for building 


Marks Tey 
& Son 


Essex: cleaning 





works: Alterations to form public space, Kenley 
police station: *E. A. Thorne and Son, £930. Altera- 
tions to form bathroom, and redecorations, 59, 61 
and 65, MHollybush-la. *Sladegray Builders, Ltd., 
£1,641. Internal redecorations and repairs, Barn Hill 
Estate: *Charles Baines, Ltd., £918. External and 


part oan painting and minor repairs, 11, 15, 17, 
and 19, Old Ruislip-rd., Northolt. *J. Lutman 
and Co., £615. 


(London (MoW).—Contracts placed for week ended 


November 12 Bedfordshire: P.O. Engrg. Depot, 
Mile-rd.. erection Stage 1 phase 2, *Samuel Foster, 
Ltd., High-st., Kempston, Beds. Caernarvonshire: 
Bangor, erection of crown building, *J. Gerrard and 
Sons. Ltd., Swinton, Manchester. Cardiganshire: 
M.O.S R.A.E. Aberporth, extension of Bristol 


Acroplane ¢ ompany’s launching area at Top Camp, 
*Gee Walker and Slater, Ltd., Coychurch-rd., Bridgend. 
Devonshire: Membury Airfield, occupational services, 








*J. H. Casterton, Ltd.. Baydon-rd. Lambourn, New- 
bury; NAB Hostel, Polish Deperdants, Stover, New- 
ton Abbot, adaptations, provision of larders, sink 
and new drain *W. E. Gaye and Co., Ltd., 95, 
Halcyon-rd., Newton Abbot. Hampshire: R.A.E. 
Farnborough, work on proposed A.R.L. laboratory 
extension (Stage 2), *Lavender McMillan (Contrs.), 
t 54. Cheam Common-rd., Worcester Park, 

Isle of Wight: T.E. Crocker-st., Newport, 


tions and additions, *A. E. Jukes and Son, Ltd., 


Crocker-st. Newport. Lancashire: _ Penrith-ave., 
Halliwell, Bolton, erection of T.E., *Wm. Townson 
and Sons, Ltd., gher Swan-la., Bolton, Lanecs.: 
Penny-la., Liverpool, erection of B.P.O., *C. and 
G. L. Descer, Ltd., 2-4, Marathon-st., Liverpool, 6. 
London: 3/8, Whitehall Place, SW1, internal decora- 
tions, *South London Decorators, Ltd., 9, Streatham 


High-rd., SW16: V. and A. Museum, SW7, alterations 
and decorations for galleries, 41.75,47a & b, *F. Troy, 
and Co., Ltd., 131, Great Suffolk-st., SE1; Adastral 
House, Theobalds-td., WCl, alterations, additions 
and redecorations to canteen, *Dearsley and Carter, 


Ltd., 91-93, King-st.. Hammersmith, W6; 24, Kings- 
way, WC2, internal decorations, *J. W. Green 
(Painters). Ltd., 171, Graham-rd., SW19; Patent 
Office, 25, Southampton-bldgs., WCl, _ internal 


Lacey and Co., Ltd., Steele-rd., 
T.O.B. Cannons Corner, Lon- 
internal decorations, *Alfred 
Bagnall and Sons, Ltd., 141, Uxbridge-rd., W412. 
Northumberland: Home Office T.O.B., Broadway 
West. Newcastle-on-Tyne, 3, adaptations for forensic 
laboratory, *William Jackson, 5, Audley-rd., South 
Gosforth. |Newcastle-on-Tyne, 3. Staffordshire : 
J Bloxwich, erection of extension. *F. A. am 
H. Taylor, Bloxwich, Walsall, Staffs. Surrey: 
Government Buildings. Kingston-by-Pass, Hinchley 


decorations, *E. J. 
NWI10. Middlesex: 
don-rd., Stanmore, 





Wood, internal decorations, *J. W. Green (Painters), 
Ltd.. 171. Graham-rd., SW19. Warwickshire : 
Priory A.T.E.. Northfield. Birmingham, erection of 
extension. *Gee Walker and Slater, Ltd.. Uttoxeter 
Old-rd.. Derby: P.O. Telephone House, Newhall-st.. 


Birmingham, internal decorations, *Harris and Shel- 
don, Ltd.. 31, Stafford-st.. Birmingham 4. York- 
H.O. Police Training Centre, Newby Wiske. 
nr. Northallerton. erection of crush hall and exten- 
and adaptations to lodge cottage. *D. Oakley, 
Romanbvy-rd.. Northallerton, Yorks. 

(War Deopt.).—Works contracts placed 
in week ended November 12: Cheshire : 
building work, *Stanley Porter, Ltd., Bolton. Devon: 
building work. *N. Pratt and Sons, Ltd., Exeter. 
c Down: miscellaneous, *R. D, Pollock and Co., 
Ltd., Bangor. Gloucestershire: wood flooring, 
*John Simmonds. Gloucester. Hampshire: repairs 
to pier. *Wall Bros., Fishbourne, 1.0.W. Kent: 
painting, *W. T. Pickering and Sons, Ltd., Watford. 
Leicestershire: building work. *The En- Tout-Cas Co.. 


sions 
Ltd., 
€London 


Syston. Lincolnshire: building work *H. Dorrington 
and Sons, Ltd., Gainsborough. London: building 
work, *Burslem and Co., Ltd.. London; hot water 
services. *W. H. Gascoigne and Co., Ltd., London; 
boiler installation, *Stitson, White and Co., Ltd.. 
London. Surrey: miscellaneous. *Gray, Conoley and 
Co Ltd London Wiltshire: roofing work, 
*Maurice Hill. Ltd.. Horndean. Yorkshire: building 
work. *Harold Firth and Son, Ltd., Huddersfield: 
roadwork. *Modern Paviours, Ltd., Shipley; painting, 
*W. Manning. Bradford 


6 bungalows at Alfrick, Worcs, for RDC. 
4: E. J. Turner. 1. The Tything, Worcester. *Morley 
Baker & Co., ‘* Treetops,’’ Wvchbold. 
Middlesbrough.—Supply of pipes for proposed new 
water mains from Barnard Castle to Sadberge for 


Martley. 


Tees Valley Water Board, Corporation-rd., Middles- 
brough. Chief Engr: *South Durham Tron & Steel 
Co., Ltd., Cargo Fleet Ironworks, Middlesbrough, 
£478,783. 
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Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Extensions to premises 


of 


& Co., Ltd., tobacco mnfrs., Rutherford- 
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st.: *J. R. Rutherford & Sons, New- 
castle. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Factory and offices at Fawdon 
for Rowntree & Co., York . *J. Laing & Son, Build- 
ing and Civil Engineering Contrs., London, NW7, 
£1 million. 

Plymouth.—Conversion of ‘‘ Highbury,’’ Tavistock- 
rd., Peverell, into mental health occupational centre, 
for City C. A: Fouracre, Stilwell & Luxton, Royal 
Bldgs., St. Andrew's Cross, Plymouth. QS: Gaskell 
Brown & Ptnrs., 4, Tavistock-rd., Drake Circus, Ply- 
mouth. *A. N. Coles (Contrs.), Ltd., Sutton-rd., 
Plymouth. 

Renfrewshire.—14 houses at junction of Inverkip- 
rd. and Gleniver-cres., Greenock, Robert L. Rankine, 
AMICE, AMTPI, Council A; Master of Works Offices, 
Municipal Buildings, Wallace-sq., Greenock. Prin- 
cipal contrs., *Duncan C. Campbell and Co., Ltd., 
6, . Virginia-st., Dollingburn, Greenock, £11,988 
— to acceptance by Dept. of Health for Scot- 
and). 

Runcorn.—178 houses at Boston-ave. for UDC: 
*W. E. Jones (Contrs.), Ltd., Middlewich.—Exten- 
sions at Lowlands-rd. depot for UDC: E. Woodward, 
£37,036; Kemps (Contrs.), Ltd., £35,028; *W. E. 
Jones (Contrs.), Ltd., Lewin-st., Middlewich, £34,185. 
—Erection of 61 garages at Grange Neighbourhood 
Unit, Lambsickle-la., Russell-rd. and Ivy-st. estates 
for UDC: *W. E. Jones (Contrs.), Ltd., Middlewich, 
£12,533. 

Shrewsbury.—24 three-storey flats for TC: *Gregory 
Housing, Ltd., Worthing, Sussex, £31,437. 

Skipton.—56 dwellings at Horse Close estate for 
UDC: *John Laing & Son, Ltd., Dalston-rd., Carlisle. 

Slough.—130 houses on Cippenham-la. estate. 
*Wm. Hartley & Sons, Wexham, £206,395. 

Stafford.—88 houses at Highfield estate for TC: 
*W. Whittingham, Ltd., Brereton-rd., Rugeley, 
£131,379; 24 flats, *Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Lon- 
don, £38,729. 

Sunderland.—48 houses at 
TC. Boro’ A: *Stewart 
Sunderland, £53,708. 

Sunderland.—43 houses at Farringdon estate for 
TC. Boro’ A: Grange House, Stockton-rd., Sunder- 
land: *G. H. Plemper, Ltd., St. Hilda’s Works, Old 
Chester-rd., Sunderland, £56,423. 

Sunderland.—38 houses at Farringdon estate for 
TC. Boro’ A: *J. W. Ridley, Ltd., Southwick, Sun- 
derland, £50,040. 

Sunderland.—12 houses at Farringdon estate for 
TC: *T. Addison, Farnham-ter., Sunderland, £15,128. 

Sunderland.—Erection of dental outpatients’ dept. 
at Sunderland General Hospital for Newcastle Hospi- 


Jesmond-rd., 


Farringdon estate for 
Brothers, Frederick-st., 


tal Board, Benfield-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. Board’s 
Chief A: *Milton Swales, Ltd., Imeary-st., South 
Shields, £15,358. 


Walthamstow.—28 flats at junction of St. Andrew’s- 
rd and Oatlands-rise, and St. Andrew’s-rd and 


STEEL: CRETe 


SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 


HAVE BANISHED ALL TROUBLES 
TH OLD OR NEW 


FLOORS 


Inspect one that has withstood 


HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 40 YEARS 
and consult 


STEEL-CRETE LTD. 


Savoy House, 115/116, Strand, London, W.C.2 
Tel.: Temple Bar 5621 
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Church-rd. for BC. Boro’ AE&S, Town Hall: *Seivad 
Ltd., 102, High-rd., Buckhurst Hill, Essex. ¥ 
Walthamstow.—({a) Two one-bedroom flats at june. 
tion of Forest-rd. and Hale End-rd.; (b) two one. 
bedroom flats at junction of Colville-rd. and Green 
Pond-rd.; (c) two one-bedroom flats adjoining 2g 
Chaucer-rd. for BC. Boro’ AE&S: *(a) P. G. Evan 
& Son, Ltd., 361, Higham Hill-rd., Walthamstow 
E17; *(b) J. Thornton, LIOB, 1, Nuffield-rd., Bay 
Dulwich, SE22; *(c) P. G. Evans & Son, Ltd., 36] 
Higham Hill-rd., Walthamstow, E17. ; 
Walthamstow.—24 flats and one block of Barages 
and alterations to existing house at Clock House 
Wood-st. for BC. Boro’ AE&S, Town Hall: *Seiyad’ 
Ltd., 102, High-rd., Buckhurst Hill, Essex. , 
Wandsworth.—18 flats and 9 shops in 4-storey 
block at St. Alphonsus-rd.. Clapham. SW: *William 
Moss & Sons, Ltd., Cricklewood, NW, £62,650. 
Wellington (Somerset).—17 two-bedroomed and 4 
three-bedroomed houses at Creedwell Orchard, Mil. 
verton, for RDC. *Slater & Tidball, £30,750. 
Wharfedale.—Completion of Pool  Churchela 
housing scheme for RDC: *Arthur Gibbs & Son (Pud. 
sey), Ltd. 
Whiteneath, nr. Rowley Regis.—Erection of new 
Methodist Church 








IMPORTANT NEWS! 
special reveal and 
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